Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



s 



A> r>^^ 







% 



; 



/ 



' ly 




♦IjEXHAM » 





'CiRM iE:Kr. 



> 









MO0<5T7TO* 






»5j»tt 



'*^''?'V'^ 










!.o 



^v^ 






vv\/VW- 



[ OI.3]> TD^^^IEU at B:BX11A»I<. 



"1 



. I 



AN ESSAY 

TOWARDS A 

HISTORY OF HEXHAM: 

EN THREE PARTS: 

ILLUSTRATING ITS 

Sbictent ono its presfent §ftstt» 

CIVIL AND EGCLESIASnCAL ECONOMY^ 

4 

^. ANTIQUITIES AND STATISTICS^ 

OF THE 

SCENERY AND NATURAL HISTORY 

OF THE NEIQHBOURHOOD. 



By a. B. WRIGHT. /^^'-^^'^ 



** Blight records of a bettor day, 
*' Aged—but sacred from decay-- 
'* Still in your stately forms reaide, 
" Of ages past the grace and pride." 

Korwr, 




ALNWlCKi 

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY W* DAVISON. 

atoU also by tha principal Booksellers in Hexham, NewoaAle, Shields, Morpecft^ 

Berwiok, Dnrham, Carlisle, Ac 

1825. 



• V 



TO THE 

ftEV. EGBERT GIERKE, A. M, 
iLettuttr of ^tr^ma. 



8lK, 

This little volume owes so much to 
you, that I know no more- appropriate acknow- 
ledgmetit than to request your acceptance of 
the book itself. 1 do not solicit this favour for 
the usual purpose of a dedication, to praise the 
virtues that do honour to your heart, or the 
talents and acquirements that adorn your mind. 



IV DEDICATION. 

Let tjiose who enjoy the happiness of your 
society witness the one» and the conscientious 
discharge of your sacred duties attest the other. 

In you. Sir, the antiquities of Hexham have 
found a skilful investigator; its public works 
a munificent benefactor; and its poor inhabit* 
ants a benevolent and constant friend. You, 
therefore, this imperfect sketch of the history 
of Hexham seeks as its natural patron. Too 
insignificant to daim your notice as a token; of 
respect an4 veneration^ yet too proud to solicit 
protection from any but the public. Accept 
it, Sir, as the tribute of justice ; as the unvar-. 
nished adcount of those monumei^ of antiquity 
that you have endeavoured to preserve, and the 
simple record of those rights which you huve 
struggled to defend. 

That health, happiness, and temporal pros^ 
perity may gently lead you to eternal felicity, 
the late though sure reward of your contittued 
jBxertidns for the good pfyour fellow^creatures, 
1^ We cordial and >^^^^ 

the; axtthoh, 






PREFACE 



portion of the tounty of Northttmber- 
laad, which iat an early period received, and still 
partteUy* though improperly, retains the name 
ai Hex^am8Hiee» po^ses^s many and unciomr 
mem etaimf^ to ;nQtice. 
/ Its <^ureh was the thirds in point of time 
^ which was built of stone in these kingdomi^ 
and the first of that nature in the present 
county of Northumba'land. A portion of thi^ 
prigtnal edifice has ontiinred the ravages of 115Q 
yfi^trs;! and the succeeding church, < which bw 
riaen on.ito i^im, stands in veneraUe m^estj^ 
ftill dedicated to the senriice of God# and but 
litlie altered or impaired by seven centuries 
of wasteful revolution. 

Within its walls repojse the ashes of men 
who were vanerated as the ligbto of an otheTf- 
mm dark and gloomy age ; a3id some ndmes 
and objects, sanctified to the gpe^ter half ^ 
Clunstiian Europe, owe their origin to the 
church of Hes^bsim, or contribute to the ve« 
nerable interest tt inspires* 

The immediate neighbourhood was deemed 
sao'ed, and endowed with numerous privileges, 
of which the most important was the right of 
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sanctuary. The historian will remember and 
the philosopher will inquire how far the Nor- 
thumbrian character has been affected by the 
long continuance and frequent use of this 
extraordinary right in the distracted periods of 
its history. 

The territory of Hexhamshire, including the 
three parishes of Hexham, Allondale, and St. 
John Lee, claims the notice of the historian as 
a separate bishopric, and as an isolated portion of 
the archiepiscopal see of York ; as the manor of 
WUfrid of Ripon, John of Beverley, Cardinal 
Wolsey, and Sir Christopher Hatton. Within 
this territory the spirit of independence re- 
sisted the power of the Norman, and with- 
held from him the proud name of conqueror ; 
and within this territory was decided, as far 
as it o(Hicemed the north of England, the im- 
portant contest of the rival roses. These a»d 
many other recollections, while they prepare the 
reader to expect much interesting matter in a 
professed history of Hexham, will remind him 
of the difficulties t>f ihe undertaking, and 
solicit his indulgence for the author. Much 
might be said to strengthen his claim to that 
indulgence ; but the task was not blindly 
undertaken, and to judge of its accomplishment 
is the privilege of the public, to whose judg- 
ment it is now respectfully submitted. 

The early importance, frequent destruction, 
and still reviving consequence, of the town 6f 
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Hexham, its gradual progress through, the 
many ages that have succeeded its establish- 
ment, its trade and the improvement of which 
it is capable, will not escape the notice of the 
poKtical economist; while the many curious 
facts in the natural history of its neighbour- 
hood, its cliniate, and the state of its agriculture, 
are objects of equal interest to the lover of 
natural science. 

9 ■ 

Every tbiiig that has been written on the 
subject, and possesses the least daim to re- 
petition, will be found in these pages. The 
author has often found it neeessaiy to differ 
materially from those who have gone before 
him ; but he trusts the candid reader will 
believe, that while he has refused implicit de- 
ference to authority, be despises the vanity of 
suggesting alteratiofi wfa^e truth has not pre- 
viously detected error ; and he ventures still 
farther to hope that the most interesting part 
of the volume will be found to be that which is 
now for the first time made public. 

The authoi:^s thanks are eminently due to 
those gentlemen whose situation afforded them 
an opportunity of obliging him with information 
on his subject, and who have all with so much 
goodness met his wishes^ Amongst so many 
to whom he is thus indebted, it might be in- 
vidious to select one ; but one he could men- 
tion, w^e he permitted to name him, to whom 
lie is more particularly obliged^ not only for 
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many useful hints, but for much valuable infor- 
niation, for the ii^e of several curious and inter- 
esting works, and, above all, for his careful 
revisal of the whole volume, and his more than 
friendly interest in its success. His pardon is 
atiU to be obtained for the vanity which wpuld 
CQDiieqt his talents and character with such a 
trifle 09 the presei^t. 

From all this it will be seen how small a per* 
tion ^ the work, except its errors, belong to 
the ostensible author ; and how small must be 
his share of interest in the censure or the ap- 
probation which it may excite. 
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PART L 



CHAP, t 

l^AM£ — SITUATION — SOIL AND CLIMATE — DI- 
VISIONS, CIVIL, ECCLESIASTICAL, AND CUS- 
TOM AKY— BOUNDARIES AND EXTENT— PLAN. 



Hexham overkx>ks the course of the brooks 
Hextol and Halgut and their junction with 
the Tyne- Hence have been imposed the va- 
rious names of Hutoldesham, Hestoldesham, 
and Hextoldesham ; ^ Hagustaldy HaTigns^ 
taldf and Halgutstad. Richard of Hexham^ 
in the place of HeostoU uses the Danish word 
HestUd ; all the other variations of the name 
preserve one uniform and simple meaning, 
which, in the pictorial language of our Saxon 

^ Which the Normans contracted into Hexham or Hexam. 
In some deeds ff ranted after the conquest it is written £xam» 
and this mode oi spelfing the word may be found in acts of par- 
liament, &c. as late as Edward III. 

B 
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ancestors, accurately describes the characteristic 
of the little river, i e. If eight of Source. The 
common Saxon termination signifies a town or 
village. Heortol therefore seems to have given 
its name to the neighbourhood of the church 
of Hexham, while the other rivulet appears to 
have derived its denomination from the church 
itself; for Hangustald, Hagustaldy and JETa/- 
gutstady all imply the ^ality of holiness or 
sanctity,, the latter in particular seems a direct 
contraction of the compound Halig-guUstede — 
the seat or building on the holy gut, canal, or 
stream ; and Haga^ though it signifies a house 
in general, is yet, in its restricted application, a 
monastery, church, or house of holiness. 

All these names are evidently Saxon. Cam- 
den and the etymologists who have derived the 
nume /rom the Roman^ Axejuqdunum, and in 
cofisequenice fixed on Hexham as the site or 
that sjbation, have been set right by the learned 
Horsley (Brit. Jlom. p. 190.) who has, more 
reasonably, fixed on Brvgb in Cumberland as 
the real site of Aooelodummi. ^ The claims of 
Hexham to a Roman origin will be considered^ 
in th.e proper place. For the namej however, it 
is absurd to seek a Roman etymon. To latinize 
a British termination, and to attadi it to a Sax- 
on root, while we reject a simple combination 

^ It may prevent confusion to remark that Brofigh in WoBtf* 
morcland; the ancient VERT£Rii£^ is not here alluded to. 
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in the^aame language^-a combination of high 
antiqmty and yet in conunoti use — were to dis- 
pute what was and is, to prove what might 
have been. 

The Hextol is now called the Cockshaw-burn, 
from the name of the suburb through which it 
flows : the Halgut is, for a similar reason, called 
the Cow^gaHhJmm: the name SeaUmrn is 
common to both, from the Seal or priory ground, 
which spreads b^ween them. 

Hexham is seated cm an eminence, rising 
boldly, but not ruggedly, from the low flat 
formed by the depositions of the Tjme. It 
overlooks a beautiful vale, through which that 
noble river sweeps majestically, and from which, 
on either side, rise irregularly-wooded banks ; 
the heights croWned with castles and towers, 
the slopes dotted with villain and farms, and the 
levels — ridi in cultivation or covered with ver- 
dure, — are occasionally adorned with the modest 
turret of a village church, peeping above the 
clustei*ed roofs 

^' Of flauhtingrtac or sober thatch." 

What such a tower is to one part of the land- 
scape, Hexham is to all, from every point of 
view in which it is a feature. The Donjon of 
an ancient fortress, overlooking all things, every 
where visible ; — ^the queen of the vale, giving 
honour and receiving tribute, repaying the bor- 
rowed beauties of the i^urrounding scenery with 
her own ; — springing from gardens, skirted with 
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fruit-trees, and combining romantic beauty with 
the deeper interest of antiquity. Hexham is 
distant from London 299 miles, west of New- 
castle 20 miles, and 1 mile below the oonfluence 
of the Tynes, at Warden. 

The soil is either alluvium, deposited by the 
river; or wastes reclaimed from the forest ground. 
The former exhibits a high degree of cultivation ; 
the latter is still in a state of progressive im- 
provement. The substratum in that is a large, 
round, stony gravel ; in this it is generally a 
cold, moist, and unretentive clay. The super- 
soil is a fine sharp loam, six feet deep in the 
vale and growing gradually thinner, till on the 
sides of the hills it almost discovers the clay. 
Here the thin soil ** is covered with poor grasses, 
and in many places with heath." * Of this the 
greater part is stinted common, and absolutely 
unimproveable. The drill husbandry is very 
generally employed in the culture of turnips ; ' 
with corn, however, it is rarely used. Coals 
and lime are both within the distance of three 
miles. Marl is not used. Mr. Wallis asserts 
(vol. i. p. 84, 35.) that " clayey marles which 
effervesce in nitrous acid are found at Westwood 
near Hexham,'' and the assertion is quoted by 
the accurate and elegant writer of the twelfth 

2 Beauties ,of England and Wales, TOl. zii. p. S5. • 

^ <' Turnips are but lately introduced into Tyn^side." Mack, 
jind Dent> Hisjt. North, vol. i. ed. 1811. 
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volume of the Beauties of England and WsUeSf 
p. 28, — Agaimt such reqpeetaUe authority we 
should not dispute a fiict which could not be 
eaaUy .disproved ; in this case, howevei?, non e$t 
inventus is the simple answer. But to strength- 
en the evidence of our own observation^ we 
are assured that no such dasoovery has been 
made eitl^r by the present or the late holder 
of the farm of Westwood. And an intelligent 
and scientific &rmer, the present bailiff of the 
estate of which it forms a part» a native of the 
very spot» and aware Of the assertion, avers, 
that, from the nature of the soil, no such 
deposition could be formed there. ^ 

The, climate is temperate and healthy, milder 
and earlier than that of any other part oi the 
county. Many warmth-loving exotics flourish 
here as in their native air, and the indigenous 
Flora is extremely rich and varied. Gardens, 



^ <^ Just under the hill before the farm-house at Wesifvood 
near Hexham, is a friable white marie. It was only lately dis* 
covered in making a cut for a fence. It was in a kind of bog ; 
the stratum ./Anee yartb thick; great number of shells of dbe 
water turbo, or whUk, immersed in it It is unctuous» and cuts 
through with a shiney surface ; colours the hands ; diffuses io 
water freely, and is very gritty. Dry, it is powdery and rough. 
It effervesces in aqua forlis. In the fire it acquires a con- 
aderable hardness, and a duller colour. It is little used as a 
.manure, lime being had in great plenty in the neighbourhood." 
Wallis, vol. i. chap. 3. p. 35. Mr. W^lis probably wrote West'^ 
JBoai, not West^Wood. In the same voL chap. 6. p. 110. ia 
-the following passage. " An Antler of a Roe-deer was found 
three yards deep in marU at the West-boat^farm, near Hexham* 
under the mount before the house." We beg to call the atten- 
tion of our agricultural readers to this subject. 



14 - HISTORY OF HEXHAM. P. I. 

iiurserieBy and shrubberies, are imtnerous and 
extensive. Thereismuoh natural wood ^ many 
stately and venerable trees ; '. and plantations 
are as commcm as they are 'flourisiimg : indeed 
tHe woods are in general young, and interesting 
more by f>roim$ed than by present value. The 
hedges, particularly where the aspeet is to the 
soutby are remarkably luxuriant. The exertions 
of industry ke^p pace with the encouragement 
afforded by nature and circumstance, and it is 
well said that in the vale of Hexham " the har- 
vests are the earliest, ^ its trees have the richest 
foliage, and its landscape is the most diversified 
and interesting, of any in Northumberland.'* 

The whole of that district called Mexhamr- 
shire^ once an episcopal see^ and iong enjoying 
the privileges of a county palathie, is^ now 
included in the parish of Hexham, in the south 
division of Tynedak WArd ; and in dvil matters 
is considered an integral part of the county of 
Northumberiand, to which it was attached in 
the 14th year of the reign of Elizabeth. Its 
peculiar privileges, which, having long outlived 

^ In the absolute malice which appears at one time to liave 
prevailed against trees — a rape which a few centuries ago had 
almost denuded Northumberland*— it is a consolation to find that 
the last oaks of Hexham Forest are still permitted to exalt their 
*• High tops hald, of dry antiquity." 

*Bcau. Eng.and Wales, vol. xil p, 26.— -'^Corn harvest, 
near Hexham^ frequently begins the first week in August." 
Mack, and Dent's Hist North, vol. i. This assertion is only 
applicable to certain patches of ground, the general harvest is 
much later, even in the earliest seasons. 
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the see, had been ahridged in 1418, and over- 
thrown a7th Henry VHI. were now finally 
abrogated. 

The bishopric of Hexham was early instituted, 
and of short duration. It continued independ- 
ent little more than a century and a half, and was 
^tfterwards aUached to Xiindisfarn, witli which 
it was annexed to Durham. In a fit .of royal 
displeasure: it was severed thence and given to 
York. H^e it has remained.undisturbed since 
the reign of Henry I. gradually sinking into 
insignificance and oblivion ; and the poor re- 
mains of all its grandeur — Hexham Church and 
Whitley Chapel in Hexhamshire — are still pecu- 
liars of the see of York; a:nd, in eccHestckstkal 
affairs, are under the jurisdiction of his Grace 
the Archbishop. 

Theparish of Hexham includes ^ve^MStomary 
divisions* 1 . Hexham, 8. the west quarter, 3[* the 
high, 4r. the middle, and 5. the low quarters oi 
Hexhamshire. Each of these is a sepand^e town- 
> ship, supporting its own poor. The township 
of Hexham is subdivided itito four w^s. 
Market-street ward, Priest-pop|4e, Hencptes, 
and Gilligate wards. There are eight consta- 
bleries, one for each quarter of the shire, and 
one for each ward of the township. 

The river Tyne is the northern boundary of 
the parish of Hexham, along its whole extent 
dividing it from the parish of St. John Lee. 
On the south the county of Durhcym is its 
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boundary. The paris^e^ of Gorbridge, Slalrey, 
and Shotly, bwder it on the north*east, east, 
and southeast. And on the west the parish of 
AUondale and the chapelry of Haydon Bridge 
in the parish of Warden am its boundaries. Its 
figure is an irregular oblong, in its greatest 
length 1 2 miles, and about 5 f miles in its great* 
est breadth. ^ The boundaries of the township 
are thqse of thie parish to a Mmited^eid^nt cm 
the north, the east, and the west. On thesouth 
it is bounded by the low and west qv^uterstof 
Hexham shire. 

The boundaries of the Sanctuary are pecu^ 
Bariy marked. At unequal distances fh>m the 
town in the direction of each cardinal pcnnt, a 
pedestal is sunk in the ground as a socket for a 
small cross. 

Of the soufii cross every trace is now entirely 
lost. Of that on the west the memory is pre* 
served and the site pointed out by the name of 
the Maiden Crass Fields, in which it stood, 
about a quarter of a mile from Hexham, on the • 
Carlisle road. The boundary on the east is 
perfect, and stands at about the same distance 
on the way to Corbridge, surrounded by the 



'^ " In length from the highest parts of the high quarter, or the 
sources of the river Derwent, to the West Tyne« or lowest parts 
of the west quarter, about seventeen miles. In breadth at the 
north end, from Dilston Pari to the west side of Hexham Com- 
mon, about six miles." Mack, and Dent's Hist vol. ii. p* 346. 
See in illustration of the text— Fryer's Map of Northumber-^ 
land, 1820W 
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White \ Gross Piddk. l%ie.iK>rthei'n boundary 
still exists in an iiiq>eifect state, behind a hedge, 
a few ya^ds above the. Aycombe. turnpike gate, 
on ;tbe iway to Alnwick. The khoU on which it 
stends is;4aiiUed the Cross Bank, and 13 . distant 
fcomx Hexham . 24 milefii. i . The purpose and 
antiquity of these curious remaini^ i/rill be found 
in their proq^ place. 

. Headbam is, like most ancient te^trcks, irregu- 
Iftrly. built. It lia&^never been wailled^ «nd it: is 
hiircUy jtosiiible . to redude it to lui intelligible 
fijgnce, ;Si> ai? to aid description' by ^pointing out 
fes&mblanoe.. Fiiest-popple, ' the Battle Hill, 
wAd) JEfeneotes, form one. long and handsome 
stveet» stretching with ai gradual ascent from 
e^tto'west This street is fbrmefd along the 
present: rbad fix>mf.N)ewc»^ to Carlisle, and 
lies rOki<thef south 'Side of the town immediately 
imde^ the J^, or rising ground. > The houses 

I 

. /^'Sn^rfM thie; siicqeifor of ArckbUhpp Thomsas gave to th^ 
canons f f . ,the abbejr among oth«r matters—^ part of Hexham, 
yiz.^^i^htre kdnf^iheir iiimf officers ahd servants dwell Prior 
JKohar^s^' HM tt)Of k ^.| chap. 1 1 • Hfqce the^oAine Pv^jt^artrpoppiie.' 
Mr. Wallis^ yol, iu p. 9|1* fflvea another but very similar deriva- 
tidit. ih^ BittUe Hitt' appears to have received its name in one 
•f;]thQ.^«ffKflidtsrYihh«'tliB Scata» probably ui|4pr David, in 1946. 
Mf^WalliB'does net mention this street at all; it was therefore 
very ^robatJly imposed aft^'r the riot of 1762. '* Heticotds is the 
pl^cef.whei:«'jthe ppuHry beloifgiDg to the priory were.k^pt, to 
which it owes.its name.*' 'Wallis^ p« 91* ^ar from being satis- 
fied With this etymology, we cannot suggest a better. How fond 
OMifl tiiejnonlcs.have^e^ «f.iaon7entual purity and propriety! 
the hens kept atf pne eiid of the town and the cocks at the other ! 
for surety nelicotes ana ' Cfbckstiaw bear some relation to each 
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are generally good, many handsome» but most 
.of modem date. The Skinner JBum, : formerly 
JSa»t Bum and anciently i7oiu/^aA;*— G^en» 
from the Battle Hill towards the south, and 
olimbing ihe^JeU^ ftrms^ the entrance to the 
Umn from Jlexfaamsbife;. The BroasL Gate^ 
and one or two smallar allieys braneh oyt in* th^ 
same direction. In these lanesare seyerfiliaiicietlt 
houses, but they are igeneraUy the dw«fihigs of 
Uie poor. From the Battle Mill likewise di- 
yei^paEi£ida^(»Iled the JPbreand JSkm^ Streets^ 
Both are narrvw,. and, eaeh in length about \Sl9 
yards; they epen to the Market-place. jFbrr 
Street^ anciently called Costeky JZotp; is tole- 
rably well built and has some good shops^ 
The ancient name of the Back Stteet- is Sti 
Mary*^6ate,,mty. Char e^{rom the dedicatory of 
the ancient parish ehureh^ Bomieiof'the ruhsaor 
which stm distinguish it The' Market-place 
is of an irregular figure approaching to a square^ 
iii length about fifty yards and in breadth Hiirty. 
Its west Side is formed by, a screen of house? 
deforming and partly concealing the church. 
Its east and smallest sfde by an aptique towei^ 
used as the eourt-house, and an ancient building; 
supposed by Mr. Hutchinson to have been, the 
Manor-House^ A range 6f respectable ^ops 
forms the north side, and the shambles, raised 
against some irregular^ buildings and the ruins 
of St, Mary's, finish the Market-pkce biti the 
soutb— this side stands exactly between tbe 
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Fore and Bach streets, which are separated from 
each other by a short street called the Meat 
MUrkety formed by one face of the buildings 
behind the shambles. 

The mean and inelegant Market-place is an 
extraordinary instance of the perversion of taste 
and the abuse of capalnlity. The gloomy court- 
house with its corresponding neighbour, and the* 
noble cathedral, might have formed two isides of 
a square seldom equaled in a country town ; and 
if the new shops on the north side had kept a line 
parallel to the present shambles, which ought to 
be removed, the Market-place of Hexham would 
have done honour to 'Northumberland. ^ 

The tiorth-west angle of the Market«place 
opens from OilUgate, or iSft. Giles's Street, ' so 
called lirom St Giles's Hospital to which it 
leads. It is a broad and good street, and ter- 
minates with a considerable descent in the 
suburb of Codcshaw; 

Hie north-east angle of the Market-place 
«pens into a stteet which rapidly descends the 
hill on the of^site side to St. Criles's, with 
which it IS connected by^ the Bdrv or Pudding 
Chdre. 'Urn abrupt and dangerous descent is. 



' The word 0«l« lit tlie north country direct fus STery dif- 
&r.OQt 9lgnifipatioa firpn that m which it is usuaUj aGcq>ted, and 
means no more than road, street, or muf. G\\]igaie, the Broad 
6ite$,'8ic* aire therefere no ptoofs of a walled town, although 
such acondttsion has been erroneouslj deduced firom tiieir com- 
mon use. See Jamieson's Hermes Scythkee, Scotch Dictionary, 
Dtthkar's Greek prepositions in Kara* 



2Q HISTORY OF HEXHiiM. p. i; 

called the Bull Sank, and is the entrance iW>m 
the north. ■ ' ; 

The Ball Bank, the Row, and Gilligate, form 
one long irregular street on the north side of 
the town, and are directly op^ed to PritsU 
popple^ the Bottle HiU^ and Hencote^ on/the 
south, the Market-place, Foi^e Street, and BAck 
Stteet, lying between them. In this long street 
are some of the mo^t ancient houses in Hexham, 
and the approaches both IVom the east and the 
west have all the inbonvei^iiience and contempt 
of order M^hich distinguish the buildings, of our 
ancestors. 

On the east side of the Harket-place, a smdl 
narrow and irregttlar sfreet opens by the aWh- 
way of the coiirt-houtSe, from whidh circumstance 
it is called the Hall-gate ai)d the Hafi-garth. 
It terminates on a natural terrace commanding 
a beautiful view of the vale of Tyne, Here are 
situated a very ancient tower, now used as the 
Manor.Qffice ; the. Free Grammar-School of 
Queen Elizaibeth,'and sieyeral liaiidisome modeiH 
houses enclosed by gardens. 

Opposite to this arch, bii the west mde of the 
Market-place, is another gateway <>pening into 
the churchyard, and the Seal; and affording a 
communication with Oi^fig'fitfe by the Abbey 
Gate, and with Cocksha\ir, ;Hencotes, &c. by 
pleasant walks laid along the 4$!pa/ for the con- 
venience of the public by the late Sit W- C 
Elackett, Bart. ' » ^ 
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Between this arch and St Mary's Gate is 
another archway of considerable antiquity lead- 
ing by a narrow lane into an area called by the 
uncouth name of the Jjff^ Back Side. Two 
sides of this square are formed by the walls of 
tbe present Mid the iHiim^ of a fbnuer oburdi, 
screened howerer by modern buildings ; the two 
remaining sides by mean dwelling-houses ; the 
area of this square is applied to the meanest 
parpMes^ - This^ is^wdrtby th6' attention of tiie 
inha^Atants. * A lafg^r^enlj^noe Arom the centre 
of tibe^towii would make this the best situation 
for the Butchers' Shamibles, and thus the bustle; 
ineonvenitnoe. and conAttion» that are always 
fblt'in the present crowded Market-place might 
be BifK>ided, tibe eleanliiiesi; and consequent 
heidthfulness of the streets much improved^ 
and the public essentially benefited- ' 

The suburb of Cockshaw is divided ^ into se^ 
veral narrow streets. The brook Sows through 
its centre and is crossed and reerossed^l^ fitd^ 
bf idges. The housesi are generally mean, and 
there is nothing inteiMting or curious; Here tlM» 
tanneries and most of the glove inanu&ctoriea 
are situated. Hexham, it is pvobaUe,^ wasinevefei 
much krgep than it is at present. The: frequent 
change of name in mcist a£the streetsis olily «n 
argument of its great antiquity. The (atteiition 
of' the reader to this litite sketch of ithelgenchtil 
plan^will prevent confuffibwwhen discussing the 
details. ^ 
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Ab aainti:odaetio]i to these sMbjects^ Had ia 
proof of the jstability of property, it may be 
vemarked that the wa\e names which appear 
\a huve 0ecapied the various farms on the diyi- 
«um of the common in 1792 ai^. found in poa*- 
sepsslon <^ the «ame^ property at the present 
SftOBftent^ In the parish registers at the earliest 
dates^ awl in the vestry books, surnames are, 
with scarcely a single exception, those of the 
piieaent inhabitants. 

The roU-^call of the Hexham Company in 
1746 amounted to 60 men ; and in 1798 the 
In&ntry Armed Association enrolled 98 per* 
sons. The rederaied land-tax in the district 
qS> Hexfaamshir^ amounts to £98. 17^* llit^* 
the unredeemed to £58. 68. OM total £157* 45. 
The redeemed land-tax in Hexham township 
is £50. 18^. SK the unredeemed £61. 1&9. aifif. 
toM £ 108. 14^. 6iii. 

I iia •Hexhamshire ' there we 845 houses ; of 
thisse 110 are cottages, and 136 are houses 
assessed. 
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Aecordiiig to Ibe oeasusidT. June lB9Vtbe 
number of houses in the towittUip^^xf . Hexham 
was as follows : — 



t * 



m h * * h ' ^ I 



/ 



Inhalnted Houses, • • . • 51S 
umtiiiiiDiKa JtioaMtMp « • • sx • 

HoifBes then, in b«ilding«: . • • . 4 . 

Tolttl 5S9 

From an accurate statement, in which the 
hoiisesi of the towtishif^ not imnhbdiaffeeljr in the 
vkdttitf 'flfre<xnittedi ^we find the. nuiribers ^ 

Gilligate Waid, 83 

Priest-popple Ward, ... 121 
• SobuilMui, • .' *. . ' » •: 'J TO 

Total 467 

, » I • . . ..." V . .; .' I ' 'J- .. . < I 

According to another division; there aife^ 88 
cottages and 446 assessed houses, giving ^ total 
of 53^9 to the township. 

Mr. Hutcliinson pasised through Hexham in 
1743-4, and estimated the number of inhabitants 
at 3000 persons. In 1801, the township con- 
tained 3427 persons ; of whom 1500 were males 
and 1927 females. In |^810 the town alone 
contained 1397 males, 1865 female, and 878 
children uiAier 12 years of age. ' 

In 18liwthe census giyes 3.473 . persqns, and 
the returns; for 1818 are said to be mere tcopies 
of tbpse oCiSll.v, .For iS3J the. returns afford 
the following information; 

^ Mack, and Dent's Hist. North, tol. U. p. BS7, art. Hexham. 
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: Number of Fdtaoitiesy lOaOU-Malm !18(^ 






SCALE OF AGES. 



mmkr 10. ^tUtoliO* 10 to SO. Sfkt&SIt^ I lOib W. JOm'tlO. i 90, 4c. TotaK 

Males. 496 '384 €48 S!M 'iS42 77 1 1804 
FaDiaes.508 --450 895 584 811 107 4 2809 

(>v/,', i ,. > «i r ' 

ToUL 1004 884 648 890 553 184 5 4118* 

trader lABrin ragfiieiAtUrei iOtqA- jS6$, «0t «iiip}py$4 
in either qj[|;hese pursuits^^' The po^ul^tion at 
present is mipposed to amount to 5406. 

*-ei ^ti ■// ; . 'i >■' ^ 

1 lili. . • • ., • . 

* There renmin 1.1 pempntunfMx^ounted £9Vf, .Ti^it is au ioa^ 
curacy too caminon* • 

^ To these statistics may be added the following tables, ex- 
|ri9:tcdifom:tl^e retMrns ^pbrliftfi^Q^ IB. 1^15, 1818, fifid 1821, 
and fVom a report to the Miphaelmas oeiBsiohs for the county 

\hi$i>9. ' '"■ ' '• ■ ' •^•' ■ ' ' '•- '^ 

Poor-IUU 'Atfilta! ^n AiA, valve of ' 

HEXHAMSHIRE. in 1815. 1809. Property in 1813. 

^^ Higbftttarten .. ♦ . iQfif, 157«.0 OS' 

Low Quarter, . . 271 .8190 Of .^^^ 
"''■ Middle Quarter, .'. '169 " igniGC:^^^^ ' 



i West Qnaiiwr, : i . 14$ ; «982.0 



Hexham TowBsliip, 1501 , 8850 1^984 
Hexham iUriilHjtota]. 2192, 16016' 7 & ^892&8 



^ 



Inhab. Houses. Mates. Females. Total. 



f>. 



High Quii^te^ . .^ 4 45 ' r4& UG ' k79 

LowC^artej, . . S6 ^2S6 . 210 r 44fi 

Middle Quarter, .' . 33 85 88 * ' 178 

West Quartltr, . '. 48 125 118 94B 

Hexham Township, 51.| }801 2^15 . 4116: 

Hexham Parish, total 718 2890 2867 5257 
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From these^^etails a progressive improvement 
is made evident, and it is probable that Hexham 
never was so populous as at present. 

The dressing and manufacture of leather 
have long been the staple trade of Hexham. 
It is not easy to point out the period of its 
introduction. The name Skinner Bum has 
been implied to Bondgate since the date of Mr. 
Wallis's History, as may be inferred from his 
using the latter name. Old inhabitants remem- 
ber its entire occupation by the artiaans whose 
designation it now bears. Old tombstones in 
the churchyard of Hexham and in the burying 
ground at Swallowship, now destroyed, bare 
the insignia of the glover. But none of these 
claim a high antiquity for the leather trade of 
Hexham ; and the earliest writers who mention 
the subject only say in general that it has been 
'' long celebrated for its manufacture x>f leather." 
The trade has seldom been more flourishing than 
at present. The following table will shew the 
extent to which it is now carried on :•— * 

Men and Bo/s employed as Leather- 1 .. 

dressen and Glove-cutters, . j ' 
Qqjs employed aa Duaten^ ..... 40 

Women in Hexham and its vicinity em-1 innn 

ployed as Sewers^ .... j 

Total Mil 

Raw skins used annually, .... 80000 
SStins of dressed Leather intported an«l \QQf^ 
nuaHy, J 

Total 9^000 
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There are annually made and ' exported 
23»504 dozefts of pto^ of gloves. 

The quantity oi Dutch Ofcer<usedis about 
5 tons annually. ^ An argillaceous pale yellow 
earth, mixed with white and spangled with flat 
talcy particles, is found at Higfa-^sbeel, near 
Hexham, and is useful to glorers.'' ^ This k 
called by the workmen yH^c/o^, bat, being of an 
inferior quality, is seldom and little used. Dur- 
ing the wto with Holland, however, when the 
proscription c^ trade pre vtsnted the importati<»i 
of Dutch Oker, the fell clay was almost wholly 
used, and was found to serve the purpose. 

The second important branch o^ the leather 
trade is Thiming, which is caarried on to a con- 
siderable extent. There are four tanneries; the 
number of men employed does not exceed 18^ 
and ' that number dressed in the course of last 
year 5000 hides and ISOOO calf skins. The 
tanneries of Messrs. Carr and Dodd lure distinct 
firom the ^ove trade. 

The art of making stuff J^ats appears to have 
been introduced into Hexham soon after the 
discovery of the art itself. There are sixteen 
master hatters. To redte the names of all would 
be tedious, and to make distinctions would be 
improper and invidicms. The number of per-^ 
sons employed differs with the season ; during 
the summer micmtha 95 or 40 have been at 

* WMb, tot I p. 4Stv Mack, and Dent's Hist* rol i. p. 1 35. 
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WQfk, while the winter establishment rarely 
reaches 20. This is nevertheless an important 
ImHich of the trade of Hexham. 

There are two Wbdllen Manufactories in the 
banda of Messrs. W. and H. Hart These are 
prioicipaUy employed in the earding and dressing 
of wool fyt the oonsuttiptioii of the neighbour- 
hood. In both the machinery is worked by steanu 
The engines ate cylindrieal, acting by compres- 
stioQ) and of about 4 horses' power. This branch 
of tsade employs about 20 persons, and its ma- 
nagement is said to do credit to the directors. ' 

There are S8 Loomis for the manufacture of 
Linen, Cotton, &c. in constant employ, but no 
extensive establishment There ^re two Rope 
manufactories in a flourishing condition under 
the management of Messrs* Bdmburgh and 
Busby. One very consid^^ble Brewery , the 
property of Mr. Armstrong, is situated in Priest- 
popple; and another of yet greater magni- 
tude, which, though not immediately within the 
limits of our subject, is important to it ; this is 
Mr. Elstobb's Brewery on the north side of Tyne 
Bridge, about a* furlong distant from Hexham, 
and in the parish of St, John Lee. 

' ** Ser^ral otbe^ branches of trade on a more limited scale are 
carried on bere; among which, Messrs. William and Henry Hart, 
two spirited mechanics, near the Abbey Gate, deserve notice. 
They have procured a small steam-engine, which is advantage- 
ously em)>]oyed in driving carding machinery. They manufacture 
considerafile quantities of woollen yam for sale, as well as for 
hire.- Mack, and Dent's Hist. North, vol. ii. p. 334. 
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A water Corn-mill of complicated machinery 
and extensive power is situated on the bank of 
the river, beneath the bridge. It is conducted 
by Mr. Dixon, and called Ty ne MUls. ^ A little 
higher up the river on Tyne Green, stands a 
Wind-mill still in use, and the ruins of a similar 
erection, but of earlier date, crown the Wind- 
mill Hill, on the west side of the Seat 

There are in Hexham thirty-two Inns and 
Public-housed. The prindpal are the Blttek 
£ull, a very old house that seems to have given 



^ ^ Three antient water Corn MtUs tituate standing and be- 
ing upon the river of T^fne, within the boundary, precincfSt 
and territories of the said regality and manor, and part and 
parcel thereof, &c. and the said three water Com MiUs are and 
tkne whereof the memory of roan is not to the contrary have 
been antient mills ; and within the said regality and manor of 
Hexham aforesaid there is a custom, time whereof the memory 
<if man is not to the contrary* that all the freeholders* copyhold- 
ers, renters, farmers, bakers, brewers, residents and other inha- 
bitants of llie said Burrough of Hexham aforesaid, and the 
precincts thereof lunre used to jpfind and ought to grind all their, 
^c. at said mills or one of them and not elsewhere, &c. and to 
find and proride servants, horses, and sacks to fetch and carry 
their said com to grind at said mflls. One sixteenth part by 
way of mulctuse to be taken and received by tenants of said 
miUs, by means of which soak and snchen aforesaid and by the 
custom iifinresaid the proprietors have been better enabled to pay 
the fee-farm rent to the crown, &c/' 

From a memorial addressed to the Rt. Hon. Sidney, Earl of 
'Godolphin,. Lord High Treasurer of Gireat Britain, Henry 
Bojle, Esq. Chancellor and under Treasurer of her Majesty's 
Court of Exchequer, Sir Edward Ward, Knt. Lord Chief Baron 
•of the same Court, and the r«st of the Barons. Orator Sir W. 
Blackett, Bart. v« freeholders of Hexham. 

The opinion of counsel in a similar case— erecting a steel mill 
within the liberties to grind malt for hie own Brewery was given 
.agaiust the defendant. . Rent of Tyne Mills, 170^— £ l60. 
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a name to the Bull Bank on which it standis, 
and the White Hart, situated in the angle be- 
tween Fore Street and the head of Priest-popple, 
most conveniently for the Mail coach and other 
carriages on the road between Newcastle and 
Carlisle. At the Black Bull (Mrs. Thomson's) 
the Exdse Office is held^ here too is the Assem- 
bly Room, and the True Briton coach stops 
here on its way from Ne wcastile to Carlisle ; it 
starts at 7 in the moirning from Dixon's, White 
Hart, CMd Flesh-market, Newcastle, and arrives 
at Hexham at 10 a. m. and returns next day at 
2 p. M. on the way from Carlisle. 

The Mail arrives at tiie White Hart, Mr. 
Burn's, at half-past 10 a. m. remains SO minutes, 
and then starts for Carlisle. The Mail from the 
latter place arrives at half-past 8 on its way to 
Newcastle. A stage-coach, called the British 
Queen, starts daily (Sundays excepted) at 8 
A. M. It reaobes Newcastle at noon, and returns 
between 8 and 9 in the evening of the same 
day to Mrs. Charlton's^ Gray Bull Inn, Battle 
Hill, whenoe it departed; 

In addition to these conveniences for trade, a 
commodious Gig has been lately established to 
run on the south side of the Tyne. It is called 
the Traveller, stariis fifom Hexham at 7 in the 
morning, and returns late the same evening. 

Messrs. Watson and Erington, and other 
carriers,, haye carts every second day from 
Hexham to Newcastle. The carriers from 
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]!!{ewea8tk to Carlisle paas thorough Hexham at 
lea^t twice arweek> vuc. on Mondojr and Wed- 
neid^y. Carts fhrni firamptmi, Haltwhistle, 
Haydon-bri^ge^ Alston^ and Allocidaie, pass and 
repass twice arweek, and many thousand carts 
p»ss through froin the lead mittfis to Newcastle^ 
With these facilities it will be allowed tlmt 
Hexbasb ia well situated with respect to trade* 

There are two annual Fairs at Hexham: the 
&^t fior cattlet horses, swine, sheep,, and lambs, 
altered from the 5th to the 6tfa of August : the 
other for &t and lean) cattle, swine, aikd horses, 
altered from the 8th to the: 9th of November. 
There ace also two hiring^ fos seci^nte, at May- 
day and Martinmas. _ Tuesday is ike weekly 
markeMla)^, and there is an inferior market qa 
Saturday. * 

The markets; af e extremely well . supplied^ 
Mei^t is> as good, as cheap, in as great plenty, 
and at aE times as easily to be pvocured, as in 
any town of the same size in England. Poultry, 
egg^« and butter, are cheap and in^gsesLt i^nty. 
Fish is scarce,, and the want of watar carriage is. 
felt in tiiis article. The distance irom the sea 
and the land carriage contract the supply and in- 
jimre the quality, whUe th^ in^»uie the price. 
V,^etgiiie9 do not hold a fal^ place in the mar- 

« 

^ Erery^ Tuesday fortnight ffom the 10th of March to the 
10th of December is a market for homed cattle. On the 25th 
oB Jul)% and on St Simon and St. Jude, art two annual faits. 
Wfliii^, vol. ;ii». p* 92' 
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ket, from the number of gardens, which enables 
ahnost every &mily to^ ruse its own stock. 
Immense quantities of vegetaUes are sent from 
HfixK^^tt to the Newcastle markets. 

Return of Grain annually sold in Hexham 
market. 

Wheats 4000 quarters. I Oais^ 2000 qHarters. 
Barley, 1000 ditto. ] Bye, 1500 ditto. 

There is something pecuUar hfi the measures 
which may be worthy of notice. Wheat and 
Rye: 2 Winchester bushels = 1 Hexham bushel. 
Oats and Barley : 8i Winchester bushels = 1 
Hexham bushel. 

There are two Printing Offices in Hexham, 
where the work is distinguished for its neatness 
and accuracy. Messrs. Dickenson and Barkor 
are likewise proprietws of the two Cifculating 
Libraries. There is no book^ub, public sub*- 
scription library, news-room, or reading-room, 
and we are soiry we cannot say that the encou- / 
ragement afforded to the caterers for the mind's V 
appetite reflects credit oh the literary taste of 
the inhal^tants of Hexham. 

The shops in general are extremely respecta- 
ble and well suf^lied, and appeaHJo be creditably 
supported* As there is an intimate connexion 
between; trad^ and credit, this may be the proper 
plaae to remark^i that Mr. Dottnison Bell is the 
agent afe Hexhaaii^ foo the Bank of R. 6; Lamb* 
ton, Femvick, iPjrbds, and Anderson ; and th^ft 
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the useful establishment the Skivings' Bemk has^ 
been introduced here, under the title of the 
TindaJe Ward Saving^ Bank. • 

The following is the printed abstract of acv 
counts for the present year. 

To Cash received, as audited Jan. S6th, 1 SS I » . 1 SGSfh 19 11 

IB9S, Jan. ft9d, received of Depositors from 1 6406 6 10 
Jan. 26th« 1821 to this day, • . . . J 

To a Draft, with Interest, - S06 9 9^ 

To Beoeipts for lalorest to Nor. 20lh, l9St%, ' 1000 £ 7 

£21344 2 1 

' ' £. s. d. 



paid Depositors, Bx- It 
CM, &c. as audited Jan. > S6ll 19 7 

I, 182 1, • • . • » . J - 



By Cadi paid Depositors, Bx- 

penset; 

26th 
1828, Jan. 22d, by Cash'pai^^ 

Depositors from Jah. 2jStb» > 3215 16 1,1 

1821, to this day, .. '. J 
By Amount of Receipts to tfais^ 

day, with Interest to Nov. I 144^5 5 7 . 

20ti), 1822 J 

Paid Ridleyife Co. for Commission, 
PaiA Clerk's Salary, 2 yean » 
Paid for -Printing, Advertising, 1 

Postage, and 'Stationery, J 
BalaiTce in tlie Hand^ of the Trea- ^ 

««rer, S 



8 18 


6 


20 





2 13 


6 


19 8 







* 

£21344 2 I 



22d January, 1823. The above Accounts were this day 
audited by us, 

M. W. CAER, 
H. RICHMOND. 

Resolved, that a Dividend of the Surplus Intertit of Two 
Shillings and threepence in the Poimd, calculated on the Interest 
for the two years endmg Ist January, 1823, be added to each 
Depositor's Account. 
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Without disputing the propriety of those 
laws which demand that the sick and needy 
shall be supported by their more fortunate 
brethren^ we may be allowed to question the 
policy of that system which too frequently 
compels the upright and industrious to provide 
for the dissolute and the depraved. And to com- 
plain of those heavy burdens which depress the 
spirit and exhaust the strength of labouring 
honesty» to ease the shoulders of idleness, encou- 
rage the lethargy of sloth, and turn the natural, 
manly desire of independence into supine reli- 
ance on the energies of others. The poor of the 
township of Hexham are provided for, as u^ual, 
by rates levied occasionally, as circumstances 
demand. The established rate is Sd. in the 
pound on the rental of land, and 6d. in the 
pound on the rental of houses. The County or 
Constable Rates, amounting annually to £50. 
or £60. are paid out of the sums collected for 
the parish. The power of levying these rates 
is vested, as usual, in the discretion of a select 
vestry, who also regulate their, appropriation. 

In 1808 the rates for the whole parish of 
Hexham amounted to £ 2001. 2^. 9|^. and for 
the township to £ 1338. 16^. 0^. at three shil^ 
lings in the pound. But in 1810 the amount 
for the town only was £ 1419* 18^. 7d. at four 
shillings in the pound. ^ 

7 Mack, and Dent's Hist. Nofth. vol. ii. p. 387^ 

E 
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The foUowing h a scate of rates for seTen 
years at Sd. and 6d. in tke pound. 

Yearealkig Batter ISlTi 7| Rates, each 241 = 1807 10 

... 18 IS, 9 ditto ...... 241 = 2169 

... I8I9. 9 <Btto ...... 241 =8169 O 

... 1820, 8 ditto ...... 241 =r: 1928 

............................ 1821, 8 ditto ...... 221 = 1768 

............................ 1822, 7 ^hio ...... 291 ete.i^47 O 

Expected in 1828, 6 ditto ...... 221 =s]S26 

A ToliHitioii took place- m 1820, Which reduced the ratet £2(k 
It begpan to operate at faster 1821. 

The long list of beqiaests «nd benefiietions to 
the poor of this partsfa-^-4t display of posthumous 
ehaiity seldom witDessed^^s preserved in the 
latter part of this volume, as a memento of the 
rights of the inbahitantis, and an examine to the 
vvorld. 

The Pooivhouse is situate near the head of 
Priest^ppie. It is a large irregular buflding^ 
and crf^diffeMtit dates. Several poor fatmlies 
receive no faitlier relief from the parish than an 
asylum witMn these walls. The person prosiding 
over the inmates is called *' the Master." H^ 
contracts for the support of the establishment, 
and is responsiUe to the Overseers for the sup- 
ply of necessaries and for the conduct of the 
persons committed to his trust Eadu pauper 
admitted on the establishment is allowed by 
the parish two shillings and sixpence per week, 
paid to the master for his support Other parishes 
or townships are allowed to join in the support 
of this establishment, and to partake of ita 
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benefits. Such allies pay a sum not exceeding 
£ 2« 2s. yearly, besides the weekly pittance of 
%s. 6d. for each pauper admitted on their behalf 
In this league are many of the neighbouring 
townships, and it might be difficult to suggest 
a better or a cheaper mode of provision than is 
effected by such a union. 

The paupers' &re on Sunday and Thursday, 
which are called pot^ays, is boiled bee^ broth, 
and pease pudding, varied by other v^etaUes 
in season. Tuesday and Friday are eoUop- 
days, and afford fried bacon^ && The savings 
of these ^ya of {d^ity prevent tibe intervention 
of banian days in the Boor-house. In yeacs of 
^scardty a tibin akarch^lihe mixture of flour and 
water made an oceasuinal dish at the dinner 
table and conatuitly appeared at l>yeekfasfi, hot 
its place m now sisppliad by wbcleaoBie mi& 
.and natritiim crowdy. <Tfaid more ddictte dis- 
>pose of thm oomman viaqds to purchase an 
joeoaaional f£sh of tea or some such hxxitry. 
'The ^oeatest attention is paid to deanlii^ss and 
jotfder ; and iwe strongly ceoommend to the miap- 
petised gourmemd, or Jthe nice^stomached lady 
of quidity, an .occjiaioeal peep into a poor-house, 
joad cordifilly wish . them a relish fiir paupers* 
lare« 
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CHAP. HI. 



RELIEF OF THE SICK POOR — ^DISPENSARY* 



The greatest blessing of this life is the power 
td enjoy it. The heaviest istioke of misfiNrtune 
is inflicted by the hand of her most terriUe 
agent, pain. Sickness conquers the wilL The 
arm of industry is paral3rzed, tlie strength of 
resolution tsapped, and the energies of mind 
consumed, in resisting the sk>w insidious attacks 
of this deeeitlul enemy. Wed.tii and. power 
are unavailing-— the mighty and the mean are 
brought on equal terms. Health is true riches, 
and sickness real poverty ; and thus the provi-- 
dential dispensation of good and bad, of sweet 
and Itttter, in the cup of life, is the strongiest 
proof of the ^ even*handed justice" of the Creator 
in his dealings with hia creatures. The division 
would indeed appear unequal, wh^i sidoiess is 
added to poverty^ did not the same providence 
which permits the infliction, command the re- 
medy. << To do good, and to distribute, forget 
not*' *^ To whom much is given from him 
much shall be required.*' ^'Blessed be the man 
tiiat provideth for the sick and needy ; die 
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Lord shall deliver him in the time of trouble." 
These simple sentences are the comprehensiye 
charters of the poor, and fair be his portion by 
whom they are obeyed. .There is no charity 
mote merit(»ious than that which aims at re- 
lieving the afflictions of the destitute sick, and 
therefore few institutions mote deserving encou- 
ragement and approbation than a public and 
gratuitous Dispensary. The hospitals and lazar 
houses, which, to tbe^ credit of our ancestors, 
seldom failed to accompany a religious establish- 
ment, have died away with their supporters, 
and infirmaries and dispeisaiies maintained by 
puUic and voluntary subscription have risen 
*irom their ruins. In these exc^ent institutions 
the charitable spirit of ancient times is seconded 
•by the superior science of the present day, and 
how beneficial are the results of such a comfai- 
fMtion! 

The Hexham Dispensary is lodged at present 
in a house rented fi>r the purpose, conveniently 
situated near the Hall Bank Head, till the funds 
of the eiErtablishment shall enable the managers 
to erect a separate building, and appropriate it 
to the express purposes of the charity. 

The benevolent projectors of this admirable 
institution were the late Rev. Sloughter Clarke, 
the Rev. Robdrt Clarke, the Rev. John Wilson, 
Colonel Carr, and James Kirsopp, Esq. 'Spittal. 
Its objects are *^ to afibrd medicfd assistance to 
those, who, having barely sufiicient for their 
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common mamteiumce, are unabk^ iti case of 
sicknefis, to bear any additional expense ;" to he 
a useAii ** auxiliary to the ohjecrtB of the truly 
excellent institution, the County Infirmary ; to 
r^eve iickness in cases where the patient «an- 
not, wiiliottt great inconvemttice, be sent to a 
distance; and to check the progress of dismal* 
In its earliest appearances." 

It was instituted on the l«th of May, 1S16. 
Its goyernment is vested in a patrons governor, 
tind board of control of nine subscribers, called 
governors. This boaidhcriids its annual meetings 
in October at tiiie Dispensary, ra0eives the im- 
ports, and confirms or njeeliS the regulittiovus of 
ikte eomntitfeey consisting of fifteen gaveiieiofB 
and the medical gentlemen who are memb^:^ 
esp (jfflcio. This committee meets quarteirly, in 
September, Decemlber, March, and June. The 
qualification to become a governor, and to vote 
at general meetings, is an annual subscription 
of Ws. 6d. which gives also a right to recom- 
tnend one patient in the year* This right 
increases in proportion to the amount of the 
isbbsertption. An overseer may become a go- 
vernor in behalf of his parii^ or towjsship an 
the same conditions. 

The medical attendance is gratuitous, and 
extends to physic, surgery, and vaccination 
only. The medical gmtiianen visit patients in 
town and those who lie in die course of their 
professional rides gratis. Times of admission 
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from 11 tin 1 tfeloek on Monday ftnd Friday 
every week* An apotbcicary is 4q[>poiiited on a 
Mfaury, who sees to the prepantioti and admi^ 
nntmtkiii of the medicines. The really poof 
being the <Hily pfoper objects of this charity^ 
servants and apprentices are exduckd on the 
argiment that tibeir masters am aUe and re« 
sponsible. In cases of accident and necesnty^ 
letters of admission are dispensed with» till 
the next day of public attendance. Patit^ts 
revising medidne or resisting an operation 
are d&M^arged» in which case as in that of 
deaths a printed notice is tmbsmitted to the 
leoomaciend&ng gorenxMr. Patients are expect- 
ed when cttted to return thanks to Almighty 
God$ in their usual place of public worship. 
Admirable ruks for the conduct of the piUaente, 
and highly worthy the attmtion of poqr and 
of sick families in grnienal^ are printed and 
cumulated. 

The benefits of this institution have been 
^ felt in the town and neighbourhood of Hrnfi-^ 
ham. For even in the most unhealthy seasons 
amongst the lower classes, since the commence- 
ment of the institutiOA, and during which time 
the typhus fever has alarmingly prevailed in 
many places, the populous town of Hexham, 
where the lower classes are very much crowded 
together, bus rarely been moi^e healthy. It is 
surely not too much to attribute this effect^ 
in a considerable degree, to the opportunity/ 
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thus afforded them of applying for medical 
assistance on the very first symptoms of sickness. 
The benefit however of the Dispensary, in this 
instance, is not mere matter of opinion, but 
actually ascertained by fact; for in two instances^ 
in particular, that species of fever called typhus 
prevailed much in Newcastle and was brought 
to Hexham, and in both cases the influence of 
contagion was checked by the exerticms of the 
Dispensary/' 

The patron T. R. Beaumont, Esq. at the 
establishment of the Dispensaiy was its greatest 
benefactor. William Clarke, Esq. of London^ 
and his nephew the Rev. Robert Clarke, are 
now the greatest benefactors. The warmth 
with which the latter gentleman has fostered 
the institution^ and the useful presents he has 
made, are proofs of a really benevolent mind, 
and of a heart feelingly alive to the distresses 
of his fellow-creatures. He and all the gentle- 
men who contribute to its support merit and 
obtain the best reward<^-the blessings and the 
prayers of the relieved. 

RETURN OF CASES. 



YaAf 
ending Oct 

1817 
1821 

lBd2 



Admitted by le. 
eonunendaUon. 

217 
S06 



Ditto 
Caiiialtict. 

44 

57 
39 



Ren* on 
the Books. 

62 

47 
55 



Dead. 
28 

20 
14 



Diichaifed 
cuied^cG. 

247 
207 
176 



To the number of patients admitted must be added ISO persons 
vaccinated in 1817i and 105 in 1821. 
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i^tate of t^ atcounts. 





£. «. tf. 


1816 


105 16 6 


1817 


179 11 10| 


1891 


125 15 H 


1822 


104 14 7 



Aim* DMrntaeraeatik 



168 8 4^ 
97 11 4 
112 12 5 



17 8 
44 6 71 
86 8 8| 



PATRON. 
Tliofliw RIekMrd BiBi|Bioiit» E04. 

COMMITTEE for 1823. 



Rer. Robert Clarke, • 

Mr.FmitiiiStott,*' 

R^.G.WaMn»* 

Mr. TJbomas Leadbitter^ 

Mr. J. Belf ; * Moior CMIee, 

Mr« John Ruddock, 



Mr. Brunnen^ • 
Mr« Jaaitt Qtorhin, 
Mr. John Ridley. 
Mr-WilUamBeD, 
Mn IMbtttWUHMll, 
Mr. R^rt DiclwiiiOD* 



MEDICAL ATTENDANTS. 

Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Stokoe.' 

A90TH«qi|tY» 

Mr. TliMQM Jefleneo. 

TllBASURBR AND SECRETARY. 

Mr. Charles Head. 



* The geRtiemen to vthose namo the asterisk is affixed were 
memben of the first committee in 18 16. See the original report, 
Irom which, aa wdl as hwn its neatly written successors, the 
quotations in thia-ab«{|ter.are selected. 
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P. IV. 

EDUCATION OF THB POOR — FREE GRAMMAR- 
SCHOOL OF QUEEN ELIZABETH—SUBSCRIPTION 
SCHOOL — SUNDAY SCHOOLS — EDUCATION IN 
GENERAL. 



'•r*^ 



The silent flight of the kst thirty years ha» 
wrought a gradual but astonishing diange on 
the manners, morals, and religion of the po<n*. 
Can iti be wrong to impute this change to their 
advanqement in knowledge^ and the means of 
instruction now so generally and sa liberally 
placed' within their reach ? If the first act of 
disobedience. introduced knowledge^ it was, by a 
merciful dispensation, the knowledge of good as 
well as of evil. The fruit of death bore also the 
seed of life, and the crime \diile it wrought its 
own punishment abo supplied its own remedy. 
Were Hm the place to discuss the often agi- 
tated question — Is education necessary to the 
lower classes ? and to exemplify the beneficial 
effect of mental cultivation on the 'inorals of 
mankind, we might find it difficult to suggest 
a better argument than, a brief comparison of 
the character of the poor inhabitants of Hex^-" 
ham af^ it was; with the evidence this chapter 
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must afford of the stote of eduettkion, «id oon- 
seqaent moral improvement of the same class 
in Hexham^ as it is. 

An ancient building behind the high altar of 
St. Andrew's Church, the purpose of which is 
not very evident, retains the name of the Old 
SckaoL Of this seminary we know nothing, 
but we concdve it may have been originally 
appropriated to the purposes of the Free Gram* 
mar-School until its governors were enabled to 
erect the present building . in . its healthy and 
beautiful situation on the Hall Bank. 

It was the policy, of the wise, and ambitious 
£li2abeth to attach to herself the learning and 
the talent of her sul^ects. Her love of letters, 
her natural judgment, and her characteristic 
vanity, were combii^ in the encouragement of 
education. The establishment ci seminaries 
to be endowed by others, and to bear her name, 
was a. plan to gratify at once her wisdom and 
her weakness ; and the Free Grammar-Schools 
of Queen Elizabeth scattered over the kingdom 
are so many mcmuments of her wealth in will 
and poverty of means for. carryii^ into effect a 
sdieme so well adapted to its purpose. 

The charter of the Free Grammar-School 
of Queen Elizabeth in Hexham, <see the char- 
ter in app.) dated S^th day of June in the 41st 
year of her majesty's reign, a. d. 1599» ordains, 
that, on the prayer of the inhabitants, a pious 
care of the youth of her kingdom, the Queen 
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thereunto especially movijig» these may and 
shall he a Free Orammar-^School » Headham : 
that it shall be called the Frae.Cffamiiuu&Scfaooi 
of Queen Elisabeth in Hexham ; tint one mas- 
ter shall preside, mid be assisted by one uUier; 
tiiat twelve honest and discreet paridbionevs 
ahaU be chosen governors for fife of the^Misses* 
sions that may be given to /the SidmxA of Hes>- 
ham, (the names of the &st governors ace pre- 
served in the ohartar, fee aj^^; that tlMe 
governors and their sucoessors shall be a bodgr 
corporate and politic for ever 4 that they shsfl 
have and use a common seal ; that elich governor 
shall be a fit person fearing God, of good name 
andfam^ andof the fuH age of twenty-one yeavs. 
That the govonors with the consent and assewt 
of the Aichihishop of York&r the time being, 
or of the X>san of ihe oaliiedral diurch of Yoik, 
in case4if a vacancy of the see, shall have full 
power and Authonty to elect on honest, learned, 
and disoreet man iof the degsee of M. A. at 
2 leastfto be. master isf the JPnee^SchooI, Aic^anda 

just and fit man to be ffaoB assistant; liiat Ihere 
shaU be statutes, ktws, and otdloatioins fi>r tiie 
said school 4 and that its. possessions :8lndl not 
exceed the sum of ^£ira. per anmun ; tlmt this 
deed shall be sealed with tbt great seal of Eng- 
land, and made pataiit without fine or payment 
great or small, to the Queen's Hanaper, or in 
any other way to the Queen's use. Witness 
the Queen at Westminster. 
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Tfae^tatates ordaki (see stefcutes in app.) that 
the nuffiter ^shaU be fomif bed in the Greek and 
Ijatin tongnes; a ^i^tec^ifim shall be taught 
weekly; grammar shall be securely taught; 
episiies siudl be imtton weekly; orations 
written gad reeitodj; and tibereahaU be a weekly 
exemise in vennficatioB; wrUing to be enoou- 
nged; amnlatiofn made the prkieiple of action ; 
vQwsatdB eonnunded to be given ; Latin to be 
i^okeii in ;sobool; fm ixioard 49r dagger skaU be 
worn; die adioolniarter Aail be of the age of 
twenty-six ; he shall sign the articles and take 
the 011th of supisemaay ; all the profits of the 
•adiool ahaU belong to the master^ saving £4. 
aonnaily to the usher; quarter fer^las for tbe 
boya of Hexinm abaU not exceed 1 penny 
(henee, quarts pM$ms) ; boys fimn without 
libe parbb ^shdtt pay IS pauuea quarterfylo Hie 
tmatcr, and ^ pmnies to the ushcy. The follow- 
ing are the books ordained to be read, in tbe 
order given, beglniiii^ at tbe 1st foria and 
midii^ at the 74;h. lily-s ^cnxunar «nd short 
€onfvensati<Kis, the DiatidM of Cato^ Msap'B 
FaUes, tiie Dialogues of 'Emamm^ Nowel'a 
Ctrteofaism, m Comedy of Terence, Arithmetie» 
Piosody, Gseero'a £piitles, Ovid, Mjr* Asham'a 
£pisl;les, Cicero's Qratibos, Aptbo»ius, Ovidfs 
Epistles, Gbreek Gftsmmagy V ir^'s BucoUes and 
Georgks, Ovid's MetamorpboseSp Basil's Epis- 
tles, Cknnard's Gfamfnar, Theognis, Csesar's 
Commentaries, Ji»tin or SdObist, Vila's J^neid, 
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Horace, Lucan, Isocrates, Demosthenes, Homer, 
Hesiod, Phocilides, &c. aU these being referred 
to the choice of the master and the ability of 
the scholar. 

Prayers shaU be said morning and evening 
from the Book of Common Prayer and -Psalms. 
The school shall be opened before 6 in the mom^ 
ing — ^the scholars shall go to dinner at 11, return 
at a quarter before 1 at ftrthest, and study 
till 6 in the afternoon ; a short prayer shall be 
said by one of the scholars, and they shall then 
go home. 

From this digest of the charter and statutes 
of the Free Grammar-School of Queen Elixir 
beth in Hexham it will appear that no provision 
was made for the necessary education of the 
poor ; for the reading of the sdiolars begins just 
where that of the labouring poor leaves off. 
We have no account of any preparatory school 
either at that or at an earlier period. A list of 
the masters from the foundation to the present 
time is extant, (see app.) Some celebrated men 
and many able scholars have received the rudi- 
ments of their education here. The statutes are 
now modified and more in unison with the pre- 
sent state of education than in their original form . 
The govemovs as a body corporate still exist, 
but the school has no property, and their autho- 
rity extends little farther than to the election of 
the master and an oecanonal visitation. The 
master is paid by the scholars, the quarter pen- 
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nies being of o6urse much changed in value 
since the date of the statutes. The useful 
branches of the mathematics, and that practical 
kaming which distinguishes the present day, 
have greatly siipaaeded the merely classical 
studies pr^tcrlbed by the first governors. The 
number of scholars generally exceeds seventy. 
The presi^t master. is the Rev. T. Scurr. ^ 

Whatever may have be^i the design of the 
royal godmother of the Hexham Free Grammar 
School, it stiU continues an anomaly. Free, 
without foundation oi* endowment ; having sta- 
tutes in force, but not obeyed ; a charter without 
privileges ; and a co:iqporate body to preserve its 
property, without having any property to be 
preserved. All this is indeed astonishing when 
we consider the uncommcm liberality and gene- 
rosity of the neighbouring families at all times, 
and the evident waflt of education in the lower 
dasses till of late years ; and to the list of won- 
ders may be added, that the real nature of the 
school is ^ littie understood by the bulk of the 



^ An honourable teetimooj to tb* taknU and character of this 
gentleman, and to all concerned^ claims to be recorded here. A 
number of gentlemen, educated at this school, dined together on 
tbe llth of April, 1SS2, at Mr. Wilson's, J^rdan-busb Inn, 
Hexham. After dmner the chairman, Mr. Harbottle of Anick 
Grange, one of the senior scholars, proposed the health of the 
Bcv. Thomas Scuir, presenting him with a handsome silver 
Tankard and Tearsenrice of S* 70. value, in the name of the meet- 
ing, as a testimony of their gratitude for his services as their 
teacher, and in veneration of bis ti^lents ^ character as a clergy* 
man and a man. 



1 
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inhabitants of Hexham, aa it is at the north 
pole. We dismiss the subfect with the oonsoling 
reflection, that the ulilii^* of the sdiool in ita 
present state is infinifedf greater than it conkl 
have been, even if the tenns of the cdiarter and 
the statutes were oompliad with to tlie lettor. 

The SuBscBXPTiON School stands in an airf 
situation at the head of the street cifled the 
Skinner Bum, and rather b^ond the pMcincts 
i^the town. It was erected in 1818, and opened 
on the 5th of November in tlie same year-^the 
birth*day of the patron— -T. R. Beaumont^ Esq. 
A brief account of Hke building and its purposes 
is contained in an inscription over the ddoNway. 

Tnin up a ehild ia the ivj he should go.^Prov. xxii. 6. 
BRBCTKD BY PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION^ 

THE LORD AND LADY OF THB RBGALITY CONTRIBUTINO 

ONE HALF^ 

ISIS. 

It is a neat and simple* building, capable of 
aooommodating 800 ohiMven* The ^tipense of 
its erection according to the contract amounted 
to £847. T. R. Beaumont, Esq. contributed 
£ 150. and T. W. Beaumont, £sq. £20. ^ 

The current expenses of the school are decay- 
ed by an annual subscription ; and the donations 

7 This infbrmatioR may be relied on> and we state it to cor- 
rect tlie vague and erroneous assertions tliat we hare heard 
reported concer ni ng tlie subscription, to tlie prejudice oP tlie 
persons interested. 
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of occasional visitors, Which do not average five 
shillings in the year, are applied to the purchase 
of books, &c. An augmentation of the master's 
tehtry is proposed, and wiU in all probalnlity 
be granted. The number of scholars is gene* 
rally about 240. They are taught English 
reading, grammar, writing, arithmetic, and occa- 
irionally the useful branches of the mathematics. 
Where ingenuity and a desirc of learningare mar 
nifested on the part of the schdar, his inclination 
is fostered by the discerning master. The sys- 
tem is a mixture of those of Bell and Lancaster. 
This institution is calculated to produce much 
good, and lays claim to the liberal support of 
the public. On Sunday, the scholars are reve- 
rently brought to church by the master-^^nd 
the children of the dissenters go to their respec- 
tive chapels with their parents. 
^ At each place of worship, with the exception 
of the establishment alone, one part of the sab- 
bath-day is devoted to teach reading to the chil- 
dren of the congregation ; catechisms on religion 
are generally added, and, in one instance, writing 
and arithmetic. The pastor is occasionally the 
tutor, but more frequently the members of the 
congregation Volunteer their services. The 
expenses of these Sunday Schools are defrayed 
by the charitable contribution of the congrega- 
tions. The number taught exclusively in this 
manner is small and uncertain ; but in the dif- 

G 
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fwent chapels at least 400 cdiUdren are brot^kt 
up to reodive instructioD every sabhath-day. 
The good thus done is iucalculahle, and we 
ought to remark that this disdpHne does not 
prerent the neeessary recreatimi of the day of 
rest, while it restrains and sanctifies it. 

There are three other Schools, in each of 
which a number of. diildren are educated afc the 
expense of their parents. At one of these schools 
thje aTerage number of scholars is 70, at another 
SO, and at the third, which is situated in or near 
a spot called, without any apparent reason, 
Haly Island, ^ the number does not eiKeeed SO. 
Only the common rudiments of education are 
taught in these schools, and the masters are at 
least equal to the task they undertake. 

There are five Schools for the education 
of young females, that is to say, in English 
reading and the use of the needk. Ajbeut 100 
female children ace thus instaructsd. 

The whole number of children educating at 
BLexham does not exceed 600. And it must be 
apparent to the most careless eye, that, notwith- 
standing the recent improvements^ there is still 
a great deficiency in this essential branch of 
domestic economy. The education of the poor 
is certainly not neglected, but there must be 
many families who do not avail themsdves of 



* Thn 18 a little penituuia formed lij tlie brooks nttr 4biAt 
juoction in Cockshaw. 
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the opportiimties afforded them ; this calls for 
the severest reprehension. It will be remarked 
also, that only one school affords the means of 
acquiring classical or sdctttific learning, and 
here the pupils are but 70 in number. This 
fact, contrasted with the great respectability of 
numerous families in the town and neighbour- 
hood, appears highly inconsistent. That there 
is room for improvement in education, and by 
consequence in literary taste and moral practice, 
cannot be denied. 

It is yet more to be regretted, that, in a town 
and neighbourhood so populous as that of Hex- 
harn^ thfke should be no seminary exdusively 
adapted to the higher branches of female educa- 
tion. When so much of domestic haplpines^, 
nay, of national character, depends on thi cult!- 
^vation of the female mind, we may be excused 
if we vargB the daim of the mothers of the next 
generatiob on the attention of our r^uiers. 
Some suefa seminary is imperioui^ called fot^ 
and, if established, we have no doubt it would 
"be weft supported. 
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CHAP. V. 

STATE OF THE CHURCH — ^ESTABLISHMENT— 
ROMAN CATHOLICS— PRESBYTERIANS — IN- 
DEPENDENTS — METHODISTS — RANTERS. 



** The whole body fitly Joined together and com(iaeted by that whidi erery joint nip- 
pUcth/' Epha, iVt 16. " We beiqg many are one tlody Id Cluift.* tUm» xii* 5. 



The present state of the church afibrds perhaps 
the best estimate of the progress of mind ; and 
is indispensable in a work of this nature. The 
liberal feeling and unity of spirit in the various 
sources from which we derive our information 
areas honourable to the body, as the modesty 
which forbids our public acknowledgment of 
the obligation is to each of its members. 

Establish MENT.-^The ancient parish church 
was built by Wilfrid, about the year 678, and 
dedicated to the memory of the blessed Virgin 
Mary. It was a curious work, erected like a tow- 
er and almost round, having four porticos look- 
ing to diflTerent quarters. ^ Broken arches, groins, 
sculptured stones, shields of arms, and a large 
stone ewer, with other fragments of this ancient 

^ Prior Richard'a Hist, book 1 . chap. 4. 
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budding, stiifl remain in the wall^ of houses in 
and near St. Hary's Chare. 

What were the degree and nature of the liv- 
ing do not appear, but it was probably served by 
a member of the monastery till about the year 
821, when the devastations of the Danes ren- 
dered it untenable. ' In the time of Thomas the 
first, archbishop of York, ^ a secular priest named 
Eillan ^ i^as charged with the cure of Hexham. 
Soon after, the same archbishop Thomas granted 
it to one Richard de Maton, a canon of Beverley, 
and appropriated it along with Holm to a pre- 
bendal stall in the cathedral churdi of York ; ^ 
and under this Maton, Eillan, son of EiUan, just 
now m^itioned, served the cure wit& a stipend 
out of the revenue arising from the church. 

About 1118 the second Thomas, ^ archbishop 
of Ywk, purchased the freedom of the Church 



' The first Invanon oF ihe Danes occurred about 79^' In 
the year S75 the whole of Northumberland was reduced to ruin 
by the devastations of these invaders under Haldane. 

^ He rebuilt the cathedral church of York, and lies buried 
there. 

^ There is a street (lane) called Eillan's G^te, and a cave, 
near Warden, called EiUan's Hole. 

^ Wallis says ^*the parish was then a rectory, appropriated 
to the parish of Holm in the church of York, and in the pos- 
session of Richard de Maton, a canon of Beverley f and ^ers 
us to Prior ilichard, who will not bear him out. Th<e prior's 
words are given in the text. 

^ J'homsia the second succeeded Gerard the 26th archbishop 
Anno 1107, and was buried at York anno 1114, Thurstan's suc- 
cession being dated in the same yean Drake's Ebor. vol ii. p. 298. 
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^ Hextiain out of tha hands of. de Blaton^ But 
even after this, and wken he had plactad r^ular 
eaiMM m the abbey ,» EiUan continued to serve 
the eure^^fae ctnoi» allowing him onecancute 
4ii land add a manse in Hesbaiiiy aAd six fa^rata 
<if land in Bilnewic (very probably Araek>7 . On 
the death of the first prior Ascht^h March 17th^ 
1180| EiUaa restored into tise htoda <£ the 
isecond prior, Bicbatd de Bisset, the lands and 
revenues he enjoyed of the chureb; and the cure 
of the parish retamed to the abbey, where it 
continned to the dissohtfion^ when the sdbbey 
was invested in the crown. Queen E^iaabeth 
gave it to Si? Christ6pher Hatton, restovinjg a 
certain salary out of ike iee^fiurm rents fi>r the 
curate~^ poorer provision; than that which was 
mipposed to disgrace the chureh in the time of 
EiUan. Bit Cbrtetopher sold it to the Forstera, 
who gave it to the Fenwicks, who afterwards 
purchased the regaUty or. manor of Hexham 
from the crown, and so became both kmts o£ 
the manor and impropriators. According to 
tradition, when the parish church of St. Mary's 
began to 4^7 ^^^d grow, out of repair, tiie 
abbey church being a noble and more beautiful 
structure, it was agreed upon between the im- 
propriator and the parishioners to let the parish 
church go to rain, and to keep in repair the 
abbey church, and make it the parish church. 

'' IS acKS S3B 1 bovat; 8 boraU == 1 earacute. 
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^ And that the imjkiopriator should repair the 
dioir^ and tSiat ilie parishioners should reptdr 
the atec^k) the north and south quart^^, and 
all l^e ddier parts of liie said abbey church, 
wtiidi aecoidingly they haVe repaired thne out 
of mind.^ * It does not appear when St Mary's 
ceased to be used as the paiiA cfcfureh ; vve 
should conjecture about the teginniirg of the 
17th century* 

The choir of the abbey church is fitted up as 
the presait perisb ehmch. It has nothmg pecu- 
liar to this: character whkh may not be better 
arraHged under a di^erent head, ivhen we come 
to speak of the church itself. The living is a 
eoraey, tiie gwater and smaUnr tithes being 
impropriate ; the impropriator is the^ patron. 
The incumbent of the chapdvy of Whitley is of 
Use sane degree and under the same patronage. 
in the' year 1638^ the right worshipful com- 
pany of Mercent», in Losidon, purchased the com 
tithes formerly bekmging to the abbiy, but 
not within the parish of Hexham^ for the main- 
tenaaoee of a leotare. l%e prissent lecturor is 
the Rev. Robert Ckrke; the curste of Hexham 
ja the Rev. J. Gibson; and the eumte of Whit- 
ley is the Rev. T. Close. ^ 

^ Ffom .a caie stated betir^en the impropriatoi^— lord of ihe 
manor and the minister of the parish of Hexham, Not. 9, l6dS. 

* • 

^ Whitley Chapel is dedicated to St Helen. It was rebuilt 
flbdttt i66a The fuccesston of the ledttteis and the curates wip 
be given in the appendix. 
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The certified . value c^ Hexham: ctttracy wit^ 
Whitley is £13. 6#. 8^ This liTing was isuig- 
mented in 17£^. The ooHjgis^ation m the iparish 
church is comparatively smalV whtcb may be 
accounted fer from the state of the seatis^and 
the extreme cold. The church is generally more 
nnmeroudy attended in the aftemocni than in 
the morning) the lecture being the attraction. 
The regular communicants are comparatively 
few. 

Catholics. — ^There are two plaees of wor- 
ship according to the form of the Roman 
Catholic communion. The first is situated in 
the street called Hencotes. Though smafl, 
it is an elegant building, tastefully painted; 
and ornamented with a handsome cornice, and 
capable of containing 300 persons. On the we^t 
is a gallery, connected by a concealed passage 
with one of the recessea which form the east 
end. In the inferior recess is the altar, chastely 
decorated ; the chief ornament of which is a 
small painting of the crucifixion, admirably 
executed. In the superior recess is a handsome 
organ, and seats for the choir. 

The chapel was built about 1796 by the prei- 
sent incumbent, the Rev. Jasper Leadbitter, 
whose venerable appearance and primitive sim- 
plicity of manners demand the admiration of 
the stranger, as his mildness, benevolence, and 
piety, have secured him the affectionate and 



almost filial respeet of* the little flock of which 
he is the truly Christian pastcM-. 

The .second chapel is situated in the suburb 
of Goek^aw^ and was built about 1751 . It is 
neatly fitted up and well seated, wit^ a small 
gallery at the south end* There is much wn* 
plidty and re^os6 in the few decoratioiis of the. 
chapel. Above the altar is a fine painting < of 
the crucifixion ; the disposition of the head and 
the noLuaeular extension of the parts ave. admira- 
ble. The>figure is rounded from, a dark ground: 
and the rdief so bold as to challenge comparison 
with. the beautiful ivory crucifix . beneath it. 
Here is no organ. The chapel is capable' of 
containing 250 persons. The dergyman is the. 
Rev. M. Sharpe. About 80 children attend 
the Sunday Schools of the two chapdUu . . 

The Pbssb YTsftiAN Meeting-house standsiti 
Gilligate. It was erected about the year 1716; 
but ia 1740 the congre^tion divided* and a 
second cha{>el was erected, on the Hall Bank. 
The? cause. of this diviision is not aseertawed..^ 



^ A ground^s charge of heresy, it is supposed, was made 
against Mr. ScorefieM the pastor at the time of the division. Mr. 
H^pe, Mt^ Peel, and Mr. Pool succeeded; but the duration of 
their respective ministries is not Icnown. Over the second chapel, 
Mr. Wardrobe was the first ordained pastor. Mr. Patriclc Kerr 
was ordafaied in 1750. Mr* Scott succeeded him in Nov. 1756.. 
Mr. James. J;idd)e> the last minister ordained ovei^ this congrega* 
tion, died about the same time with Mr Pool, and their congrega- 
tions unit^L Afler the union Mr. Sinclair was called, and about 
six years af^ward% he was succeeded by Mr. Laurie of Long- 
town, who was succeeded by Mr. John Wilson in 1813. The 
present Incumbent was ordaiiied on the 1 7 th of June, 1817* 

H 
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After a separation of 66 years' duration, the 
congregations were re^iinited about 1806. The^ 
external appeavance of the present building is 
neither light nor elegMt, witbm^ it is^ mucb> 
contraoted in every thing but height, which is 
made available by a^beavy gallery on three sides: 
almost menacing the pulpit, which occupies the^ 
iburth side of a very small square, and is in 
oonsequence so disproportionably lofty ^ as to 
make earnest attention painfuL to tbe auditors 
below» By this arrangement, however, the 
diapel is made capable of containing nearly. 400 
persons with tolerable comfort. It is ill seated 
and in bad repair ; but a new and more com- 
modious Meeting-house is contemplated. An 
eli^ble site has been handsomely granted by 
% W. Beaumonty Esq. M. P. ; funds are pro- 
vided ; and an early and gratifying completion 
of the plan is anticipated. 

The members of this congregation are in 
direct conununion with the established church 
of Scotland j whose principles and practice they 
profess, although they are connected with no 
presbytery, nor are cogaizMe by any synod or 
assembly beyond the reach of their own session 
composed of minister and elders. The forma- 
tion of a presbytery, however, of which Hexham 
would be the seat,, is, we understand, in a state 
of forwardness. The sacrament is administered 
twice in the year, and there are about 130 
communicants. There is a meeting for prayer^ 
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ill whidh the coqgregation eij^Biige, held every 
WeijLnesdfty evening. The ^present minister is 
the Rev. fames Biobardsoii. The Sunday scho- 
lars -exceed 100 4n number. 

iKbEPEiniEjN^a^ — ^Tfae chapel terminates a 
laki^ ^aSiei the Mftosid Gates. ^Over the ^docnr 
is this hisGi^ition ;-^ 

EbeMsei;^^ hitherto halh the Loi^ hilpcld us. iSunrriL lH, 

^rio Daminl 1 790. 

. ■ . ,. . . 

JA is |»erfeetly;^lditi within and without, is weH 
si^ed; and hf^ a amidl neat gatt^ supported 
by four ix^lumns. It 4s capable of containing 
about 400 persons, is In general tolerably well 
fflled on )sabbath-<days with attentive hearers of 
the gospel, and^theisumber (tf church members 
is at present between SO and €fL 

The saerameAt is ad^Kiinistered once in two 
months; divine' worship is performed twice 
every sabbath^day^ mofnk^ and^ening ; ih^tt 
is a prayer meeting every M<mday anid a sermofi 
eveiy Thursday evening ;' besides the montJily 
^and annual meetings of tile branch missionary 
society; beld alternately vtk this and m the pres*- 
byteridn- meeting-rhonse. The minister is the 
Rev,. W. Cok&x. About 100 ischolars a;t|;end 
the Sunday School. : 

The Af ETHonisT Me6ting-hdase stands rather 
out (^ the line of Gilligate, and the access is 

^ Thus quaintly altered from the text referred to. 
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awkward. The buiMiWg is of stone, abd'both 
virithln iind without ekhibits tiharactferistic neat- 
ness and good - oVdei^. ' It 4te Wected in 1796, 
but the introduction 6f'Mfetiibdistri in Hexham 
may be referred to a mlicii eAllifer date* '■ Many 
of the old' established^ metiibfers have tieda-d the 
Rev. John Wesley preach here. ' 'l%e ohapM is 
capable of containing a]bout 600 persons. The 
joined members r^sidpnt (in Hexham, however, 
do not exceed 70. The present assistant preacli- 
er is the Rev-' K. Blli^.' Hexham is in the 
Newcastle dtslirict — Cliairman; the Rev. D. Mc. 
Nichol. The hearers ar^ to the joined members 
in the proportion of 8 to 1, which we understand 
may be taken ais a tblerably correct general 
ratio. The chapel ii^ ih • ccmnexion • with several 
others ; as, Haydon Bridge, Corbridge, Hine 
Chambers, Shotley Bridge, &c. The number 
of Sunday scholars in the Hexhdth chapel is 90. 
The whole of the joined members in the Hex* 
ham circuit may amount to nearly 800. 

Rantebs.— About 100 persons have joined 
communion with tbe ^Primitive MethodiHf. 
They have as yet no fixed chapel nor any iregu- 
giilar minister. They have 'not been introduc- 
ed above twelve indnths^ and several persons, 
who before belonged to no' comcbunion, hai^e 
already joined them, Biit we are given to un- 
derstand, that most of those whom the Ranters 
have brought • to see the error of their ways' 
were previously professed Methodists. 
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Td&yttorp of tlnshottlebaildin^ is intimately 
connected wi<Ai a '^ture iportion of* this work 
which it is uimcdesoar^ito anticipate^- An aiv 
eo«int>of itsiprctteiib stated ihowevery' is equally 
ii(i|>oriieini to due puiposerfacve^ 

The 'CatfaeAral of HagustaM, the abbdy church 
of ^eistildeshaip, xr the parish church of Hex-^ 
faam/fllsfthiisr edifice at difierant periods hus beep 
derignoted/ 'stadds in^ a naturaUy. impo^g «iw 
tttitiMi, whiclt adhrahtage ilft en|;iFely;I6Bt by a 
orowdof mekhifiildiiig&tmddlBd to^thar^witb* 
out design, latid raised. . against the :Tenmble 
wflUs, wfth^'Jiq apparent ipuvpiose but their de- 
gffadaiioB; i Not only • the antiquary and the 
man of taste, but even the vulgar, point at this 
nuisance, and Qondemn the sordid spirit which, 
possessing pQwpr, appears to want the will to 
save what all ages have revered, and 
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'* Like the base Judean throws a pearl i^Wav 
•« Richer than all his tribe.'* { 
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A modem seat, the property of T. H. JSeaU- 
mont, Esq., built on the site of the ancient 
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monastc^ry and retaining the title of the Abbey^ 

is separated from the church on the west side 

by a space once occupied as the cloisters, a few 

remains of wbich istill adcm the wall opposed 

to the church. The present abbey is a mean 

building, every way unworthy of its nami and 

situation, and its appearance does little credit 

to the taste or liberality of the proprietor. Its 

west front opens on a little ornamental fore<> 

ground bounded by an 'iimsiUe fence ot Siaha ! 

from the Sealt a sort of summer cloister mr 

larger space appropriated to the monastery ad) a 

place of recreation and refleotion* firery cpmer 

of this pleasure ground oamn^ands a good view 

of the abbe^ aiul the dxuncb. It ia now the 

mall of the &shioimbles, the privilege pl^y** 

ground of the Jo wer classes, md ther^ce of 

exercise aiid ammseita^nt fiir all. Walks were 

laid and trees planted in it by the late Sff W: 

Calverly Ifflack^ Bart whose publie spirit aikl 

munificence are remembered with gratitude. ' 

On this side the cburdi has been preserved fram 

degradation aqd defilement; and if tbe jirasefit 
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" The oomroissioners of roads under an act of parlUipent for 
JmproTing the turnpike from Newcastle to Carlisle, proposed to 
Q^try their new line through the SeaL A propoial whleh» whe* 
ther ultimately beneficial or the reverse^ was of courte opposed 
by ihe bullr oif the people, whose health and pleasure were sup* 
posed to be thaeatened by the uinoration. It is yet doubtful 
whether this prqject will be pi|t in execution ; at all ereots a de- 
cision on the question may be expected before this volume shall 
hare passed tlurough the pre«, in which case the circumstances as 
far as they may be Unportant to our sul^ect, will be dereloped 
under another head. 
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abbey mswered no Mfaer good e&d, it merits 
boHoarable mentidnreven on this account. 

The Old Schools a singular building of greats 
antiqiiity and of ulMseirt^n use^ is aittached to 
the east end of the duifoh, standing transverse-^ 
ly to the Ittger buildingy and is in leiagth rnthei^ 
more than equal to tlie breadth , of the choir^ 
against which' it is built. It di:fe$ not i^jj^i^ 
to hare been divided into more apartments^ 
than the one of which it now consists. It wa» 
probably a sacristy or vestry, added as ati after* 
thought to the oburob^ since it is not sufficiently 
andent to warrant an idea of its having been!, 
used as the chapterhouse. It would be a libel 
on' the taste of the build<ers to suppose it origi-^ 
nally intended for a chapel, although it appears 
to have been so used from the remains of a small 
Mtar (whieh^ nev^rtlieless, may have been the 
pedestal of an image, or of a monumental taUe) 
at its east side^ for it stands north and south.. 
And, lastly^ it mBy have been built for the pur-: 
pose to which its usual name proves that it bath 
at' <me time or other been appUed, though this 
is not altogether probable, from the situation^ 
from the style of building, and irom its ultimate 
appropriation to the purposes of a generisd ceme-^ 
try. Its present situation is disgraceful to the 
church. Mr. Hodgson says, (p. 164.) «^ behind 
the altar is the place of the shrine of the holy 
relics, now called the Old School, 59 feet long, 
and 25 feet wide, in which have been found 
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many stone icoffins.'- Bui surdy the filace of 
the shrine of the holy relics,, though behind the 
altar, is within the church. There is no remdn 
of the shrine within the old school ;-«-be^ind 
the present screen of the altar there are beauti-r 
ful Grothic remains. The old school has a.la£ge 
doqr^ opening to the chun^hyard, at least as an^ 
dent as any part of the building, while theJht^le 
door wh^ch <H>nnects it witb the body of the 
church app^urs to have beea. struck out at a 
niuch later period* ... 

We shall leave the reader ,to form his/pwxi. 
judgment when we have quoted, the word3; 
of Prior Richard on the subject^ b. ^. ch. 4. 
''The reliques of St Eata were lodged in pii^. 
coffin on the south side of the diurch, in one of 
the cloisters next to the consistory,^ but by 
whom or at what time they .were taken thence 
we know not As for Saints Acca and Alc-> 
mund, we read that one Elford, the son of Wes- 
ton and registrar c^ the church of Durham, 
being divinely admonished in a dream,came and 
removed their bodies into the church, but into 
parts more distant. ^ In process of time they 

' ^ In a stable yard behind the north-west comer house of the 
Long Bade Side are the remains of >Uie south wdl of the cloisters 
or some more ancient building. Hei;e the curious reader will find 
a redess in the wall, which has been used as a place of sepulture; 
and may, on good grounds, amuse himself with the belief that he 
sees before him the very tomb of St. Eata. 

^ Translats fuerunt relliquiae Aces ex cmmiierio in EcdeMtam 
Hagustaldensem post duoentos et quinquaginta annos per Alfire- 
dum Presbyterum OoneknenBem, Leland Itin. Hutch, i. 90. 
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were removed nearer^ the altars and laid m a 
secret part of the church ; viz. Acca in a vault 
' near the right side of the altar^ and Alcmund in 
another on the left side. Afterwards, when the 
devotion of the faithful increased, they were 
more reverently and hbrumrably deposited be- 
hind the altar, and' very near to it Acea and 
Alcmund in one repository or chest ; also the 
reliques of the Venerable fathers FredberSk and 
Tilbert in the same cill. But who it Ivas that 
removed these fathers, or when it was done, 
is not known; but most probably they were 
brought hither at the same time with those 
bfefore mentioned, seeing they are found toge- 
ther at this day. Oh the south side is Eata, 
on the hoi'th side Acca* and Alcmund. There 
are also many other relics which have been 
preserved to this church." 

Beyond the old school, and further to the 
east, is one side of the Market-place, composed 
of mean buildings, obscuring the view. The 
churchyard lies on the north side. It is ex- 
tremely small, and surrounded with houses in 
the usual taste. The square we have previously 
described under the name of the Long Back 
Side, finishes the neighbourhood of St. An- 
drew's Church on the south. Notwithstanding 

' ^ <* He died Nor. SK>th« 740, and was interred in the consis- 
tory of his own cathedral, but wom afterwards removed (o 
Durham;" Mack, and Dent's Hf^jt. vol. ii. p. $13. A mistake. 
See the priot^s wofda m the text» and Leland's in note 4, p. 6*4. - 
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all these disadvantages, there is sufficient of the 
venerable and the magnificent to demand the 
(i\ot unmingled) admiration of the stranger. The 
approach from Gilligate is by a remarkably fine 
Saxon archwi^ of great antiquity, and from the 
Market-place by a small modem gate. 

The edifice is in form of a Greek cross. In 
the centre is a square tower, nearly 90 feet high, 
wluch in connexion with the building appears 
low and heavy.. The transept is in length 156 
feet ; the length of the dioir is upwards of 
70 feet ; the nave has oeased to be, the loss <^ 
which is a serious injury to the appealnnce of 
the church. The roof^ formerly covered .with 
lead,, is now slated, and this covering,! on the top 
of the little steeple^ which rises 11 feet higher 
than the centre tower, appears very heavy. The 
grand entrance of course perished with the nave. 
There is a small private entrance from the 
abbey, in the west wall of the south transept; 
and another into the south aisle of the choir ; a 
third door is opened through the old school; 
but the general entrance is from the north* 
This door is modem and in wretched taste ; but 
it seems we owe it to the charity of the Mercers' 
Company, in London, who have been great 
benefactors to the church, and their good wishes 
as well as good services merit our gratitude. 

There is nothing in the churchyard nor in 
the exterior of the church that demands far- 
ther notice. The north door opens at once int& 



i 
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tlie transept, and the eye is astonished and 
delighted with the appearance that presents 
itself. One lofty aide, open on all sides, grand 
in ite pristine nakedness, pleasing in its simpli- 
<»ty, and astonidiing in the magnitude of its 
proportions, and the unity of its parts. At 
equal distances from the centre, four light and 
lo&j arches spring from as many masses of tall 
<$lustered columns, supporting the tower and 
opening into each division of the edifice. The 
west side is one wall, pierced however into gal* 
leries, and lighted by many lancets. At the 
north end is the wood work of the large door, 
and above that the gallery is continued beneath 
a long rai^ of pointed windows. With this the 
south end corseqsonds, excepting that the place 
of the gallery is supplied by a huge balcony 
and a heavy flight of steps connected with ^the 
spiral stairs that lead to the gallery of the choir, 
to the belfry, and to the battlements of the 
tower. Beneath this balcony is the cemetery of 
the respected ancestors of the Blackett family. 

On the east side of the transept, a range of 
columns and arches forms a side aisle, in which 
are several ancient monuments; and its wall is 
fretted into cloister work by small pilasters^ 
alternately single and double, branching into 
tabernacle work above. Most of these orna- 
ments are now destroyed^ and on the west side 
of the transept scarcely a vestige remains. In 
the side aisle of the north transept k kind of 
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cock Joft of wood, with a ridcety stair-case^ is 
crammed into a corner jof the building and used 
as the vestry ; a wooden screen is raised against 
the side aisle of the south transej^, which appears 
to have been employed, in a dmilar manner. In 
this aisle are one or two^tombs of a modern date, 
and its floor is covered with rubbish. Beside; it 
in the transept stands afire engine pjeeseuted to 
the inhabitants of Hexham by T. W. Beaumont^ 
Esq. in grateful sense of their exertions to save 
his property from the effects of fire* The buckets 
aiid appurtenances adorn the south wall. .^ 

The remainder of the east wall is composed 
of the screen which divides the ehoir from the 
transept. This is threefold, to correspond with 
the aisles which compose the choir. The screen 
of the side aisles consists merely of the large 
doors which open to them, and of tables which 
contain a list of benefactions to the poor. The 
screen of the centre aisle is anei^t, composed 
of wood, carved and painted.; It is in two 
parts ; the lower divided by the carved work 
into five arches, the centre being the entrance 
into the choir. The other four are elabo- 
rately painted to represent Gk>thic lights of 
intricate composition. : Beneath these supposed 
windows are numerous niches, in each of which 
is placed a figure in pontificals with the ensigns 
of ecclesiastical supremacy. Beneath ihe archer 
are seats for the accommodation ^ftheuttendanta 
on funerals, &c.' 
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On the remainefer of this ouiioassoreen, above 
the iurcfaes,. isian antique: paindng- commonly 
called Death^s Danee^ which Mr. 'Hutchin&on 
terms '* a ludicrous representation of the uiiive^^^ 
sal influence of that insatiable t^nt/ovet all 
ranks <)fmen» beginning inihXhejidl^hMed ft) 
cardinal, and triply -<soronated pop^ and leading 
into his mazes the prince and peasant." ^ Death's 
D^ice is not the <Mnly -subject introduced into 
this (iiirious painting. The colours are remark-^ 
ably fresh, and to us there appear a spirit 
and design in the whole sufficient to atone 
for greiater error in the execution, which, consi- 
dering the age in which it was performed, is 
certainly not contemptible ; and there is surely 



^ We regret deefij that our narrow limits forbid our copying 
at length a singular poem, which now lies before lis, peculiarly 
illustrative of this subject It is called the Daunce o/Machabree; 
translated from the French of the Rev. Dr. Machabree by 
the celebrated John Lydgate, mpnk pf . SjU jEdmuid's .Bury. 
The original appears to have been suggested by a work very 
nmilar to our screen* as we may gather from the following 
words in Lydgate's prologue. 

Like -the «oniB{»Ie vhich at Pwte <^ , 

I found depiet <Hiei in a tv«U-— 

The vhicK daunoe al St iDDooent^ [GAtifiift] 

Portrayed is wiUi all the lurplufage, leoneotKtUmtt] 

Yoven [jrivm} unto uf Ottr Ihree to ooneet* 

And tolieclare the fine [end] of our panageb 

In this mynour every wight may lyae. 

That him uehoveth to gone upon this daunce: . 

WhQ goeth to forae [b^e\ot who ahaU go behind 

All dependeth in goddess ordinance I 

Death spareth not poor nor yet blood rofijl, 

BrerynaQ therefore have lototm.ranKxdteanoe, 

Of oX^^n^] matter god hath yforged Ifbrmed] all. .... ^ 

The poem is a dialogue, in. which death addremes and is 
addressed by a pope, an emperor, a cardinal, a idng, a patriarch, 
a-'oonatal^ (4.«« of a kingdom), an arehUshop, a baroh, a prih- 
cess, a bishop, .a squire, an abbot, an abbess, a bayley, an 
astraaoner, a burgess, a canon secular, a merchant, a chartreux 
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more of spleen than criticiscn in the confession — 
^ I am so disgusted ivith the church paintings 
I have se€9i in. other places, that I had not 
piitiwee» to attend io this defilement of the 
simctaary." . (yoL L p. 98.) *' The grim ahd 
lion*-Uke saints,'' to whom he alludes m his next 
sentence, are removed from the aisAes in which 



of tl|e order), a tergeint, a monk, a usurer, a poor man, 
a physician, an amorous squire, a gentlewoman, a man of law, 
Master John" ftikil whilom tregetour (cdnjuror)— 



Of noble Henry king of England, 
And of France the mighty conquerour. 



a parson, a juror, a minstrel, a labourer, ajrere menar (or co^• 
4le]ier, k monk of the order), a child, who replies 



A^ iU i|i l^ woide I ttntnai apeattr! 
i am »6 ^auHge, I was bom ycMterday, 

■ . . I 



« young derk, and a hermit, the only one who receives death joy- 
fiilly, and death encourages him— > 

Sith Aeath W ^bapc may be no sidc«meite>; ' 

AS men d#erPi(, 6od *qultoth irewwit] of fjgblMvneMe^ 



I'o rich and poor upon every side. 

A better tenon there can no clerke ■ezpvesse. 

Than— till to wonow Is. no man sure to abides 

—The king eaten of wormt, 

flow I Ue here wbUom crowned kbig 

To aUiettalMlAefwO a true feaemblalioe •■ 

That worms' lood it £he fine of youf livings 

The last chanuster is the author Machabfoe— 



Yet theire be IbllEi noie than six or Mfrcn 
Rerirlesse of life in many maaer wVw, 
Lttte as then ware hell none, nor heaven. 
Such flstse emmr let every man deqiise 
For holy sataiets and old eleriLCS wise. 
Written contrary her riA<>lr] fiUsenesse to deflune; 
To levhi wett^talce thn for the best emprise- 
Is wortti much when men should henoe pass. 

The Fenvoy of the translatcHr concludes the poem. The curi- 
ous reader i^ rather regret with us the limits to which our 
extracts, are .xronfine^y than require apdi)gy fi>r their insertfon. 
And if the o{Urq)eated, unfegatded aentence " thou ahalt surely 
die!" acquire any de|p«e of strengjji item this extnordioary 
ijoiode. Qf enfprcing \t^ mayjt DQt lead to the reQectien that the 
curtain falls on the dance of death only till the scene ie ehtmged ? 
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they were placed ini bis day ; and froijn ** over 
the Litany desk,** where Mr. Hodgson saw 
them; and moce advantageously disposed above 
the screen. ** St* John of Bevarley of hideous 
aspect" still frowns among them, and.witli 
Wilfred, Acca, Alcmund^ Eata, iio. stuhds 
beneath a scroll inscribed F%tndatore$ht0us 
loot. ^ The i^ace above the screen, once open, 
is now walled up, and a window opened in its 
centre between the effigies of thesie saints: 

A remarkable part of tl^ screen is an in;, 
scription in ligature letters, wfaidi, fbr some 
time, puzzled the antiquaries, or escaped their 
notice. It is cut on ^' a fillet of the tabernacle 
work/' and may be read thus : — ^ 

» > • * • 

ORATE PEO ANIMA DOMINI THOMAE , 
S. PATER HUJUS ECCLESIAE QUI 1?E- 
CIT HOC OPUS. 8 (See the pltUeJ 

* 

The parts of this curious inscription which 
had been destroyed in the course of ages are 
now restored aco(H:ding to the iibove leading, 
suggested by Mr. Hutchinson, (voL i. p. 91.) 
^sanctioned by Mr. Pennant^ (voL iii. p. 293.) 

7 Literally, •* Founders of this place/' which cannot strictly 
be ,|ipplied to all these persons. The, sanctity, however^ of 
the early Fathers may well be called Che foundation on which 
the house haf.rifion tf>,cekbrity« 

^ Pray fyr t!^ soMi e^ the Lor4 Tfaomas Uie Sectmd, who (caused 
to be) made this work. Or the S. may be the initial of the 
prelate's sunitoe, or of the plac6 Of hi6 birth, which is not cer- 
tainly known^ 



• 
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and adopted by all who. have written on the 
subject. ! ', ' 

Against the west wall of the transept^ almost 
opposite :the entrance to the choir, is the 'Lrtanj 
desk, now used ^for burials, &e. In th6 panels 
of its extended front ai^. figures similar in style, 
but inferioJr in execution^ to those on the screen. 
Within the screen is the choir, that patt of the 
building r now dedicated fo the purposes of the 
parish church. This may be considered as a 
distinct iedifice^ and its description is the most 
material part of our Subject. It has already 
been hinted that it consists of one idsle divided 
into three, each being distinct and ylet united, 
supposed in reference ' to the Holy Trinity. 
The length of the choir we previously stated 
where it was necessary to view it in connexion 
with the other parts of the buUding.; The 
breadth of the centre aisle is 27 feet, and of the 
side aislesinearly 1 2 foet: The height of the cen- 
tre aisle is immense, and the roof is supported by 
huge blocks of oak forming low sharp*pointed 
arches without ornament. The roofs of the side 
aisles are low, farmed of stone, by a series of in- 
tersecting arches springing from the columns 
which divide the choir. 
. The walls of the side aisles are at least 10 feet 
thick, as may be seen where they are pierced 
for a door on the south side. The widls of the 
chancel or centre aisle ai*e composed of a grand 
series of intercolumniations, shaft over shsSt, 
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and arch over arch. The lowest series is com* 
posed of six thickly^clustered colamns, forming 
aa equal number c^ fine pointed arches, rather 
more than one-tiiiird of the whole height of the 
choir. The second or middle series consists of 
six short) heavf, maaiSyf clustered oolumins^ and 
as many semicircidar arches, each divided io to 
two pointed or lanoet lights, by a single shaft 
or muUion in^ the.centre* At preset the effect 
of this series is lost i for, by the want of the dra- 
pery which has adorned the church", these arches 
are left entirely open, and the unintended inter'- 
a^eotion of the rude round arch oii one side takes 
away the harmony and keeping erf the whole; 
The last and highest series is formed of pointed 
arches in a unique taste, without cdiumns, ccoi-' 
sisting of one large between two smaller pointed 
arches, formed and divided by solid masonry. 
Thus each of the three series is distinguished : 
in the first are six arches, in the second, twelve, 
and in the third, eighteen. * This last series is 



^ " The interior areliitecCure of this efiurch is h^hlj finished, in 
the mixed Gothic order; the pillars are clustered, supporting 
Gothic arches ; the tnenrtiers of the archings, and the pilasters, 
finely proportioned. The quire is roofed with wood cohered 
with lend, and the sid^ aisles are arched with stone ; a double 
gallery runs round the whole, opening with Saxon arches ; 
each opening is composed of three arches, the centre circular^ the 
side ones pointed, of which the workmanship is 7ery fine, and. the 
pitiars light. The principal pillars of this structure in general 
are rather disproportionate and heavy ; an error seen in most of 
the Saxon churches^" Huti^hins9n, voL i. p. 99* 

We quo|e this contradictory passage, because we conceiire it a 
duty not to suppress any thing that has been written on the sub-» 

K 
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doubly effective ; for, being above the exteiioi*^ 
roof of the side aisles^ light is admitted from 
withoaty whieh of course increases the besmty 
as well as the' utility of the series. There are six 
uifaior lights in the waUs of the idde aisles, and 
the choir is still ftrther lighted by the gre^ eas^ 
trindow, which occupies nearly half that end of 
tlie centre aisle. Th^ wiitdow is skigufor in 
this, that it is, of appears to be, broiader at the 
spring of the arch than at the base of the columns. 
It is likewise distinguished by that omament 
commonly called the witches* wheel. It is di^ 
irided by * slender shafts of shapely stone,' ds 
usual ; but the great ornament of su<;h bt)ild>- 
iags, and what ought paMcularly to distiti* 
guisfa them — painted glass-^is totally wanting. 
That beautiful and appropriate meditim through 
which in former ages 

'^ The silver light, so pale and fainti 
Shewed many a prophet, and many a saiiit> 

Whose image xm^ the g|lass wafi dyed ;«** 
Full in thie midst, his cross of red 
Triumphant Michael brandished. 

And trampled the apostate's piide. 
The moon-beam kissed the holy pane. 
And threw on the pavement a bloody stain.** 

Imagine the erosaof St. Andrew in the place 
of the figure of the archangel, and you will be 

rect, especially where it bears against our argunhent ; ap^aling 
mr the truth of our description to the eyes and understandings 
of those who, having seen and known, must be the bi^st judges^ 

'' The iliembers of the archmgs and pilasters are finely propor- 
timied/' Beau. £ng. and Wales, vol. xii. p. 16S. 
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delighted with an almdat living ^ctufe of this 
btouti&d Chiel 9S it was» aud as it ought to be, 
and at bni» feel and lament the mutilatied state 
in which it i& Beneath this window is the 
altar, once. & very beautifill speeitnen of its 
peculiar style of architecture as we aire assured 
by n»any who temeootber it, befcNce the present 
frontispiece was raised Againat it Imagine, 
readet/this appropriate altar with its niches and 
its tabernade work, its mimic spires, and minar 
rets and pinnacles, its foliations and its tracery^ 
and then behold its present Appearance,--4i 
Grecian fronts of wood, painted, gilded, carved 
into columns, pilasters, base, and projteting 
pedmient, — all of which would be beautiful in 
their proper place, but screenir^ as it does what 
would be appropriate, and representing mM 
does what is the very reverse, we hold up our 
hands in wonder at the taste which could >8Ug- 
gest sucKan improvement, and without a quibble 
pronounce this^ Greddn front the most Gothic 
part of the cfdifice. The date of the alteration 
is presen;sed-^17989 6. Busby, Minister. 

From ithis'altar we turn ' with mtich pleasure 
to the Opposite end of the chdir. In former 
times, — and, * indeed, judging by the accurate 
views in the Beautii&s' of England, &c. vol xii. 
we may say, very lately,<-^he upper part of the 
great arch.' which opens from the triansept to the 
choir was open above the screen^ as has been 
stated dbove, p; 71. Now, however, it is walled 
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Up to the very point of the arch, and this im^ 
provement, so essential to the comfort of the 
eongregatson^ is made highly ornamental ; for it 
harmonizes with the general character of the 
church* AboYC the entrance is the organ-loft, 
a large gallery extending aevoss the aisle, and 
now made to contain the vocid as well as the 
instrumental mueoc^ the organ, and the cHugers. 
^Ebe fnmt of this gallery is ancient, <livided in- 
to oMipartments, each containing a full-l^igth 
figure, like those on the lower part of the screen 
and on the front 'of the litany desk. ^The por« 
traitures of our blessed Lord, and his aposdes, 
and the Virgin Mary, are painted on the panels.' 
The organ is large and fine-^oned; but it would 
be much improved by the additicm of a swells 
the want of which is a defect. 

Above and behind the organ is the improve- 
ment to which we just alluded, and wbieh< we 
shall now describe. It represents one large 
front, supported on a projecting bead with its aU 

« 

ternate blocks and spaces, and divMed into three 
arches by ornamental buttresses terminating 
in the usual pinnacle, topped atid^ dotted with 
cin^oefoiis. The centre ar^ is painted to sepre- 
«ent a window of stained glass, and is transparent. 
The subjects are, St Andrew in the/centre, and, 
above, 'the arm^ of the. donor. This window 
iias a beautifiil effect On e^h side * i^ a iniebe ; 
from that on the right hand prcgeots a feasaie 
ligure, with a coronet and cross* designed ibr the 



C. VI. PBJESENT STATE. 77 

Queen of Northumbrian Etheldreda, the first 
benefactress . to the church. In the opposite 
niche stands her husband Egfidd, who certainly 
has less right than, his royal spouse to such a 
distinguished place. The painting, is very effec- 
tive, and the relief particularly happy. It is to 
be regretted that this praise cannot be extended 
to the attitude amd station of the figures, and 
tliat it must be ^fitirely withdrawn from the dra- 
pery, which is theatrical and uniappropriate, and 
diefective in delicaey and fitness. On the whole, 
however, this is a most valuable improvement. 
Thus the memory of the first benefactor is ho- 
noured by the last, for we owe the work to the 
Rev. Aobert Clarke, the present lecturer ; and 
we take this opportunity to state, that all the 
improvements which we have distinguished in 
this chapter by italic characters, and whieh may 
hereafter be so ; distinguished, are: the gift of 
this liberal benefac^r, whose exertions for the 
preservation of jthis noble, edifice demand the 
gratitude of all who feel its importance to. th^ 
Interests of history and antiquity. 

The reader being now enabled to form a 
pretty accurate idea of the choir itself^ we shall 
proceed to its furniture, a subject which fills us 
with the most disagreeable recollections. Near 
the «dter on^ihe south side is one beautiful gal- 
lery c^ mrved oak. Beneath it are ^< three st^ls 
(al^d. two others have been cut away) highly 
iMUiameated with tafa^nacle wcN?k^ and to which 
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the bishop luid his attendants retired during the 

elevation of the host» as is the practice in the 

great churches of the continent.'' (Beau; Eng. 

and Wales, vol. xii. p. 164.) To keep up the 

resemblance 9nd to point this out as the qhiirch* 

wardensV peif, maces, or rather azure rods with 

brazen crowns, form the divisions. On the 

opposite side of the altar, and fiorther to the 

west, is the beautiful oratory or -duine, which 

has been so much celebrated. It has been p^nt* 

^d within like the screen of the choir. The 

roof is divided into eight compartments, with 

fifteen ornamental carvings^ at the intarsections 

of the Unes which form them. The centre one 

represents the figure of an angel holding a 

shield; the arms of which are a cross scUtire or. 

tor St. Andrew formed of two Saxon letters 

R. I. supposed the initials of the Prior ^chard, 

whose History has been so often quoted and 

referred to, and who is supposed to have been a 

great benefactor to the church, of which, how- 

tever, his modesty has left no evidence in his . 

works ; and the supposition rests on the read* 

Ing of these letters. 

The north side and west end of the shrinear^ 
entirely destroyec). The east end is painted lik^ 
the screen, &c. There are d^ree compartments ; 
ib the centre, St. Andrew, with St. Feter on 
his left hand, and on his right hand '(we sup- 
pose) St. John. Beneath are represented the 
sufferings of Christ. The Saviour in the centre, 
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his bands crossed before bim and tied, crowned 
with thorns, kc } on his li^t band cords and 
scourges are cross^tied to a trecf ; above are thirty 
pieces of silver^ In the foreground a^glife like 
a monk in the attitude of ^yer hdds a cdti^ 
spieuous Station. On the ground are pindeii», 
&c. On the left hand of the Saviour the ^r^ 
ments hang ; here too are the ladder, the spear, 
and the sponge tied to a reed ; and so particular 
has the artist been that tUe qlce W still viisible, 
ahd it is worthy of remark tliat three dice are 
discernible, not 7zc;o only/as at present in lise. 
Gilded roses are scattered over the whole piMe. 
This painting is weir worthy the attention of 
the curious, as affording a fair spedmen of the 
state of the arts at least 700 yeaf]^ ago. BeheSth 
the painting is an altar, against whkb $ome rude 
figures are carved. The basfe cifthe shrihe is 6f 
stone cut into various figures, (see the plate). 
On the north side' these seem to assume some 
degree of order and design. Saturn, St. George, 
tfi^ fon^ preaching to the geese, the thumbscrew, 
the night-mare, and other subjects are rudely 
aimed at. Near the alltar is 6ne of three larger 
figures, all of which seem to have belonged 
driginally to this shritie. Concerning th'^d6 thetb 
has been some discussion, in the course of whiod 
they have been called Roman, an appellation 
which claims notice for them under a different 
head of diilr work.- ' Nc^nhis shrine also ife the 
celebrated Preeci Stool, whicli will be considered 
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in its place, with the other privileges of sanctu^ 
ary. The front of this oratory is formed of 
exquisitely carved work in black oak^ of whicli 
the plate will convey a better idea thati can he 
attained by the most elaborate desoriptibn. We 
add in a note the words of former writers ^o^ our 
subject.^ 

.••.•■ ■■,--. •.■-.:• -w. . 

^ *f A f bdpe of wood'-vork^ after tile ifttient fora» suppcikted 
on (Hilars, canopied, and onianiented with tabernacle work, 
such as in the early ag^es of the church disthigiiished the place 
where the leaiuiis of great persom^es or taiiita were deposited » 
This is surrounded with stone-work, bearing in niches various 
figures, which, by reason the stalls are built up agahist it, I 
fovid not^makeout. The eastern- end of this shrise, whi^ is how 
occupie4 ^ ^ 1^^ ^ P^^» M painted with the sufFerines of o^c 
Lord ;— on the canopy or roof are the arms on a shield very 
&esb, azure^ the saltier (if it is such). orf 

Behind the high altar, and in other parts of the church, I per- 
ceived the same arms, and also in the walls of the pfiory j^— 
ftom whenee I am led to beHeve 'dils is. the tomh of the firit 
priQr, and this insignia, a cross of the dedicatory St. Andrew, 
formed of the two first letters of the prior's name.'* tlutchtn- 
son's T0ur to the 'Lakes,' p. 906. . Theee .words .Mr. H* lepeata 
in his View of Northumb»erland, voh ii. p».95. . . ^ 

*' In the choir is a beautiful oratory : of stone below and 
wood above, DooSt Mqnisitely caifved,now converted into a. pew. 
Above in a shield are in §8^n characters, the letters R. I. These 
being in many parts of the building are probably tlie initials of 
some of the pious benefactors. In a s^are hole in a cotner of 
the oratory is an unicoutji bead of Jupiter, and in the inside a 
hare, the emblem of watchfulness ; and on the outside is the up- 
per part of some singular figure with a cap pendent on one side 
of his head, and a (lAre or some animal in his bosom. Against 
a pillar is a ridiculous figure of a. barefooted man, with a great 
^lub; perhaps a pilgrim * Pennant's Tour hi Scotland, vol. iii. 

On this subject WaUU says nothuig. Mr. Hodgson adds 
iidthfngi and, we fear, misquotes Pennant. Mack, and Dent 
4iopy Hutchinsc|B verbatim. For the present we leave the '* mon- 
strous engravings without meaning or moment' to return to 
them hereafter. 
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ThQ r^tmaiQder of : the ohoir. 'm filled wUb 
* BK>9t indegant pews and gaJleriies/ The latter 
vacy from rich to wcetched^ but the same word 
will describe all the former.. Concerning these 
there is nothing worth notice excepting an in* 
scription on the front of that nearest the pulpit. 

This Gallery was built in the year 1740 

By Sir Bowaud Blackbtt, Bart at his soleeapense^ 

And given by him to this Church for the use of the public, 

Reserving only the front seat to himself. 

The bad arrangement of these galleries is a 
greater evil than the wretched state in which we 
find them, being formed between the columns, 
defacing the arches, and much injuring the ap- 
pearance of the church. And it is a subject of 
great and general regret that this magnificent 
{Hie, f* the sacred storehouse of our ancestors, 
and guardian of their bones," should.be thus 
dishonoured. . Besides, it is injurious to the 
interests of reUgion; for, from the extreme 
cold and the bad accommodation, the church 
is in winter almost untenanted^ and the fair 
temple dedicated to the worship of God appears 
doomed at once to degradation and neglect. 
We rgoice, however, in the conviction that we 
speak not the words of accusation against the 
inhabitants of Hexham, but rather, that in 
e^tpressing our own sentiments we utter theirs ; 
and that as there is only one opinion on the 
subject, so are there strenuous and powerful 
friends to propriety and order, who are labourr 
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ingt not withottt hope, to remove this erying 
evil, and to restc^^e to tbi» part of the buiMilig 
that decency and comfort which their laud^ 
able exertion! have previously wrought ki iti 
other divisi<Hi6 — *' a consummation devoutly to 
be wished.'* * 

One part of the furniture of the choir is 
particularly worthy of notice;. yiz« a drcle of 
ancient seats, formed of carved oak, and curious 
in their form. These have probably been in 
former times the seats of the choristers, being 
immediately under the organ» Each seat is a 
chair, with elbows or arms quaintly carved; 
and the bottom made to be occasionally turned 
up, when the under face displays a grotesque 
mask, beauquet of flowers, or other ornament. 
They have been divided by beautiful mimic 
pinnacles of superior execution, like those in 
the front of the shrine, but these have been 
lopped away to support the galleries ! 

The pulpit, reading desk, &c. are in one, and 
unworthy of particular noticfe; In this descrip- 
tion of the choir and its furniture, we have 

^ From a caaic already quoted, (see p. 55^ and nMe 8 beloi^), 
it appears that the impropriaior is bound to repair the choir* 
** Of late years the parishioners hav« bestowed above £ 500. upon 
the repairs of the north and south quarters^ steepte> &c. and ob 
the other hand the said impropriators have repaired the quire,^&c.'^ 
Case, &c <' The quire is a fine fabric, the altar large, with a 
good light. The latter was repiured bjr the lalb SSr Williiim 
Blackett; as was the whole church by a brief, 17^5, towarda 
which £ 1040. was collected. It still calls for farther assistance, 
and implores the charity of some benevolent and gdod patioik^ 
Waliis, vol. ii. p. 96. 
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mfide no allusion to the floor, as what we have 
to say r^pecting it will he noticed under the 
Im4 of 

MoNUME^rTs.^^— The floor of the church is 
^gged with stones, at one time nearly all mo- 
numental. In this department we have not to 
lOpinplaiii of the want of improvement, if altera- 
tion rpay. be so called ; but if time has wrought 
niu^ evil among these records of the inighty 
dead, we fear* that tbe blunders of ignorant im- 
provers have wrought inore. Flat cqffin^haped 
stones, Jaid even with the pavement, on which 
were simply inscribed the name and rank of the 
person buried, we the most ancient funeral 
monuments found within our churches, and 
these appear to have been nuiperous in Hex«> 
ham; but what remitins of them amounts to 
little more than nothing; The most ancient 
monument now in the chu}*ch is said to be that 
of Elfwald, king of Northumbri^, who was 
kiUod at Sytlechester or Cilchester, {probably 
CUumum, tiow Walwick Chesters), by Sigga, a 
factious lord of his court, Sept. 23d, 788. - See 
Wallis, vol. ii. p. 96, who quotes HoUingshed's 
Chron. vol. i. 1. vi. p. 185 ; Hutchinson's Tour 
to the Lakes^ p. 300, and his view of North. 
voL i. p.' 98, {his suggestion will be noticed here- 
after) ; Pennant's Tour in Scot vol. iiL p. 293 ; 
Hodgson's Beauties of Eng. and Wales, p. 164; 
Mack, and Dent. ii. 308. Against this mass of 
authority, we can only say, that t/i^ thing is 
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impossible. Monuments of this form do not 
occur at the earliest till the beginning of the 
13th century ; besides, that, at the present day 
scarcely a trace of the church in which Elfwald 
was buried remains to us. See more on this 
subject in part second. 

The oldest monutiient in the present church 
has never been noticed, as far as we are aware, 
by any historian or tanveller. It is still visible 
in the floor of a pew at a short distance from the 
organ-loft, on the south side of the choir, raised 
a little from the common floor; and this cir- 
cumstance may account for its preservation, and 
for the neglect it has experienced. Its form is 
that of the most ancient church monuments, — 
long, flat, and coffin-shaped; in length 6 feet, 
in breadth S^, divided longitu£nally by a deep 
cut, perhaps the remains of a cross or of a sword. 
On the left side <^ this division is a cross fieury 
without a shield, border, or any ornament. The 
inscription is between two small crosses in one 
line along the opposite side of the division, and 
announces simply, that, 

JOHANNES MALERBE JACET HIC. ^ 

We have thought proper to present the read- 
er with the inscription in the original character^ 
see plate. The order <^ the words and the 
general style are sufiicient evidence of its anti- 

^ John Malerbe lies here. 



v^ 
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^liity.^ The name of Malerbe i«^'of 6o ?are 
^kx^urr^nce as to wanant the supposition that 
this John was the representative of a family, 
the Engtis^i branch of which was lost in him ; 
p^riiaps an immediate follower of the Norman 
William, who may have died in endeavouring 
to reduce the men of Tynedale — ^wild but heroic 
men, whom the power of the bastard conqueror 
of Englaiid could never overcome. 

We shall next notice those monuments which 
have been lost in the alterations of the church, 
but preserved in the works of former writers. 
Wallis says, << the floor is mostly ooviered with 
ancient girave-stones. Many have been inlaid 
with brMS, and others with croziers. They are 
very entir6 after th^y have been trod utider foot 
for so many ages." (voL ii. p: 96). Of these, 
however, three only have been described. 

^' Near the north door, on the right hand, is a 
flat funeral stone^ very ancient. It has a crozier 
upon it, aiid this inscription, — 

HIC JACET THOMAS DE DEVIIiSTONE." * 

We might have hoped that ^ Mr. Wallis 
had mistaken for a crozier what had been 
otherwise intended^ and thus the Thomas of the 



^ Here lies Thopoas of DeTilston or Dibtpii.r<rTlie Bame 
name, and if Mr. Wallis had not pointed out the crozier on his 
tomb, we should have written the same person, occurs in the list 
of sheriffs of Northumberland 9th Edward I., 1281. There is 
little known concerning this individual. For what we have bean 
able to gather on the sul^ct, we are indebted to >Mr». Hodgson's 
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a crozier and chalioe, imeribdd Johannis Dew, 
(4ve venture to raggMt De W^^ mA suppose 1^ 
remainder of the Wdrd ddbeed, and dmt it might 
have been read Joh^de WuU), with the ufcttal 
legendary prayef ill thu msfgin, orMe protimmaf 
&ic. vol. i. p. ^. * 

The following Ar^ stlil in Sttttd qUd. AboUi 
half way Up the ckour, Mid Oti the Bdmh sidl^ in u 
pew is a monument Of black marbte inlaid with 
brass. The fdlldwitig inseripttoh is on a brass 
plate at the bottom :— - 

l^ic facet laitteitKS ^sk^fiUeirneSm^^ 
filCe laobertf Sm% maitte qtti obOt in 
Wff(tta ottiirau Item^ a? Dm.* m.ftct^!!tt^^ 
tuim alt p^pitttta D? Dme** 

Sir Robert Ogle married EleaAor daughter 
and sole boir of Sir SLobert Bertram, baron of 
Bothall by whith mfarririge these two ahcient 

conquest ; andof Ihif tencnratlMftliiiig is'slitaatedcw'^Tcii cither 
by marriage or in obarity or by any other siode by which the 
king might claim leta senrice. The said Thomas is now dead, 
and his lands with his heir are in the custody of Robert the ion of 
Roger by the king's • ddfiMilisskMi, s6' lotig as it shall please the 
king. 

^ In the Tour t& fh^ Lakto> p. 510. Mr. H. reads ** inscvftecl 
in Very nm liharitiilM^ Hie Jdtei Johe» I>eW» Sec" The pro* 
rerb siys thai ntiSSHA thoi^ht^ oie b^t 

^ Here If^* Robert C^le, son of Eleanor Bertram, daughter of 
Robert Betram, knight,; who died on the eve of All-saints, in the 
year of the Lord, 1404, on whose soul may the Lord God have 
mercy ! 
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houses were united. He was hig^ibaililF.^f the 
dominion of Tynedale^ as a^tlested by liis patent, v 
bearing date 11th Edward IIL ( He buUt the 
castle of Ogle by leaire froQi^ the CFown^^ and 
bad also a grant of free warren. ? He was at the 
Battle of Neville's Cross, (1846)^' His kdy^ 
Eleanor, baroness of JSptl^l, survived him, and 
married John de Hatfidd. His grandson Sir 
B/oher t de i Ogle, by bis son Sir Bobert, ^ 3uc^ 
ceeded.him. The aifms;on the tomb are 1 aild^2 



^ The following anecdote of a gift of this Robert Ogle may 
interest many of our readers. 

Anno undecimo Henrici QuartL John Battnim of Kdrthnm-* 
berlaod sheweth how Robert de Ogle, knight, gave to him in tail- 
general the castle and manor of Bothal, with the appurtenances 
in the sano^e CQunty, and how the jterrertenqntwas seised of the 
same, until "Aobert de Ogle, khight, son of the said Robert, with 
SOO men dispossessed and kept him therefrom; whereunta he 
prayeth restitution. 

It was enacted, that a writ should go down to the sheriffs of 
Northumberland to take all thfe. premises fwi^ aU thegfods there- 
in, and the same safely to keep^ with proclamation at the gatfs of 
the said castle to will all therein to depart, aild'Bli6'tochsri^g6th^ 
said Robert at a certain day to answer in {ierson at Westmifister, 
as well to the king as to the said John. 

sir Robert Cotton's AMdgnMnt of the Records in Che Tower. 

Robert Qgle, the son, ire^ueDtly occurs as kn«gbt of the shire 
in: the next two reignsL 

» Ex Rot. Cart de anno 15 Ed. i. m. 16. 
^ Hollingshed's Chron, 

^ 136^.— 36th Edward III. Robert Ogle was seized of Saiti 
wyke lands,- Ogle Castle < and inanor,' Longwltton, Ritrinan, 
H«chely> North, Middleton, South Dissingtoiijr Heppal, Great 
Tosson, Warton, Flotwalton (Flotterton), Orertherwite, Netber- 
therwite, lands and tenementSji &c, Aldenschole (qu. Old School, 
or Eillan's hole ?) within the liberty of Hexham, Rouby (Roth- 
bury) manor, Shewingsheeles manor, &c. including five strong cas- 
tles and towers. Secunda pars escheat Hodgson, toI. v. p. 81. 
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ai^ent, a fess between three cresoents gules, 3 
and 4 or. an oAe, azure. 

We know not why this Robert is thus seclud- 
ed from the vault of his ancestors at Bothal, nor 
whether Mr. Hutchinson was aware of the cause, 
when, he wrote the very beautiful reflections on 
the empty dignity of ancestry, p. 808 of his 
Tour to the Lakes, to which we refer the reader. 

This monument has suffered much in its ap- 
pearance by the loss of part of its ornaments 
df brass. We cannot help quoting a passage 
as applicable to the church . of Hexham as 
to that of which it was originpUy writt«>--^ 
*^ Here in the old church were an almost innu- 
merable quantity of grave-stones, many of which 
formerly shone like embroidery, being enriched 
with the images, &c. in brass, of bishops and 
other ecclesiastics represented in their proper 
habits, (the writer quotes a shining instance). 
But to see how all sublunary things are subject 
to change or decay, what was thought the most 
durable by our fathers, and most fitted to carry 
down the names and qualities of the venerable 
dead to the latest posterity, by an unaccounta- 
ble turn of fate, proved the very occasion of 
destruction by their sons.'' ^ 

Tctble monuments with recumbent figures 
are the next important class of our subject. 
These have all been noticed by former writers. 

* Drake's Eboracum, vol. ii. p* 273^ 

« 
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The most andent table monument in the 
church ia now pkced exactly in ftont of the 
^rine on the north side of the centre aisle of 
the cAolr^ Th» it not its original situation , It 
now covers another tomb on which itreftta, and 
this impropriety of place has caused much con- 
fiaian in the qccounta inspecting it. Its deacrip-^ 
tion is simple; The figure of a monkw^ooded 
with his hands clasped in theattitude of prayer. 
, It is fiommonly called the tomb of Prior Rickard^ 
whom* this 6guv6 is supposed to represent* ^Mv. 
Hutchinson is of this e^inioti, and strengthens 
the supposition of a change of sitiTaticNi^ for he^ 
would place this effigy beneath ^tfae arch ai the 
supposed tomb of Elfwald. He measured the 
effigy, and found it answered exactly in length. 
He remarks that the folds of tb^ drsqiery are 
thrown into excellent order, easy and ^elegant, 
a^nd adds, that the religious of the order of St, 
Austin (Augustine, of which order were the 
canons regular of Hexham) were hooded. Mt, ^ 

WalHs thinks this efRgy repreeentd a prior ; but 
confounding the effigy on the tomb with a 
helmet fastened on a pillar aboire, he supposes^ 
that the person represented, " had been of the 
military before he was of the religious order,** * 
vol. ii. p. 97. 

^ The helmet is that of Sir John Fenwick, who wat alain at 
the Battle of Marsden Moor« Hia tkuH, which was broken in 
the same place with the helmet, is still kept at the Manor OiSce. 
Concerning this skuU^ its power of motion, and its lo?e for one 
particular room, to which it would always return when removed^ 



\ 
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. We have no evidda<^ t)mt this k the tomb (^' 
Prior Richard^ but we ^wfinot deny that it may 
be aow Tb^re is no proof that tlas effigy should 
be; pkoed foen^th the areh at the eorimr of the 
transept^ but it ought very probably to be so 
placed. Should these alterations be adopted, 
what becomes of the letters R. I. ? In the old 
school is a pedestal or altar $o inscribed ;. in the 
es^t aisle Qf the. north transept is a shield so 
iaacribed ; und in the oeutre of the roof of the 
ahrine the same inscription is repeated. Either 
of these would be appiropriate, places for the 
t09ib of Prior Richard^ and had we found th^ 
tomb so situated and theJetf;eES uo where else^ 
twe should have had no doubt ^tber as to the 
identity of the effigy or the meaniiag of the let- 
ters ; as it is~or should Mr. Hutdftinson's sug« 
gestion be followed — there can be no certainty 
either on one subject or the other. 
*' ' In the sofuth aisle of the choir are two table 
motiuments. From one the effigy has been re- 
moved, and on the other is the recumbent figure 
of a knight of the holy banner. ^ This is sup- 

*• • • • 

mknj t^oAen, as^ttrinrn^r^ astiinr are true, feng delighted aiid 
feitified tlie servanb of the Abbey and their gon^a. Now, 
hdwerer, the legends' are lost or dtsiegarded, and the skuU lies 
fiery qnietly In' its appointed place. It ib probable that the 
monument on «rhich the prioi^t effigy rests is the tomb of Sir 
J. Penwick. 

' The attitude of a crusa^erj in armour— rthe 1^» crossed*— 
^ptM only beassttmad by persona born in the Holy Land, by a 
knigfit who had foughta or who bad made preparaUon to fight, 
for the cross; or at farthest by the §mi or immediate descendant 
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posed to be a member of the baronial family of 
Umfranville.. The arms are, gules, a dnqtrefoil 
between 8 croslets 8, 3, S. - The person hei*e 
represented is probably Richard de Humfranvil, 
who gave to the canons of Hexham one toft and 
eight acres of land in Prudhoe, and whose family 
were all great benefactors to the church* He 
died 11th Henry III. a. d. 1227. 

Near the north door is a similar effigy, re- 
moved however from its table. It is habited 
like the last, steel to the teeth, with cuirass» 
shield, helm, and hauberk. His shield is or. on 
a fess azure, three garbs proper, the arms of the 
Aydens, of which family it is supposed this 
knight w#s a member. The name of Galfred 
de Ayden, alone, occurs early enough to deserve 
the distinction. His heir is mentioned in the 
Testa de Nevill. ^ 

t)f one ** whose sword bad opened a way to the Holy Land." 
The latest monuments of this kind roust be dated as early as the 
14th century. Hutchinson mentions this monument, and,j%fers 
us to Camden, quoting his description of it in the Britannia. 
In our copy, Ed, Francf. 1590, there is nothing on the subjecU 

^ Mr. Wallis, by what means we know not, stumbled on this 
figure as the effigy of Henry Beau&rt, Duke of Somerset, who 
was taken prisoner at the Battle of Hexham. Mr. Hutchinson 
corrects him, and suggests the Aydens, whose arms resemble 
those on the shield, while the Beauforts quartered the arms of 
England. It is very remarkable that tradition has preserved no 
memory of the spot on which the illustrious and wifortunate 
ISoroerset suffered the pain of treason. AU writers agree that he 
was beheaded at Hexham. ** The t/oid Somerset was beheaded 
at He^bam, where ke wot UrtedT Abet, of the Battle of Hex- 
ham translated from tbfe yeati-bOioki Baster, 4 Edward IV. fd. 
19. (Gent. Mag. Nor. 17930 ' 
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The last monument of this description men- 
tioned by Mr. Wallis is •^a flat funeral stone of 
blue marble to the memory of the Rev. and 
learned George RitBchel, a Bohemian by birth, 
lecturer of Hexhamv with this inscription :-^ 

Sub hoc marroore sacne reconduntur reliquue 

Geo^ Rit8chel> patria Bohemi, 

Religione refaimali : qui Seriente in protestavitea— - 

Ferdmando 2^^ omnibus gentilitis 

Hereditatibiis ezutus, sed Higentorad 

Lugdufii Batavorum^ alianfmque acade- 

miarum externum^ spoliis onustus 

Qpicqtud eruditionis in istis flotentisaionis 

MuMrun Emporiia viguitt aecum 

Detulit Oxonium Anno Domini l644. 

Qua celeberrtma academia consummatis 

Studiia aiiorum comifiodo atiidere «cepit 

Et contemplationibus metaphysicis^ 

Vindiciia ceremontarum ecclesise Anglicansj 

Aliisque scriptis eruditissimis editis toto 

Ocbe statim inclaniit. 

Tanta fama auctus, ecclesiam 

Augtuialdem9em, ad quam electus erat, 

£t cui pnefuit annos plus minus 27^ 

Magis augnstanii et tantum non 

Cathedralem» qtiaiSs olim fuit, reliquit. 

Nalus Anno Domini l6\6 

Denatus iSSS." < 

Ritschel was curate and first leeturer of Hex- 
ham, and a considerable benefactor to the poor 
of that parish, (see app. ) For the epitaph we 

« 

' Beneath this marble are deposited the sacred remains of 
George Ritschel, a natire of Bohemia, and a professor of the 
i:rformed ijeligion. By the inveterate cruelty of Ferdinand the 
second towards the protestants, )is was expelled from his country, 
his family, and his hereditary rights^ 'But^ at Higpntoeatus, at 
Leydep, and at other foreign academies, he was ioaded vnth the 
spoils of learning ^of wnaterer was in vogue at -these most 
iiourishing marts of the Muses. These honours he brouglit with 
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31^. indehtad )to Mr. Wallis, the original being 
long ainee obliteraled. 

:^ The &w flat atonies which xeoiaitt unnoticed 
fit^ perhaps ac^rcdy worthy of notice. Lower 
down the cboirj a, little to the west of Mr. Bits- 
chel's monument, is one somewhat similar to it. 
Four shields may be tracedf but the' inscription 
is worn out Another lies opposite the font ; 
the inscription is English ; but the words ^' doth 
tie'* are all that are now legible. — Stepping out 
of the shrine, you tread on a stone sculptured 
into a cross bound with garlands. This Is hid- 
den by the pews upon it and about it. -Over 
the whole floor ^re many flat stones with initials 
in lead; but these are all modern and unim- 
portant. 

him to Oxford, a. d, 1644. In that highly cddbrated academy 
he began to pursue the highest studies for the benefit of 'bthets ; 
and by his Metaphysical CrnitemplationSy Jbk Defence of the cere- 
monies of the Church of £ogI^id» and by ▼ariaus other most 
erudite publications, he soon became famoui thsoughout the 
whole wotld. Thus he increased the £ime of the church of 
Hexham, to which he was elected, and over which he presided 
about 97 yisaics^.and at last left this venerable cathedral more 
venerable, and yet less so, than it was in former ages. He was 
ho#n A/ti2 1(5l6, ted dictf 1683. 

The book, here fdhided to, concerning the defence of the cere- 
monies of the church of England, is noticed by Bishop Kennet in 
his Historical Register. It is entitled, Dissertatio de Ceremoniis 
^cdesiie Anglicane, qu^ usus earum licitus ostenditur, et a 8u« 
persiitionls et Idolatre crimfaie vindicatur. A Dissertation on the 
oeitemonies of the church of England, in which thehr use is shewn to 
be lawful, and vindicated from the charge of superstition and idol- 
atry. By George Ritscfael, Minister of Hexham, in Northum- 
beiland. London, l66l. This work procured him the love and 
friendship of that eminently learned and good prelate, Bp. Cosins. 
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Beside this tomb lies another. The efHgy is 
of superior workmanship, and represents a lady. 
This may have occupied the vacant table near the 
tomb of Umfranviliey or it may have reposed 
beneath the arch of Alfwold. No suggestion has 
been offered as to the person it is supposed to 
represent. The last table monument nottixy of 
notice is a modera one in the east aisle of the 
south transept, inscribed Sepulcrum Johannis 
Anesley, Generosi. Arms^ on a bend dexter S 
stars of 5 points, a rose in chief. In the old 
school and in other parts of the church are up- 
right stones inserted in thegromid, like the usual 
headstones in a churchyard, but these have little 
or no claim to notice. On one we find a memo- 
rial of five persons of the family of Carr, from 
1715 to 1747, and four; of the name of Surtees 
of Newbiggin, from 1751 to 180S. Dismissing 
these, we shall proceed to enumerate the 

Mural Monuments. — On the west side of the 
north transept is a noble monument,— 



A pymnid of varicfited marUe r s oaall meddBon of tli« ame it w ipend e d flrom 
the centre by a wlUle marUe ribband with a roaette, and la diarged with a shield $ 
gules, a cross saltier aaure, edged ort— ofcit, a Moor's head proper. Beneath Is an 
elegant shrine of white marble placed on a tabular pedestal (divided Into two foUos) 
of the same beautUU mataviak On Che ihrina is the foUowiog inscription :~ 

Deposited 
In the family vault are the remains of 

The Rev. THOMAS ANDR£WES> M. A. 

Lecturet of Hexham, 

Who died July l6th, 1757» aged SO years. 

BOBERT ANDREWES, Esq. died Dec. SSth, 1764, aged 89, 
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ANN NEWTON, daughter of the ah^ve Upbeat Andrbwes^ 

Died July 12th, I767, aged 32. 

ANN ANDREWES, 

Wife of Robert Andrewes, Esq. 

And Daughter of Sir Thomas Rawlinson, Knight, 

Alderman of London, 
Died July 81 st, 1769, aged 75 yeara. 

I 

On the left foUo of the. pedestal — 

* Sacred to the menory of 

HONOR, 

Daughter of the ahove 

Robert Andrbwes, Esq. and Wifi* of 

The Rer. Slouohtek Clarke» A« B. 

25 years Lecturer of Hexham, 

"' ' Which preferment he resigned 1801. 

I%e diedMareh .9tH» 1305, ; , . 
Aged 72 years. 

Waa pious, jwi, Sid genermes, 
Prttdmt, candid, and benevelenU 

The Rev. SLOUGHTER CLARKE, A. B. 

Died 22nd April, 1820, 

Aged 79 years* 

TTu lUgMeoui -OuiU'be had in 
everasHng' remembraneel 

BeoeaXti o» a medallioiii a Bniall ihielld; argent. In cMef a small atar for diAfCMe; 
<m a benddeaCer gulm between three pellets sable, three white- swam, proper. Orer 
an an escutcheon— gules, a cross saltfre, aiure, edged, or. crest, a white swan, pro- 
per, holding a pellet, aaUe. 

On the right hand folio — 

Sacred to the memory of 

MARTHA, 

Daughter of Charles Shaftoe^ Esq. 

And tlie beloved Wife of 

The Rev. Robert Clarke, M. A. 

Lecturer of Hexham. 

She died Dec. 8th, 1814, 

Aged 28 years. 

She woi devout and amitMe • 
fo her Cteaiof and her fHUnv treatwes* 

Shield, quarter^ 1st ^ad «th argent, 3 pellets sable, bend dexter, gules, charged 
with 3 white swans, mardiant, proper.. 2nd and 3d gules or. cross saltire, amnt. 
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eclged. or. Over «11 an eaeutcheon ^ules, a bmd dexter, argent 3 stars of 5 points 
saUe. C^t/ a white iWan proper,^ holding a pellet sable. ' This H atnost el^ant 
monumentjt, iy , ptties of Newcastle. The fiunily vault is XtrntaXh^ entered ^Vfn 
the ehuTchyard. Above is a large well-palnted escutcheon bearing the whole arms. 

On the east side of the north transept, a stone 
slab, beneath a canopy, enveloped in mantling — 

H. S. E. ^ 

GULlELMUS JOH^^TON, 

Mercator^ Laboribus fioitig* 

..NatuTir ceMitS6<> Die 
Maij A. D. 1725. iBtat Sue 69. 

The arms are richly mantl^^ but the execution q€ the whole is Ipdifierent. Shield, 
amre, a bend dexter argent between 3 stags* heads of the first, and 3 aosletB argent. 
Crest a stag's head and antlers,- prepei. 

A plain white marble slab on a variegated 
marble case — 

In memory of 

The Rev. WILLIAM FLEMING, A. M. 

Minister of this parish. 

Who lies interred near this place. 

He died Jan^* 15th, I8O9, aged 57, years. [ 

Also in memory of 

ELIZABETH JOBLING, 

Who died Septembyer 4th, 1821, aged 31 years. 

South aisle o^.tbie choir— a small oval white 
marble monument-— - 

To the memory of 
MARGARfeT FEATHEHSTONHALGH, 

Relict of " . 

W. F^ATHERSTONHALGH, Esq. 

Late of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Ob. 19th May, 1800, Mi, 78. 

Elegant white marble slab, urn^ and drapery, 
on a blue marWe ground — 

Sacred to the memory of 

PAUL VAILLANT of Hexham, 

Whodied Jan. 6, I8I6, 

Aged 76 Years. 



IDavks,"^ 



N 
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On a black stpn^ inserted, in a n6at white wse 
hid beneath a flight of stairs to a gallery— 

Patris, heu ! nunquam visi 

Matris pis optime merits 

Grati animi et pietatis induaum, 

B, niXON m, Posuit. A. D, 174» 

An oval slab of white marble — 

■'■■ ; •• •. 

M. S. 

EevdL PETRI RUMNEY de Hexbam 

Qui ob. 16 Feb. 1771, *t. 56 et 

Eliz" uxoris ejus qus ob. 7 Nov. 

l?95,iEt.79- 

Grate et pia proles 
Hec monttmentum 

1196* 

On a black slab inserted in a handsome stone 
edged with white — 

To the 

Memory rf 

CALEB ROTHERAM, 

late of Kendall* D. D. 

Who sucoesefully unksd the 

force of Geniu* and industrj 

in the cause of ReIigion» 

truthf and Bberty. 

The Holy Scriptures werp his 

fayourite study^ the doctrines 

he taught^ and the Rule 

of his life* 

With extensile knowledge, 

unlimited benerolenoe, 

and rational affection^ 

He adorned the characters 

of a Minister, Tutor, Parent, 

and Friend, aiid died 

June 8 th, 1752, 

Aged 58. 



\ 
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iBeneath-^ 

JOHANNES ROTHERAM, M* D, 

Ol«Jtl8<> Maitti 1787, 

^tatis sue 6S. 

Ezimitis aniihi dotes. 

$oientianim studio excultas 

Publico Qon suo 

Emolumento imperttvlt. 

On a bni88 plate Inserted in a pldn neat 
stone— ^ 

Tothe 

Memory of MARG : 

Daughter of Georob and Maroahet Fairlamb, 

Who died'FebM gist, a. o. 1771* 1« M. 

Great king of terrors, where are now thy stings > 
Where now thy conquest, aU-devouring gra^e ? 
O'er both the virgin soul triumphant siqgs. 
Through him who suffer'd to redeem aod saFe* 
The firinoe of mercy bids the tti]gio me. 
From earth's vain tisan^rt and corroding cace ; 
On seniphi/' wings she vieWs superidr skies, 
Aad 'sbdalea with the beH lored ai^s there* 
■ . • • • 

North aisle of the choir— white inarble tomb, 
uniy and drapery, on a blue ground — 

In memory of RALPH SPAEKE, Esq. 

^SHmmeis^od^ 

Who died the 9ih oCMay, 1S06« i«ed €5 yevs. 

Also of JANE his Wifi^, who diml the 6th bf July, 

iao6, aged i;6 years. 

A«d abo Of ISAAC SPARKE, of Sumtaerrods, their Son, 
Who died 15th September, 18 i 6, aged 23 years. 

And Also of ELIZABETH MAfeY SPARKE, 

his Wtfe, 

Who died the g7th Ma^h, 1819, 

Aged 22 years. 
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Ascending the broad stair-case from the south 
transept, a flight of spiral siteps ,in a^tiurret leads 
to the belfry, which is situated near the top of 
the large square tower, and just beneath the 
steeple. It is a square room- formed by the 
walls of the tower. Here. h,u«g the curious 
ring of bells, which, fSrom their names and in- 
scriptions, have been noticed by all travellers, 
and yet never fully described. Mr. WalRs^says, 
(vol. ii. p. 95) " St. Mary's bell was the largest. 
It was commonly tailed the Fray Belly J>eing 
never rung alone but on^ occasion of. fire, or on 
the approach of an enemy to raise the posse 
comitatusp or Feay, as it was stijied.^ > .$t> An- 
drew's bell was the next in «i2e. It Wtti called 
the Haly,^, Bell, Wijxg^^e^ for {\tf^faJi^'' 

These ancient beHs -deserve nwrerainlite at- 
tention than has yet been 'g^aui^^^^^ The 
inscriptions : on them "as<e' plreservetd' in i>the an- 
nexed engraving. The only 9^W ^P. ^^® 
beeii able to procure— perhaps the/ojily one 
in existence— is^ w^ ^ar, inaccurate ; but Wtialt 

7 We are at a loss to kti6W Wht<#^Mr. Wallis found the word 
Jrajf used fnthie' aindU^ i^^^selMitHthii: Can Mr; W. have 
meant orM^fMOitwtj iurlijr And weation achaw Aiie the words an- 
ciently equivalent to the. term pbB^-. oomUattu. Fray^beil sig- 
nifiea^mplx alarum,. bell«riui^',t>iit|to gire .waroing of a fra^<at 
home or a foray .or inifoad from abrQad.-9^Mr. Wa]li8.'8 wpids are 
quoted (withoyt. acknowledgment) in Mack, and Dent'^ Hist, 
yol. ii. p. ^5. ahd tii6 following racts are added, '' It weighed 
70 cwt. and was broken by itnging at the marriage of the late 
Sir )Villiam Black^tt. It was hb^rd at an astonishing distance/' 

^ From the Saxon halig, holy. 
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remains is sufficiently curious to merit preser- 
vation. Three of the 'bells are dated 1404. « 
The other three were probably more ancient. 
Four of the bells are dedtca^ed or l^ptized, as 
we learn from tb^ i?is^ipil^n^wfr¥^^ jis^^dressed 
to each bell by its name. ^ 
(The >ft>lk^ttg- lird th^iihs0ripti0»s<>in their 



1. 
AD PBIMOS CANTUS P.VISAT NOS 

NOS 'VOX , ,,.,»j>, JotHlb -IIS* .v. -07:1 I 

EST NOBIS «M©NA, '"^ ^ ' ' 
KATEEINK^^Vbi- MmGl^A'r\] 

OMNIBUS IN ANNI3 . 

EST VOiS DEO QIRATA JOHAKNIS ! 

^ Bells are said to have been invented by Paultnus, Bishop of 
NdB in CaMpania. But the reader will find ** bdls of gold" in 
our translaftion of the Bible, Ezod. uviii. SB, SQ. '* TintinnabiOa 
aureay" In ftb. Riv. ^c. and '* y^pv^Sv KoB^ra " in the Septua- 
fiint The dasaical reader will recollect numeioiia UNrtances la 
Pkiutus, Plioj» &C. to prore their antiquity. Chi|ff«n hella were 
iiitrodM.oed into England and {rdand aa ear]y an a..o* 6Q01 when 
the pious and. industrious abl^ are supposed to hsnre made 
them with their o.wn hands. ' 

' ^ ** About the year 968, Pope John XIIT. baptized a large bell 
which was intended^ for the Vatican, by JBpritllding it with holy 
water, &c." Thus the ceremony of consecrating or baptizing 
b^lls arose in the 10th century, and is, we beUere, still extant. 
See Mich. Lequifen's Disscr^. 1, &c. Gregory's Church His- 
tory, Ac 
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' anjdeea mi care, 
johanni consociare ! 

;est mea vox ojelata 

touitf SIM MARIA VOCA^AJ* 

> 

IX'heftocwiiqpimefUately braeatb thd beUky is 
called the dock-house. It oontaihs a lacge dnd 
handsome horologe, with an efficient &oe to the 



* It mutt be premiied tliat thefofhwrbfg rtnkHMji tke fintandl 
second intcriptioni is in a great measure coitf ectural. The medium 
adopted, it is hoped, will be thought nearer the itjle of the origi- 
ns and more spirited: than a merely litefd prose tr«ntfation. 



!• Even at our earliest sound. 

The light of God is spread around. 

2* At theecho of mj.'voice, - 
Ocean, eartii, and air n^oiee. 

S. Blend thy mellow tones with mine, 
Silrer voice of Catheiine I 

4. Till time on ruin's lap shall nod, 
John ihaU sound the pi^ai^ of God. 

5. With John in hearenly harmony, 

Andrew, pour thy melody* t 

^. Be mine to chan( Jehovah's fame . ., 
\ While Maria is my name. ., .. 

. ■ • t • 

sStqne^of^fhie' mottoes ou the bells of York Minuter are givenby 
way4>feb«ijpariie». ' ' 

' 1 . JDt9 ei'ngi iacrum. nSac^ed to God and the Ving. 2.- /«- 
hikUe Dmini. Make^ joyful noise unto the Lord. S. Extdihte 
Beo* Rejoid^ in God. 4. Gt&ria in eacilsis Deo. Glory to 
God on high. 5. Vocaia, dum voco ful^iOa fhundo Maria. 
^hilst I call, Iji^ary nngf th^qugh the world. . (The word puU 
io/'a, s^eihs to sigiiify that the beH had (>.een sfrtfcl not rung)«. 
q. Fti^nerfi deploro, populum vqcp,Jista jikcoro. I deplore the 
dfeacL I ^11 the peopl^.^ adorn the festivaWrbf the tw,elFe these 
arer|he n^^st curio\i8. The oldest is datcjd lS99t The diameter 
dip' the largest is 5 feet 9^ inches, and its weight 59 cwt Prake. 
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Market-place, and another to the Seal. And as 
a proof of the naturally fine situation of Hex- 
ham Church, we may remark that the progress 
of the index over this ^ttipr face is observable 
with a good glass from Walwick, a distance of 
mcfte^ tblan six mites. 

The third room ill the order of descent, the 
floor of which is comppsed of st;rojng Jb^msi of 
oal^ f0rp4Pg a roof to tl^at p^t^Qf, the. dhurch 
which is beneath the tower, is the ringers' room. 
The present ling of. eight bells is cast out of the 
metal of the ancient six, which we described 
aJbioveir^ S^ven of these were ' re-cast ijii) VlM^ 
and <pftet « abput 90 years ago. >Tbe> Fiisty^fadl 
wojuld have outweighed- th& present leijghl 
Th^ strike the hours ^iand chime the^ 4^ad- 
tiers by the macbineiry ef^ the dook, : a^d ^m 
ringing ' fdvm a risty beauti&l {leaL ' Tb«f iidhg- 
.er$ 4r^ ei(p0rt ^d; proudi of this: ftufy :£lhgli8h 
distin^tjpn^ ^ 



^•.'• 



: < 



? Hkighig a peftY U sctatcefy kndWtt etcept in Bnglan 
miffical belj^ we aUpost strangers m ever^ other ppi^try. 



,t 1 



104 HI&TOfiT CXE HEXHAM. V^U 






PB£S£NT REMAINS OF ANCI£!NT FJUYIh^QMS*^ 
COUETS-T-MUjNICIPAX. (aOVJERNMENT-— PKI- 
SONS— MORALS— STATE OF THE STREETS — 
StiPPLY OF WATER — HEAL^TH— AMUSEMENTS 
— SOClETT — CONCLUSION OF PART FIRST. 
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.The present remains of ancient privileges are 
only those of the lord of the manor, and are to 
be found in the following account of the courts 
held in the regality, independently of its rights 
as a portion of the county of Northumberland. 

There are within the regality of Hexham, or 
as it is called in certain acts of parliament relat- 
ing thereto, the liberty of Hexham and Hex- 
hamshire, two courts for the recovery of debts ; 
viz. one which is a court of record for the re- 
covery of debts to any amount, the other catted 
the Side Court or Court Baron, in which debt^s 
under forty shillings are recoverable. 

The Court of Record is a very ancient court, 
as wiU appear from the style thereof hereunder 
written ; and its jurisdiction extends over the 
whole lij3erty, which comprises the three large 
parishes of Hexham, Allendale, and Saint John 
Lee, in the county of Northumberland. It 
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was formerly held by the Bishop of He^chatD, 
and afterwards by the Arehbi&b^pis of Ycwky 
when the Bishopric of Hexham was anniexed 
to the archiepiscopal see of York, as a p^cuMav 
within its jurisdiction. In the time of King 
Henry VIII. the. regality of Hexham with all 
its courts, &c. was given Uy the king in exchange 
fot certain royal possessions granted to the 
archbishop, who still retains ecclesiastical ju- 
risdiction. After remaining some time in the 
hands of the crown, the regality of Hexham, 
with all courts, &c. in as full and ample a 
manner as the same were at any time there- 
tofore had, and held by. any bishop, archbishop, 
or by the king's majesty, or by any. of his royal 
progenitors, was granted by letters patent to 
^ose under whcMn the present owners, Thomas 
llic^rd Beaumont, Elsq. and Diana his wife, 
hold and dbpm the same. 

Robert Hopper Williamson, Esq. of the 
town and county of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Barrister at Law, is the present steward of 
the court of record ; ^ and holds the saifqe for 



it 



* Copy of Uie at/le of the Court of Record above referFed to. 

TheE^aHtyorMauorof Hex-1 The Court of pleas and Court 

ham with the Members in the > of record of Thomas Richari^ 

CS^unty of Northumberland. J Beaumont, Esq. and Diana liis 

Wife, Lord and Lady of the said Manor, holdem there the 

day of — in the year of our Lord before 

Robert Hopper Williamson, Esq. learned Steward of the 
same Court, according to the customs of the said Regality 
^f Manor used and approved, time^ whereof the memory 
of man is not to the contrary. 

O 
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trial of eausea, twice in every year, within a 
montfa after Easter and Michadimas. 

The Side Court f br recovery of small debts^ 
is b^ld fouir times a year/ or oftener as occasion 
may require, before John Bell, the present bal^ 
liff of Hexham, who presides as steward of the 
mde court, the jurisdictioiT whereof also ex- 
tends over the whole of the liberty, and, by 
sj^ial custom, goods levied under executions 
issuing out of this court, are sold for 'payment 
of debts and costs. , 

There are also held within the liberty of 
Hexham and Hexhamshire' a Court-Leet and 
view of Frankpledge, and a Court-fiaroh, for 
the manor of Anick Giaii^e. Th* tenements 
depending on this maDo^ lie partly within 
Hexham and partly in other parts of the 
county of Nortbtrmberland. At this Court- 
Baron debts under forty shillings are recover- 
able, and, by special custom, goods levied 
under executions issued from this court are 
sold for payment of debts and costs. * 

The quarter sessions for the county of Nor* 
thumberland are held here annually at mid- 
summer, in their course with Alnwidc, Mor- 
peth, and Newcastle. The acting magistrates 
hold a petty session for the Ward of Tynedale, 
at the fFhite Hart Inn, on the first Tuesday of 

• ■ 

^ This account of th« courts is printed from the communica* 
Hon of. a gentleman eyerj way oapaUe of fiimishing satisfectory 
uiformation on the subject. 



■ I M^^^lm 
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every month. The sessions for the county, as 
Willi as the courts of the manor, are held in the 
HaU, an antique, somhre-looking towei^-~built 
over a defensible archway-M)n the east side of 
the Market-place. Neither its age nor its origi*- 
nal use has been ascertained. There is^ no proof 
of its having been ^' anciently used as an ex* 
ploratory tower," and the notion of its having 
been ** the episcopal palace" is too absurd for 
refutation. It was probably raised for the 
defence of the abbey or its property in times 
of danger. Such strengths are not uncommon 
in the vicinity of religious edifiees. Wallis 
imaghies that the apartment now used as 
the Town-hall or Town-court was originally 
so employed by the bishops and priors of 
Hexham. 

Hexham is not a corporate town, and this 
circumstance makes it worthy of remark, that 
there are four companies or corporate trades, 
who exercise the right of monopoly as strictly 
as is customary in other bodies Corporate, or, in 
towns and cities where the government is vested 
in a mayor and corporation. These trades are, 
1st Weavers, 2d Tanners and Shoemakers, 8d 
Skihners and Glovers, and 4th Hatters. ^ 



' 3 After the pasftlng 6f the act for the divirion of the coomioil; 
these tradei or bodies claimed a right of posiure on Hexham 
Kast and West Commons. In their case to counsel they allow 
that Hexham is not an incorpdrate tdwn^ but assert that the 
several people who now claim have' held the right of common 
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The civil government of the town is vested 
in the bailiffl who is appointed by the lord of the 
manor. The office is generally retained dlirante 
vita, and is of great antiquity^ although the 
name is altered, the bailiff in fcu'mer times being 
generally termed the archlHshop's seneschal or 
temporal chancellor for Hexhamshire. ^ To 



without interniptioa beyond the memory of man. It was granted 
that persons who had served a legal apprenticeship to any of the 
trades above mentioned, and who rented a house having a right 
of common, had and held that right; but that as they had not 
claimed before the act was passed, and as no clause favourable 
to their claim had been inserted in the act, it was acljudged that 
they had lost their right ; or that it could ^nly be redeemed at 
an expense greater than the common of pasture would be worth. 
This circumstance is adduced only to shew that the existence of 
the several incorporations has been legally admitted. 

* By the 27th Henry VIII. c. 25, it was enacted that all 
-stewaid's bailiffs and other ministers of any liberties or franchises 
shall make due execution of all processes to them to be directed ; 
that the fines shall be assessed on bailiffs of liberties for insufB- 
•cient returns, and not upon the sheriff. Provided alway and be 
it enacted, that Edward now Archbishop of York and his suc- 
cessors Archbishops of York and their lemfyoral chancellor of 
the 9hiTt and fiheriy of Hexham otherwise called Hextoldesham 
for the time being and every of them, shall. from henceforth be 
Justices of the Peace widiin the said shire and liberties of Hex- 
liam, &c. and shall exercise and use all manner of things within 
the aaid shire and liberty that appertaineth or belongeth to any 
Justice of Peace within any county of this realm of England, &c. 
A. D. 15S5. 

By the 14th Elizabeth^ c. 13, it is ordained, that the territorie, 
franchise, and libertie of Hexam and Hexamshire with the 
liberties of the same may be, is, and shall be taken to be within 
and part, parcel^ and member of the countie of Northumberland, 
And as well the pleas of the crown as all suits betwixt partie and 
|)arUe miiy proceed and have their due end and trial within the 
;said countie of Northumberland by and before the sheriff and 
•coroners of the said shire and aho before the justices of the 
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faim were delivered all the capitulas of the 
croivn, to be pleaded by justices whom the 
archbishop should assign for that purpose; con- 
eerning all things arising within his manor of 
Hextoldesham. * These powers of the bailiff 
declined with the privileges of his lord» whose 
representative he is in the court over which he 
presides, and this is almost the extent of his 
present authority. ® 

The House of Correction is situated on the 
Tyne Green road. It has no claim to particular 
notice. In its situation or its management there 



peace, justice of gaol deliverie, justice of assise, nut prhis, oyer 
and determiner, and other officers, and each and every of them 
as the case shall require and take effects as any of the like have 
been or ought to bee ^nrhich have happened or shall happen within 
the said county pf Northumberland, and the sherifT and other 
i)fficer8 of the co^ntie of Northumberland for the time being have 
full power and authoritie to execute his or their office and all 
processes to him or them directed within Hexham and Hexhani- 
$hire and the liberties of the same in as large and ample manner 
as. he or they may, should, or ought to do within any part of the 
said countie of Northumberland any graunt, priviledge, custom, 
&c notwithstanding. Saving to the balife of the liberties or other 
officers of the said towne of Hexham and Hexhamshire or the 
liberties tftereofall liberties and priviledgesfor executing qfpro* 
cess, reiurn qjf fvrits» and otherwise as they or ant/ iff them of 
right ought to have before the making of this act. a. d. 1576. 

^ From the writ of Quo Warranto Slst Edward I. After 
which all these privileges were confirmed, a. b. 129S. 

^ Mr. Wallls says (p. 107) that he has )Mt same poweir 
within his jurisdiction, as the mayor of a dtyi or a justice of 
peace within the county. Tfifb is errone6uirt.'' The* baffiflT pds- 
leases no power comparable td that of the mayortilty, and all 
justiciary matters are cognizable to the magistrates of the county. 
The present bailiif^ Mr, Bell, is not iti the 'cbmmistlon. 
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IS little to blame» and this is almost the higb^t 
praise that can be bestowed upon it. The com- 
mon prison is in a very ancient tower^ ^ situarted 
a few yards from the Free Granmar-Sefaqol* 
Its site is commanding, and its foroi curious. 
^ It was anciently the town gaol, and is still 
used for this purpose." (Wallis, p. 1Q6).. , " It is 
of remarkable architecture ; bevig square, con- 
taining very small apertures to admit the light, 
and having a course of corbels projecting a long 
way from the top. Th^se seem to have sup- 



"^ This is the Tunis de Hexham in the " list of castles and 
towers made about 1460/' when it was in possession of the 
Archbishop of York. See Hodgson, vol. v. p. S6, 29* The 
editor of the Beauties of England and Wales (vol. xii. p. 166) 
names this tower and the court-house as ** two towers in the 
circuit of the walls of the old monastery/' and adds the following 
note: — >There was a warm dispute between the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland and Sir Ralph Sadler in 1569, concerning Lady 
Carnaby's house being made the residence Of the Keeper of 
Tindale, in which Sir Ralph says, *' Hexham is ho apte, no mete 
place for the service of the keeper of Tyhdale: Nor in my tyme 
I am sure there never lay any such m Hexham, saving only Sfr 
Reginald Camaby, who had lever lie in his own house, tho'it 
were not the metest place for the service than seek any otbten 
Never the less, I have learned since my coming hither that Mr, 
Slingsbie hath a great desire to lie in Hexham, where indeed h^ 
hath lain for the most part this xy moneth, ever since he 'had 
thoffice, in a house, which if he woU needs lie in Hexham, may 
serve him as weU now as it hath done before; and if be be 
weary of that house, yet is there in Hexham ij towers of the 
Queen's m^jestie's, which as I am credibly informed, with 
thezpence.of zx/L to make a Uttle reparation, will serve as good 
a. m^ii as Mr.. Slingsbie is ; but for his own ease and commodyte 
.b^ nut^af neeidB^faaye mj. Lady Carnaby's bouse; because it is the 
faivest in.,|he.^QWfie/'' State PaperS|^yol. i. p. 442. 

I^y Caimaby's hou»e was the old Abbey. Mr. Slingsby's 
house was, ptobably the Maneria of Mr. Hutchinson. He says 
(p. 107) ** In the Market-place on the front of an old house, are 
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ported a hanging gallery, and bespeak the tower 
at pareaent not near its original height. The 
founder is not known. Having two dreadful 
dungeons within it, doubtless it has been ihe 
ohidf fortress of the place, and was used as a 
prison when the bishops of Hexham possessed 
their palatine jurisdiction." (Hutchin. p. 106). 

On an oaken mantle-piece in this tower is a 
very curious inscription rudely carved, appa- 
rently with no better tool than a common 
knife. Mr. Hutchinson acknowledges himself 
ignbrant of its weaning, but thinks it proper to 
insert a copy.^ His example is here followed. 
All endeavours to discover its import have been 
vain; hut, to prove that the attempt has been 



three costs of armour (arms) in plaster work : ojnnions are vm^ 
ous what they denominate: the most probable is that the dexter 
arms are those of the Dean aind Chapter of York ; the centre, the 
4^S8 q^ 8t. Apdrew ; and the sinister one, being one oi the 
arma carUaniia or rebukes* anciently adopted, comprehends the 
name of some churchman. Beneath this is a legend divided into 
three portions, which I read ma- nb- ria, perhaps importing the 
manor house, and probably was the mansion of some of the 
Archblshopa of Yorki" 



2/ 53 






The S may signify Sllngsby, or the name-df 'some other Keeper 
of Tynedale, of whose office the ci^ss keys may have been the 
badge, and the oiUto his coat lirinoila]. ^ 
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made, an effort at ekicidation is subjoined, * in 
the hope that more ingenious or more learned 
readers may be urged to correct what is enro* 
neous, and to discover what is yet in darkness. ' 
The want of a resident magistrate, and the 
small power of the bailiff, may be supposed 
prejudicial to the interests of morality; yet 
few places can boast a greater absence of crime 
than Hexham. The lower class of peopi^ 
even now, may be less civilized than their 
neighbours^ although an amazing improve^ 
ment has been wrmight of late • years. The 
preamble of an act of parliament, dated little 
more than two hundred years ago, sets forth, 
that in this district ^< outrages were daily com- 
mitted, black mail imposed, and persons carried 
away by violence and against their will." The 
same act makes all these crimes fekmy^ and 
orders that the ''names of outlaws shall be 
proclaimed in the town of Hexham." ^ 

^ Mr. Hutchinson suppofes that the first two letters of the 
inscription fix the time to the reign of one of the Jameses^ and 
ascribes the work to a Scotch prisoner. 

Po . . . sae the R Peace cleaveth by toil 

In thy ... as the winketh And so dieing 

The light followeth Ye die but to live 

His grace and truth . S...g C.t that so ye shall 

In my afBiction be onto me ^ be to be... by Hi... 

An 

Peter Rees ... 1 nulie this of vile tyranny of any . . . man 

But Above . • • . . te P Sit 

. « • . .... wise . . . that the meet to my qurit 

Atsoild if the Bailly he so wills .• • „ . , - 

^ 48 Eliz. !Cf|p.;,xtM.-,A, D." l60I.. ., j f ■., ^' li*; 
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And within the meittcfry of pfergbns riowiliv- 
mgati outiidge wdss'obmmitfefl/^liieh, whatei^r 
was its ori^tiar motive^ cauM only be disgrace- 
ful to the >perpetratws ; involving at once? the 
character of the toivn and neighbourhood/ con- 
founding ^theihnoceiit with, the guilty, and im- 
posbig on* the whole body a restraint and rigour, 
which, though evil in itself j hasbefen the means 
of bringing forth liiueh gbod; for now those 
diqgrading combinations are unknown, the laws 
are obeyed, not" enforced ; • and e:scperience andr 
mow enlarged Ideas have changed the former 
w^urlike rudeness of the people of this district 
into a sifibdped biit cha&ract^stic energy of man- 
ner, a respi0ct;fc»- order and the constitution of 
their country, in one word, into patriotism— a 
rational love 'of freedom and the laws. ^ 

The pMs(6tat state of the streets in Hexham 
is not dcMAducive to the health of the inhabitants. 
They a^e generally narrow, and one large house 
> often tenanted by several poor families. The 
pavement ihas beien laid with ' little regard to 
tfae.comfibrtior convenience of pedestrians, and 
Uuflpsaiie seaneely known. The town is sa 

^ Amid the general cry for reform and universal representation^ 
it is worthy of «e«nark^ thiat the cppyiholders of He^h«im have 
r^fiued. Ihe, repeated offer of enfranchisement. Wliether they, 
feel the present safe and easy form of hoJding and conveying; 
their esUtes^to be superior to the much more complex and ex- 
pensive mode of conveying estates, of freehold tenure, or whether 
they refuse. from, a contempt of the elective privilege, or are. 
restrained by qther motives, mqiit remain a question. 
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situated that almost every street ii^l^Drmed on 
a deflcent, to idvtotage wfaich might be made 
coodiidve tb instate o£ greater cltealiiiess. The 
vicinity of the liVer, "the general excellence of 
the rteds; the bridge^ and other advantages 
which will be alluded to hereafter^ lare favour- 
able cir(^m8taBces, of wliich th6 inhabitants do 
not svtffidiently' avail tfa^maelves. 

The town is supplied with water from a con- 
siderable distance by two pants (nr cbmmoti 
fountains* One of these was esre<^ed by' sub«- 
scription; and the other, from a Latin inscrij^km 
on its fronC^appeans to haVe heen^^Pre^evieii to 
the Town by BobeAt Aixgood, Esqnite, in the 
year 170S. Wattr of a m^ich superior quality 
is procured from tt wdl on the west side of the 
Seal, of more real value than both the pants. 
These with' th^ burns which pass through the 
town insiiure a plentiful supply of water; and 
to this circumstance and its salulmous situation^ 
togeth^ with the invaluable privilege of ex;^ 
ercise on the Seal, the inhabitants df Hexham^ 
owe Uiat health and lol^evity which nasro^ 
streets and the neglect of cleanliness ^ have not! 
been able to counteract. 



* '' Whoreas a parcel of ground lying on the south dde of the 
ehancel or efatnr belongkig to the parish church of Hexham, 4K[ 
heMofere lie open and uninclosed, by reason whereof the same* 
was made use of by numbers of dborderly personsfbr .!; . . and. 
other oflTensive tldnglB, until' it became very nausedus to thc(. 
pttf^shioners,'* &c. Therefbie a lease is granfeed by the iiveir^: 
/btir or Testry-men to Jobii ,Ro)>son that be shall poMesrth^ ?a!^. 
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Hexbam could onoe boast o£ very select 
^^pckty^ as the following writing will prove:-- 

Eitract ftom a Bond, dated IS AniMe^ a. d. 171S. 

. Thomas Wallis a foreigner (probably a Scotebman) aod a 
stranger cometh into the town liberty and regality of Hexham; 
but by the enstom and privilege of this manor, Thomas WalDs 
ovight not to reside or mabc hia abode in the said liberty mUkoui 
the Uceme of ike officers and inhabitants. Therefore T. W. , 

'becometh bound to conduct himself decently and orderly, and on 
obanging his place of abod« to give notice* and promiseth on the 
part of himself, his wifci son, and family, that they shall not 
oTercharge the commons, moors, or pastures with their cattle, &c. 

1, sealed, and deliTered in the presence of, &c 



At what time this licensing of good company 
^commenced, how long it continued, or when it 
was laid aside, is not exactly known. It is 
dated too late to have arisen oUt of the act 1 1 
Henry VII. cap. 9, from which the following 
is extracted : — 

North and South Tynedale shall be gildable, and parcel of the 
«ountj of Northumberland, and no franchise shall be there, but 
all the king's wtrits and offieem shall be obeyed. (2) And «# 4Maii 
shall demise any land for years, life, or at will there, but the 
hsseeshdU before Jind two sureties having at the least 10/. s, 
{£xy af iraeliold within the countj of Northumberland, to be 
bound by recognizance in £xx to the king to make answer 
whhin eight ddys of warning to all murders, treasons, felonies, 
Af. ao^.tha lessar. shall ftrfeit £x fot every acre otherwise leti 
&c. A. D. 1494. 

V The bond here given is prciiably the last of 
its kind. The society of Hexham is now like 

land to be laid out in gardening and other ornamental purposes. 
The ori^al writing of tliis lease is extant, and yet the church- 
wardens or vestry-men suffer the ground to l>e ocoupied ■■ 
aethe Long Back Side! See p. SI. To remedy the uioonve^ 
nience that arises from this natural annoyance is the imperious 
duty of the inhabiUnts. The lease is dated 17S1. 
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that of other small towns, but rather behind 
its neighbours in refinement; The people are 
social with each other, and hospitable to. stran- 
gers. Social parties are very frequent. The 
amusements are cards and conversation, occa- 
sionally assisted by music and dancing. There 
are several assemblies in the year,' which are 
numerously attended and spiritedly snpported. 
There are annual r^ces with their usual accom- 
paniments, and an elegant and commodious 
little theatre, is opien a few. weeks in the year. 
The effect of these amusements is beginning ,to 
shew itself in an. increased attention to elegant 
literature, and the polish of exterior manners ; 
in short, improvement is the characteristic 
feature in the present state of the society, of 
Hexham. 

The attentive reader is now able to form a 
tolerably accurate notion of the present state 
of the town of Heiham. The objects mpst 
worthy of note in the vicinity, the Naturial 
History, and other subjects less intimately con- 
nected with the present state of the town^ will 
be found in a brief description of the neigh- 
bourh^ods r wfaa^ : .inay : be • read wi A greater 
interest afker the histarieal details^ to which 
the second part is dedicated. 
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Chap. i. p. 19. 

The Row or Pudding Chare." — The more common name is 
Pudding Bow. 

Chap. 11. p. 2^. 

" On the division of the common in 1792*"— May 3d, 1755/18 
the date^ the award made by the commissioners on the division 
of Hexham common. 

Chap. ii. p. 25. .. 

<' The name Skinner Burn/'-nThe court rolla. shew that firom 
the ewiiest period the skinners and tauii^rs have been the prin«« 
cipal people of property io^ Hexham. In a note on Note 5, p. 
S32, of Sir Walt^, Scott's '' Lay of the Last Minstrel," Canto I. 
we find ** Skinner's Field, near Melrosie, so called by a corruption 
from Skirmish Field." The vicinity of the Battle Hill may give 
a colour to such a derivation here. 

■ 4 

Chap. ii. p. 28. 

*' On Tyne Green stands a wind-mill, &c"— -These mills were 
used in grinding bark for tanners ; but the Introduction of steel 
miils on the principle of the coffee milji has superseded them. ' The 
low mill, one of those mentioned in note 3', has been lately token 
down. ' I.! . I \ . J- 

Chap. ]]. p. 29. i • 

** Seems to have given a name to the Bull Bank."—- Within the' 
memory of man it was called Vazie's Bank ; but its proper name 
ia the Hall StUeB^nk. 



M 



Chap. iv. p. 50, Note 8. ' 

'* Holy Island" is so called because, it is occasionaUy iusuli^t^d, 
and because the property it contained went to the endowjEDent o^ 
a ohantrtf, \ \ 

ij .; . ,.Chap, vi. p. 64. ,...., 

" Struck oi*t4U a later; periodH''^—TJiei>e.haKe;faeeii, 'however » 
two ancient communications with the old school from the side 
aisles of the choir. 
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Chap. vi. p. 84* 

" JolianneA Jltb/cr^e."— As wm mippoeed, thii penon's name 
does occur in the authentic list of the Conqueror's fbllowers given 
in John Brompton's Chronicle. The list is written in old French 
rhyme, and is very curious and important. It begins 

Vous qe desjrex assarer 

Le nons de grauntz de la mer 

Que yindrent od le oonquerouo 

William Bastard de graunt vigoure, 

Lours sumons issi vous denys 

Com je le troYa en escris, &c. 
That is ** you who desire to know the names of the great mei^ 
who crossed the sea with the Conqueror, William the Bastard of 
renowned yalouir^ will find thehr surnames below as I haye found 
them in the rolls, &c." These rolls contain 245 names, including 
those of our most distinguished nobflity. Makrhe is introduced 

thus: — 

Aubeyyle & Seynt Amauns, 

' Aganter A DragMMT, 

M aliN^be dp Maudttt, ' 

Brewes & Chandttf, &C. &c.. 

Zverj nam^ has its peculiar interest, but kerc they would be 
out of pWe. ' 

Chap.vi/p.' 97. 

'' H. S. £., &c" — Beneath this stone lies William Johnston, 
Merchant, his labours finiriied, he yielded to the law of Nature»&c. 

•^M. & Pitm beql nuaquam Zfk fiUoH.riai* &s.r— ^Stfied Uk 
th« meinovy of a falher wbQni,^ alaal hia aon had never see^ oC. 
a mother who merited the highest filial afiection; in token of hia 
piety and of a grateful mind, ^Uelrapta,. B. Dixon, hath erected 

tljiw ?nwim:!ient, &c. . i; . . ; 
., . J Chap. VL p. 99. . .. i. ) 

** Johannes Rotheram, &c."-^ohn Rotheram, Doctor of Medi- 
cine, died i6th March, 1707, il» th^ 68th )iear of his age. The 
ej|;traordinarj stores of his own mind, polished by a deep s^udy 
of the sdenees, he imparted fbr the public good, and noft for bis 
own emoluDteent. 

The wish to render every part of this work intelligible to the 
Eogliah reader, it is hoped will be admitted as an excuse for the 
dtfectrre'tranriatioii of these moBumenta! hMcripdoRSi 
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PART II. 

Ancient ^tate. 



CHAP. I. 

ORIGIN Ot THE TOWN — ROMAN REMAINS. 



The name of Aa^elodunum, oopld it apply to 
Efewham^ would olaixn-for the town a British 
JT^ther than a Roman origin ; for it is observable 
that the conquerors seldom applied names that 
were not piu*^y Roman to stations of their oi^p 
forming ; and a compound or RoiQop na^fica^ 
tion of a British name is at least a plausible 
argument for the British origin of the place to 
wl4al\( it. i^^ applied! . There is no positiye, evi- 
dence that the town of Hexhiim is of Rritish 
origip^ ^nd tl^e patkasce of th^^reader shall not 
be . e:fhavsted^ in the dry disMsussion of vague^^ 
conj^cturefi.^p^ ui^punded ^gations* , l^^Si 
claim to an antiquity coeval with the Roman 
government, of, ^orthviiBherlaqd. stands on a 
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foundation which, strengthened by long belief 
and the general concurrence of all writers on the 
subject, is not too firm to be shaken. This chap- 
ter shall contedn the evidenced on botli 'sides, and 
the (Question being fairly stated, the intelligent 
reader may draw his own conclusions. 

The situation of Hexh^Kni its early mention 
in Saxon history, its neighbourhood to the wall, 
the vicinity of the important stations, Corstopu 
turn (or Curia Otadenorum)^ Hunnum^ and CU 
lurnunij and the convenience of a ford across the 
Tyne, are all reasonable g^ouiids for believing it 
to be the site of a Roman $tation,.,aad the^fact is 
supposed to he proved by the discovery of certain 
Roman inscriptions in a crypt of the church. 

" To our Christian ancestors, the Anglo-Sax- 
ons . and Normans, we owe the defidhg 'or 
demolishing of almost every Rbman altar, br 
votive monument, that was discbvtered in theit 
titne. Being zealots in their persuasions, knd 
utterly ignorant of the great uiste of these' I'elm'slins 
to history; they took tar6 to feltidicate all marks 
of pagamsm wherever they found' them. For 
their own conveniehcy they made use of the 
ruins of Roman buildings in the erection of their 
cihurcnes; yet it is evident 'that whenever they 
met with an inscription, like the Turks in Greece,' 
they either bitfiedit in the Jthtri^twn, turned it 
irito thfe wall; brok^, or utterly obliteriated it/' * 
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Thus the situation of these remains is ndther 
new nor uncomQ|M. Of their discovery the fol- 
lowing account ^Piven : — ^The existence of these 
crypts and vaulted passages* beneath the church 
had been forgotten, till, on digging to lay the 
foundation of a buttress to support ^he west end 
of the church, the entrance was discovered } and 
the vaults have been since used as a burial place 
by the descendants of the Rev. Joseph An^ 
drewes, A. M. then lecturer of Hexham, whose 
information induced the learned antiquaries Df; 
Stukeley and Roger Gale, Esq, to descend and 
examine the curiosities concealed in these vaults. 
Mr. Gale imagined that all the walls of the 
crypts were built of stones brought from a Ro- 
man station, which he very naturally supposed 
to be Corbridge. Fragments of sculptured 
stones, cornices, mouldings, ornaments, and 
inscriptions, are very numerous ; and the two. 
following, though not perfect, are curious and 

important. 

• ' . " ' • ' 

LEG. A 



Q. CALPVRNVS 
OONCESSiKI 
'VS. PBAEF. EQ. 
CAESA. CORI 
ONOTOTAR 
VM. MANV PR 
AESftSTISSIMI 
NVMINIS DE. V. S. 
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This inscription Mr. Hoarsley teeds Legato 
Augwtuli Proprastwe Quint^^alpmniusi Con^ 
eemnius Fra^feefusi €qv4tim^Wf^wm Co- 

VQtum sobnt, p. 9AB. ^ The last line of the 
inscription aboves^ sliglitly ditfens fVonft the copy 
giiv^n by Ha««ky» but the alterfition only coa- 
firnas his readli^> to which he addB the foUowing 
r^emarks 



The Rev. Mr. Andre wes of Hexham obliged a fHend of mine 
with a oopy of tiie same inf«riptioiifi# irlMl hfi had taken. This 
uifcription (No. 1.) is upon a Rc^an dtar: I had leave to descend 
into the vault and view the inscriptions^ I' spent some time in 
examimng cfvery partloiilWy and have here represented Ihem as I 
found them^ with the gipeat^st impartia$tj. Every word and let* 
ter that remfuns in tlds is so plain as to leave no room for any 
doubt. The not taking notice that the altar and inscription are 
hbth of them imperfect ^t the top is tbe only ma,terial defect iri the 
former representations. I look upon it as certain, that the letters 
which have filled up the deident part of tl^e. line have beea VG. 
PR PR. for thus th^ i;iumber of letljers in. this line will answer to the 
number in the others. I think also there have been two or three 
Hnes above* which are brokeo off: these' have probably captained 
the name of t^ legate a^d of the god tp wi^opi tf^ alta^ l^ad been 
inscribed. The conjectures in the letters in Mr. Gordon's appen- 
dix are very uigeniousj anhi the arguments used in suppoflof then 
very learned and curious. The author (Mr. Gale) supposes that here 
is the name of a new legate, as a]^o of a new body of horse^ called 
EquUes CtBsarienteg (or Cmsariani) Coriomoiotm: the name 
Eqmtes^ Cauarieiuei is there justified by a parallel hastance in 
Gruter ; and the name Oorionoloict, that gentleman supposes to 
be a corruption of the Roman siame of a pioople in these parts, 
perhaps Curia or Carta Ql^in^rf and that, Corbridge was the 
place. The rest, of the inscription he judiciously explains to be a 
flattering acknowledgment of this person, that he w«i promoted 



^ The legate of Augustus, t^ing Prop^i^i Quintus Calpumiua 
Concessinius pnefect of the Cssarian Horse of the CorionototC', 
honoured by the hand of the emperor, erects this altar to his divi-^ 
nity— performing his vow. 
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hy the immediifte hand of the emperor; it b^ing no new thlig to 
«iU the eiaperorB gods^d eveot ytan to tilein. But m a mai^ 
ier JO tntitfy cmj^^pi, U U^oerff txauebk to mupmi om^t 
attentf «nd the moraiPplanatiaM «re'<>ffisredy'4ti8 theinore prch 
bable4hat tin tf uth will be found cut 4f Q, CalfmmimsCetm9si' 
nius was^the inperial<lefiitei, I gearee think that he would la the 
• same iB0cnp1io»atyle hiaaaelf IVvftotitf Hone. I rather bdieFe^ 
as I hioted befere, that the name of the legate has been libore, and 
is broken ^fi; Perhaps it has been wbl^atq AugmlaH, or pro 
sahiii legaU A^ustalis, As to the wovd CorianoMarum, ^ I 
rather sqppoae that JPtolem j's Coria or Curia was a town of the 
Cadeni^ than of the ^Otdiinu ^ Ptolefhy*B CwriUmi are a people 
of one olPtfae -FrotMiicia; infeMrwnjer in Britain^^mcl possibly from 
hence these' horse might have the nam^ of CosutrieMei Coriiani. 
Corioiiotar in the anonymous JRavenmas Is not unlike this name. 
I suppose it may have been mistaken by -some transcriber for Cori^ 
^iOiotm or 'CktrhnMim; the'^peoftheGotfkfcElsflottiniavottr- 
able to this : but it seems more pR>bablet6 ^me/lbat it was M&i 
some more distant country than any part of Britain that these 
troops had ^ uxme 'oi CiifsiJ^/ieiUti CmhkoMaitit CwHarienseM 
OononoUOarum. Tbe^Cro^oiiMrte Onhabitants of C^tim a eity in 
Oreece) are celebrated by Strahoj according to whom * the last 
of these was equal to the first of the other Greeks/ 

Possibly this name may hare been designed for Crotomatarum, 

If this be admitted, we may more easQy account for the Greek 

inscriptions at Corbridge and Ldnckesfer, and other evidences 

Aj£ Grecian auxiliaries that appear in tire neighbourhood. The 

^explication of the rest of ^ia iflsekipti6n by the same learned 

^ << Extract of a letter from Str John ClerTt to K Gate, Esq.— 
As to your inscr^on from Hexham, it is e^dent the art^cer has 
been very unsuccessful^ and that his chiael has stammered into 
more syllables than were necessary in the word Corkmolotarum. 
I humbly think it ought to have been Gmaltfiwm, and that the 
people of Corehtster were called Coriake, bb the Spartans of M 
ivere called SparHdim or Spartieku, mnA used by Herodotus.^ 

From the MSS. df the late 12. Cafe, £^. 

^ In proof of the truth of this supposition, see Vtfa Iter of 
Richard of Cirencester, and that of Antonine; Curia, Corsford 
near Lanark; Ad Fines, Makendon on Coquet; Bremknio, 
'Rochester, Redesicttde; CottrronTuu, Comidge. If we are 
light in the modern names we have 8u|;gested, the above extract 
is decidve <tf thi? question, and Curia and Corbridge cannot be 
identified. 
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.gentleman» whom I mentioned above (Mr. Gale), 18 certainly 
jnaC; that Prafsentissimum Numen Dei signifies tlie emperor, 
.and manu intimates that Q. CalpurnMlliff^OB advanced to his 
post by the immediate liand of the enfkrat, supposed to be 
CommoduSf who least deserved such titles* and jet who most 
insisted on them. I find Nwmm prasenti in an inscription to 
CaracaUa, The word frauenii seems to be used in a different 
sense in these cases from that of Horace : 

' Pnesenti tibi matures largimur honores* 
Jurandasque tuum per Numen ponimus aras !' 

And again in his ode concerning Regulus— 

' -«— <^ pnesenb divus habebitur 
Augustus adjeeds Britamus 
Im'perio.' 

It is hard to determine with certainty to what particular emperor 
,this inscription should be referred. Horsley. 

The second inscription is on a tablet in the 
^•oof of the north passage to the body of the 
crypt. 

IMP. CAES. L. SEP — 
PERTNAX*. ET. IMP. G — 
AVE. ANTONIN— 
VS II 



VEXIIXATION 
FE— ^RVNT. 



•HOBT 



Imperator Coesar Lucius Septimius Pertinax 
€t Imperator Ccesar Marcus Aurelius Antofd- 
nu$ Pius Fdix Av^gv^tus et Geta Caesar, cohor- 
Hum vexiUationes fecerunt ^ 

^ To the emperor Ctesar Lucius Septimius Pertinax, and the 
>emperor Cesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Pius Felix and Geta 
Cssar^ (the soldiers oQ the vexillations of the cohorts dedicate this 
jnonument. ' 



.j^r- 
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There can be no great doubt with relation to the former part 
of this inscription^ which is not unlike that at Burgh in Ricb* 
mondshire; a copy of which was long ago published by Mr. 
Camdeni and runs thusT— /mperatort Ccuari Marco AnUmino 
IM Jurelio FeUci Augusta, ^a Then follows a space where 
the name of Oeta has been erased. Just so in this inscription at 
Hexham ; after much the same names and titles given to Severus 
and Caracalkig there follows a sniall space, where it is manifest 
the words have been designedly erased with a tooL I suppose 
the veaiUaiio legionig was made up of the several vexillations of 
the particuhr cohorts ; aad perhaps they might retidn the name 
o£ vexUlationes cohortium, when the vezUlations of all the cohorts 
of the legion, that is thd whole vexillation of the legion itself, was 
not present* These, /then, might be the vexillatloos of some co- 
horts of one of the legions which were employed in building the 
wall, that might he occasionally at Hexham, and erect this in- 
scription. Some of the inscription facing the right hand is 
covered in the wall on which the inscribed stone rests. The 
lower part of the stone is also fixed in the end wall of one of die 
passages into the vault, allowing the lowest line to be read^ 
though not without difficulty. The letters fb-rvnt are distinct 
and certain, and there is as much room between the E and r as 
will contain CE : so that, beyond 2dl question, it has been fe^b- 
RUNT which completes the inscription. The stone has had a 
raised bordering, which has been spoiled aqd made level when it 
.was ibuilt up in this place. Horsky. 

Mr. Hutchinson reads this inscription differ- 
ently from Mr, Horsley, stating the first line 
IMP. CA£s. s£v — without the l^ an^ the second 
line VERON. axel. imfo« He suggests the 
Verones or Vettones, a people of Spain, as the 
garrison of Hexham, from the first word in his 
third line, and calls Qfmden to his aid, who says 
** that a cohort of Spaiiiards was . stationed at 
Hexham." But this is iiot fidr. Camden sup- 
poses it to be Axelodunvm where the first cohort 
of the Spaniards was stationed. '* Quod Romano 
^eculo Axelodunum fuisse nomen persuadit, ubi 
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cohors prima Hispanorttm stationeiti habuit." 
JBrit. 651. iVfr. Hutchinson objects with greater 
reason to the union of the names Severus and 
Antoninus in this inscription, pointing;^ out the 
disparity between the dates ; ® and Mr. Hodg- 
son, whose copy of this inscription is the most 
correct that has been published, remarks that its 
true reading is very doubtful ; and as the names 
of Pertinax were Puhlius Helvius, Horsley was 
certainly mistaken in attributing it to that em- 
peror, as he has also been in copying some parts 
of the original. He conjectures that it relates 
to the building or repairing of some granary, 
^d that it is akin to the inscriptions belonging 
to the time of Alexander Severus, and found at 
Msica and CSlumum. '^ 

[ It will be allowed that it was necessary to 
give a full account of tfaeise remains for their in- 
trinsic value, and because of the place in which 
they were discovered. But the reader will 
perceive that even if the learned were agreed 
as to what these inscriptions really mean, 
they would throw but little light upon the 
early history of Hexham. Mr, Horsley sayj 



These stones and inscriptions aq^ue Hexham to have been a 
ttoman station ; for the plenty of freestone so near^ makes it 
imprtiblittle that in the huil^ngs later than Roman they wtmld 
hare feUbed ai^y stones either from the wall or from Corbridge. 



^ Sev. Imp. A. D. 193. Ant a. d. ]^7- 

, ."^ SeeGruter, p. cxc No. IS. p. czcL No. 3* p- ml&xviii. No. 
7> S. Beaut, of Eng. and Wales^ vol. xiJ. p. I60. 
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And tiua ttigbt twTe.be^n a tow^ in the Bomn times^ ao4 yet 
not be mentioned in the Itinerary, nor continue so l^te as till the 
writing of the Notitia. Havmg elsewhere proved that it is not 
Axehdmmm, I know n0, what naro^ to ^ve it/ unless wf 
suppotse it to haye been Ptoleniy's JSptacvfu. The situation of 
this does hy no means answer ; but it is plain from Finovium 
and Gahi^m, that Ptokmy is here in coniifiisipn ; and the qua^ 
tual diftaji^f 8 between the^e places are not jso far wropg as their 
situation. 

Mr. HtttcliiiiS€afi observed two efSgies in th^ 
elmrcb, each abicmt 19 inches h\g\^ cut in alto^ 
relievo in niches on a grit, stone. The one he 
takes, to be SUenus, large-eare4i sitting renting 
his head on hia hand> his ^hw( $uppQi]fte4 on bi^ 
knee. The other he apprebendi^ tq be 4es}gne4 
lor Jupiier. Near the alt^r s^t^nds a^ figure. ^ 
$t(»ie, abcMit 3 feet 8 inches hjgh« suppqi^ing 
himself on a staffs on his head sQinething th%t 
appears like a hehnet oi: cap and plttine, and 
round ins ande three wreaths or fetterSj. Thjb$ 
be. supposes to. represent Fan ! Mr* Pennant 
^alls it ' a ridiculous figure of a. bar^foot^ 
man, with a great club» perhaps, a pilgrini.* 
And Mn HutehinsoQ nemanks loi!. reply th^*!; 
* it in no wise represents: a pilgrim ; h^e carries 
no scrip, and wearft a cap or helmi^t*' It is 
reasonable, he says/ to eonjei^iire they< i^s^ve 
heea swred £rpni the ruins when the l^iom^ 
remaJna in. the. vmlt Yrere olM;aine4- ^ 



'I J 



I' ^*?lwilfe«VP«(!tton*pf Ifc Hmt^iiupR have bfipn c^e4 ridi- 
culous^ (jGrenileman's Magazine)^ an^ again his opinion has found 
supporters/ (Mack, arid Dent's' Hist p. 9127) > but neither par^ 
seems to have discovered the truth* 
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Some of these effigies are now removed or 
destroyed, but what remains, and the descrip- 
tions of those that are lost, afford sufficient 
grounds to affirm that they have all had their 
uses, and formed parts of a design perfectly 
adapted to the taste of the times in which, and 
the persons by whom, they were formed. The 
largest figure (Mr. Hutchinson's Pan and Mr. 
Pennant's Pilgrim) is still extant, and appears 
intended to represent an officer of justice, with 
his staff and plume, his feet bared and manacled, 
to shew that within the bounds of sanctuary he 
dared not move towards his design, and that 
there his authority availed him not. This figure 
is placed within a short distance of the Stool of 
Peace. Within a niche is squatted a hare in her 
form^ which will surely be allowed to be a most 
appropriate emblem of the security cf swctuary, 
and the mode of gaining it — by ispeedy flight. 
But more immediately to point oiit the meaning 
of the emblem, in a neighbouring niche is a 
grotesque figure of a naked man Crouching in 
his concealment '^ resting his head on his hand,'^ 
and laughing at his enemies ; this is Mr. Hut- 
chinson's Silentis. His last figure, Jupiter, 
seems intended to point out the guardkn powec 
of the church. He is richly dressed atidarmed, 
in an attitude of ease and security, and was 
probably placed at the door oC the oratory or 
beside the Stool of Peace, as the genius loci, or 
presiding power. 
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Let the reader compare this interpretaition 
with Mr. Hutchinson's figures; and when he has 
etmsidered their evident identity with the other 
sculptures of the shrine, the attempt at alle^ 
gory in their design-^which was the peculiar 
taste of the time when they were formed-«-^their 
perfect correspondence: with ;fhe style df that 
dig^f and the direct contradiction to evety thing 
Roman in their costume, ornaments^ situation^ 
and use** he will surely be convinced that thdr 
d^t^ is not prior to the building of the, shrine^ 
that it is absurd to call them Baman remains^ 
and^ therefore, that they cannot be considered 
9fi affording any evidence of the IiU)mai> origin 
of Hexham« 

That Hexham was the Epiacum of Ptolem}^ 
rests merely on Mr. Horsley's supposition, whilcr 
it is proved on good grounds that ^bchester !» 
the real site of JEpiacum. ^ 

But if Hexham be a Roman town, why 
has it no name either in the Itineraries^ 
or the Natitia? — It majf have existed unno-r 
ticed by either. To Mr. Horsley's argument^ 
that it is improbable tjhese stones should have 
been brought friom a di^tance^ may be opposed 
the opinion of one of the discoverers,r Mr« Gale, 
wjbo believes them to have belonged originally 
to Corbridge. Besides, at Dilston^ in the face 



^ S«e Richard of Cicenoester, SS-^BS. Beaut. Eng. and Wa]e9> 
lii. 158. Whitaker's Manchester, i. 54, &c. 
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of endkas rocks of a fioe stone, a piece of beau- 
tiful Rdman sculpture forms the lintel of the 
door to^' a common fiurm-house ; Walwick 
GrangTr which boasts of its beautHuI remains^ 
is at aficonsiderable distance from Cilumiim, b» 
is NewiNTUgh from ProcoUHa ; yet the village 
is builfe out of that station. Four Stones, St. 
Oswali^s,.. and St; John Lee, are at a Gonsi* 
deratike' cRstanoe from any Roman station ; but 
at each: of these places large altars and other 
sculptured' stones are, even now, standing, and 
often. without any evident purpose. A Roman 
stone is walled up in the comer of a house at 
Hermitage, exacUy opposHe to Hexham^ whidi 
Warburton referred to Corbridge, in opposition 
to Mn Coatsworth^ the proprietor, who sup- 
posed it came &om the wall. After so many 
parallel instances^ where is the improbability, 
that these stones^ should have been brought 
from COTbridge at the building of Hexham 
Abbey, or when the wh61e station was digged 
up by King John — then at Hexham— or even 
at Br later period ? 

If, however, it be still maintained that Hejc*^ 
ham is a Roman station, what are ifa^ llnlits^ 
Why is it on the 9Gwth bank of the river ?' 'How 
comes it that no Roman military way is iilEU;e^ 
able between it and the stations at Corbridge^ 
Halton, and Walwick? And why is there no 
connexion between Hexham and that Roman 
road, which, branching from Ermin-street,. & 
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very little south of Corbridge, stretches away 
through Dilston Park, over Hexham Fell, 
within two miles of the town, thence to Old 
Town in Allendale, and meets the Maiden 
Way at Whitley Castle ? How comes it, that, 
excepting the Temains in the church, no urn, 
coin, brick, t3e, or even the minutest evidence 
of the presence of the Romans^ has ever been 
found at Hexham ? To the valuable collections 
tif Mr. W. H. Clarke, and the late Mr. Btunnen, 
where many very curious remains discovered in 
the' neighbouring stations hold a conspicuous 
place, Hexham has afforded nothing Roman ! 
Upon the whole, the most probalde conjecture 
is that of Mr. Hordey, that, if Hexham: has 
been kiecupied by tbe RoiaianftJat all, it.eoukl 
only have bben by the vexiU&tions of the co- 
liorta^ who were occasiodMiy aft Hesham wiale 
th^ Ugkon was employed on.lihe wall 
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CHAP. II. 

£TAT£ OF HEXHAM BE FOEE THE COMING OF 
WILFEID— HIS YOUTH— HIS SUCCESS DUR- 
ING THE REIGN OF OSWY — HE IS MADE 
PRIMATE OF NORTHUMBERLA^D-i-SUCiiESi- 
SION OF EGBERT AND ETHELDRBDA-^ 
FOUNDATION OF ST. ANDEEF'S CHURCH-^ 
P£$C«^IFTION OF ITS AN/CU^NT ^TATB-rr- 
PROGRESS OF. TPE TOWN OF HEXHAM- 
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The clouds of uncertsdntyai^ mere conjecture 
^bich involve the British md /Boborm periods of 
•the history of Hexham are dispdled as we ad^ 
vaaoe by. the dear light of truth. The MXiAy 
and infirm fouiidatiomotsupsmseaffidprobiibiMty 
lead at length to the Inroad way pointed out by 
the collected land-marks of well-founded and 
well-preserved tradition, and to the sure and 
certain ground of authenticated record and 
acknowledged history. 

There is perhaps no fact of early times, assur- 
edly no fact of merely local importance, more 
clearly defined or copiously illustrated than the 
foundation, rise, and progress of the church of 
Hexham. A few British monuments scattered 
over the face of the neighbouring country, and 
pertain British remains occasionally discovered 
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in the immediate vicinity, > seein to bitit that 
Hexbmii i¥as a itown of the aboriginal Britons. 
The opihiod of many lUustriQus writer^, and 
di^scoveriei^ whidi: ^ve a odour and a }Ht>bability 
to their conjectures, slight wairant us in the 
belief that Hexham had been, at least occasion^ 
ally, inhabited by their Koman conquerors. 

But the .ancient inhabitants passing away, 
]j^ but a few .fleeting and dubiotts reooids 
of -their presence. < Tbiir IcMidly niaiM;ier8 had 
been called from the coidiquest of the world to 
repel in tum> the in vaders ^f their native couH^ 
lay 5 tohedp the^cry .of teitor in their streets, 
tisie^sboUBfcsbf foreign triumph in tbeir dties ; to 
ae^ th6!blarfex)f'veDgeiaiceitoii8nme their deities 
in-^ttim^.teiiiifdfto^ lOieir fe in their houses^ 

andilot feel jat .home: the horrors, the destructiim, 
imdi Ihfiicamage^ whiiahfthey had spread abroad 
amolig^ theinatftohe. The. eagll&of Bxime, whose 
region was the world, found the flames of wat 
withbi ifcs aedy ; .and its proud, impexiial brood 
bdcame a prey .to tiie;' choughs* and rooksVbf 
bdrbaasm.v . I](ea6rted by thek*. aUieis^ theiniieT 
rent T/ddoar^asidi acquired dependence of the 
Bfitons-aatade them alternately f.thd'Tanquish- 
ers of their foes and the slaves of their friends ; 
and, after numerous vicissitudes, we find the 
Northui^brian /sceptre swaye4 by a Saxion king, 
over a Saxon people. '• The' darkness of igno*. 
^qip? aw4. ,ihe glpom .of heathen^ superstition 
sankr before' the mornmg light of the- gos- 
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^el. Edwin, die king, had been baptized by 
Faofinus the apostle of the Northumbmos, the 
disciple <^ Gmgoxy the pope. The chu]?ch of 
St. Feterti had been founded at York; and the 
people of Ikiin bare tibe name of Christians. 
£a.b:6«2;3' 
Threocaipple of the Christian king and martyr, 
Lfae^^reacfaing a£ Aidanthe bishop, 
^i!lm Bendciang to receive the gosp^ 
"Che mild prece^ of the Christian volume had 
softdned^thd rigoar of thefiaKon character. And 
the 'hope^inspifing pietuve of ^tiie Almighty 
Creatar,T ^een iby the dear -light of jrfevelation, 
had ^bistmshied for Mentha faUes oF faeathenism 
and fiiridtes .anddiviDity of Wodeil and his 
fie»4ifol brelihreh.^ : Northumbaf^pbd was Chris- 
tiaii. [a« .ibL tiSS.} • A seeond Christian temple 
hadi been «epred > iat 'lindiirfarn, and ' the thi«d 
Sifoiithufixfarian >elliiroh*.'n)r'as duit of Hexham^ 

. .Egfiidthe sixth $axoh and the fifth Chris- 
tian^ king of NoHkmttbetkukd i}. e. of the united 
{ffiOYinoet; of JQains and B&rnicia} ' ascended the 
tlurone, ju j>. (6f d, in the. 3fith year of ^feis age. 
He was a dairing, turbolent, and readesBs prince. 



,., . >'^ 



Sim* 'Biimdn..' iRws. Hagul 



• * After there bad been six kings of Bemkia, Mlk, king of 
Mra, Bifpiseeded M-||ie>,th|oii^ of botjh fffi^'mc^Modet die name 
of Northumberland, [[587.!] Matthew of Westminster. After 
four r^gns/it wa^ a second 'time divided, reunited; a third 
tiw div|df«, apd ag«f» imitcct by Qfmo the fether ^Mgfni* 
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tiHming his arms alternately i^nst the Mer- 
cians^ the PictSy and the Irish. ^ He married 
Mthetdreda^ daughter ^ Anna» king of the East 
Angles, and widow of Tanbevt^ « a^ nobfeman of 
great power in Huntingdoni^re and tbeadjotn^ 
ing counties/^ In her life she was venerated, 
and, after her death, canonized for her devotion 
and her numerous virtues, a&d pfuiieularly for 
her chastity, which she valued so highly, that 
during both marriages she preserved her vir^ 
ginity, and fin^y exehangedthe cor(»ietfor the 
veil, and the palace for the doister. ^ She dis» 
tinguished with her particular friencbhip Wil- 
frid of Bipoh, at that time archbishop of York, 
and the greatest omsxaent of the N<»rt^uKBfarian 
court. Like his royal patrof^ss, Wilfrid was dis* 
tinguished for e^^thusiastlc zeal in. the cause of 
rdigioh, or the welihre of the diurdb^ ^ and^ like 
her, was rewarded with the honour of sainthood; 
Up to this period bis life had been one scene of 

3 fiede, lib. iv. ^ UmMomai,rr^ i. . 

^ Her first marriage oonlifiiled thrM y^ars, and lier iHaki 
twdive. Bede, book W, Ric Hag. caf). L Di^ale I^ionast, 
vol. ii. . She took the veil in the abbey of Coldingham under thW 
^mous abbess, Ebba. Tbenoe -sbe- rtaoiFed to^ tlw monasteiy of 
Ely, which she had founded, and where she continued abbess till hei^ 
death. Bede. Her pious donations were equal to her exemplary 
austerities. Hiiltttnsoqi In tfae 'short' 'period oCtwio sentiirieli; 
three En^lislt kSogsiind queens resigind the splendoiiov-.ofmyilly 
fbr the retfti^efif of the cloister. Gngory'a Church- Hist 

^ Hia <d«ir<ltion to theordinaiioea of the chuieh <i€ Rome^ e$ufly. 
distinguished Wilfrid^ and induced him to take a large share in 
the celebrated contest cbncemfa)g'<he proper edebration of Easter. 
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, successful endeavour, his ambition was gratified 
with the ' golden opinions of all kind& of men/ 
and eeelesiastical power aloaost supre^ie, while 
his avarice was satiated with the more solid 
possession of immense temporal wealth. Of 
these vices his enemies accuse him, and his 
defenders do not deity the charge. His piety 
was hap^y in the appUcation (;£ hia great reve- 
nues to the advancement of religion ; his libe-* 
rality was exercised in unora^g acts of charity. 
With these virtues hts.fiiends fdom him, and 
hist(Mry acknowledges his claim to th^eir praise* ^ 
In an stge when faith was credulity, and the 
duties of religion were supposed to consist in 
exterior acts of devotion,, when love to God 
was measured by benevolence to the church, 
ambition and piety, liberality and avarice, were 
not incompatible. To be esteemed, reli^ujs,, 
it was more necessary to seem than to be so ; 
and amidst the parade <^ virtue and the pride 
of superior sanctity, we find that the truly 
Christian distinetions^-humility and universal 
charity, were scarcely known or valued. Many 
of our eariy saints were mde, imperious, anxv 
gant, mcH*ose, and selfish, proud, revengeful, and 

He iMgan the diepiite with; Colmin bishop of Lindlsfarn. A ay^ 
nOd. wasasBembledv at which Oswy and Alfred presided. Here 
Wilfrid confuted the arguments of the Soots, reproved them for 
their schism, exposed the error of their doctrine, and promulgated 
the catholic rule fo^ the obsetranoe of Easter. T. Stubbs. 

^ £ddiufti . William of Malmsbuiy* 
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ambitious. With all the sterner virtues of an 
iron age in morals and religion, Wilfrid appears 
to have possessed many of its vices. He was a 
native of Northumberland, and apparently of 
poor origin^ ^r» at the age of fourteen, he came 
to Lindisfam, and became '* the servant of the 
monks,"* more probably 4iieir pupil. After 
remaining 3ome years . in that monastery, he 
removed to Scotland, and thence to Rome, 
where he was honourably received by the most 
learned Boniface. Having improved in religious 
information, and distinguished himself at Rome, 
he set out for his native country, but was detain- 
ed in Gaul three years by the friendship of Dal- 
fin us of Lyons. ® Wilfrid was elegan t in person, 
accomplished, affable in demeanor, and agreeable 
and popular in his manners. On his way from 
Gaul, he laid the foundation of a friendship with 
Alcfrid, (AlfridjOriElfrid), the son of Oswy king 
of Northumberland, called also king^ but not 
in reality possessuig any government either in 
Deira or Bernicia, ^ Although his influence with 

^ Thorn. Stubbs« Act Pont Ebor. 

'■ ^ DalfinuB was archbishop of Lyons. By him Wilfrid was 
highly esteemed^ and at his hands he was ordained priest* The 
gratitude of Wilfrid shews him worthy of the love of his master ; 
lor when Dalfinus was condemned to death by the cruelty of 
queen Brunegyld, Willrid offered to die for him^ and when that 
was refused, expressed his wish to be beheaded with his patron. 
Stubbs, Act Pont Ebor. 

^ Mr^ Carte fixes him on the throne of Bernicia; and Mr. 
Smith, in his notes on L iiL c. 28, settles him in the government 

S 
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his &ther appears to have been considerable. 
Wilfrid became his tutor and friend, and seems 
to have shared in the councils of his father. Thus 
honoured and distinguished in the court of Nor- 
thumbrian the mitre was within his reach. The 
mild and humble Cedda, tired of the toils of this 
world and anxious to prqmre himself for a bet* 
ter^ resigned the bishopric of York^ or rather the 
episco(pacy of Northumberland, and retired to 
his monastery of Lestingaey. ' This vacancy 

t>f Deira. But be enjoyed neither the one nor the other. He is 
«alled king, as the princes of the blood used to be equally among 
the Britons and the Saxons. Thus Edwin breaking into West 
Saxony> then under Cuichelme, is said to have slain five kings. 
Sat. ChroQ. 626. Whitaker's Hist. Manchester, vol. iu p. 491. 

* Bede, 1. v. c. 19* It has been asserted that Wilfrid was at 
first only bishop of Hexham-—'' Hangustalden^s ecolesis fuenit 
episcopiis constitutus, cui quia consilia providus et actione 
atrenuus, curam Eboracensis ecclesise tunc per resignationem 
Cedds» episcopi vacantis commisit Deirorum Rex Oswiua.*^ 
Stubbs, Act. Pont. Ebor. Inter Decern Scrip, vd. ii. p. 1690. 
The same is asserted by Gervasius of Canterbury ; and Richard 
ef Hexham seems to give the foundation of the see of Hexham to 
Wilfrid. Buty speaking of its erection* he always calls Wilfrid 
bishop of York, See preface, de tempore cofuulum, '' a beats 
tnemeriie WUfftido Ehartieensi Episcopo, in honore St. Andres 
Apostoli Hagustaldensis Ecclesis fundata est." In cap. i. he says, 
*' ill! inquam jam existenti Eboracensi epitcopo, &c. &c. dedit." 
In cap. 6.—" Sanctus WilfHdus sufe, hoc est Eboracensis, nee 
non et omnium Northanhymbrorum Episcopatum susoepft cu- 
ram. Itaque eo tempore iUe solus pontifex erat in toto regno 
Regis Oswii id est in tota genie I)eirorum et Bermciorum (see 
note 1. p. iS7 ) et etiaro super Bfitones, et super Scottosde lAf^ 
disfarnensi Insula et super Pictos, quia Candida casa nondum 
episcopum proprium habuerat" Eddius asserts him to have been 
the only bishop of the Northumbrians, and Bede, 1. iv. a 23» 
says he was " Eboracensis Ecclesitt— ^rdinatus episcopus." On 
the whole, it is pretty clear that the bishopric of Hexham and 
Lindisfani are dated too far bilck, and that Theodore was the 
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occurred happily for Wilfrid, whoi by the au- 
thority of Oswy, and at the request of Alfrid, 
was appointed bishop of the Northumln-ians^ 
In Gaul he had been ordained a priest, and to 
Gaul he went to be consecrated bishop. At 
Compendium he met eleven bishops, amongst 
whom was Gilbert bishop of Paris, by whom he 
was consecrated, and thiis honourably began his; 
ministry. 

Thus speaks the general voice of history. 
Richard of Hexham, however, gives a very dif- 
fereht account, and his relation is worthy of 
attention « His words are— that ^* Colman of 
liindisfarn, bishop of the NorthuTTibrianSf over- 
come by Wilfrid (at that time a priest) in the 
contest concerning Easter, retired into Scotland, 

ft _ 

his native country ; and that Fuda was ordained 
bishop in his stead, whose death was almost 
immediate. In the same year, 684, the S2d of 
the reign of Oswy and the 80th of Wilfrid's age, 
with the generarconsent of Oswy, his son Alfrid, 
the wise men of the kingdom, and with the wish 
of the clergy ahd people, Wilfrid was elected to 
thfe church of York, and by Alftid sent to Gaul 
to be dolnsectated, since in England the primacy 
was vacant, and there was none who could ca- 
noiiically coiisecratfe him to the see of York. 
By the command of the king of France, he went 

founder of both, and their r^al date wan at the synod of 67S, till 
wfaen^ York was the only ^iscopal see in the kingdQm of Nor^ 
thumbria. 
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to Compendium^ and was there oonsecrated as 
before related. But, says Richard, here he tar- 
ried' so long, that certain persons envious of his 
victory over Coloian, persuaded the king that 
he had accepted a foreign bishopric; At which 
Oswy. enraged,. called from his convent Cedda, 
abbot of Lestihgaey^ ' and sent him to Canter- 
bury, where he found the archbishop JDetisded^ 
dead. ^ He turned to the West Saxons, and was 
ordained by WinCn their bishop; and return- 
ing governed the church of York for two years* 
In the second year of his election, Wilfrid 
returned, and when the rumour reached him 
that Cedda had usurped his seat, with a calm 
countenance and cheerful bosom, he retired to 
his monastery at Ripon ; and though solicited 
by the kings of Kent and Mercia to accept their 
Tacant bishoprics, he continued three years in 
privacy and inthe continual worship of Grod. In 
669, Theodore was appointed to the see of Can-- 
terbury, and by his deci:ee Cedda was deposed, 
and retired to his convent of Lestingaey." ^ 

In this narrative^ which contradicts eSl the 
other^ authorities, Richard acknowledges the 
right of interference in the ecclesiastical af- 



' And brother of the bishop of London. Gerrwe, Actus Pool. 
Cant, de Sanct. Deusdedit 

^ It is extraordinary that Oswy should send Cedda to Canter- 
bury to be ordained, just after his son had sent Wilfrid to Gaul^ 
because he could not be consecrated in England. 

^ Rit. de Sut. et Epis. Hug. Eec. lib. 1. cap. 6: 
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fairs of Ni^rthumberland which was claimed by 
Theodore, opposed by Wilfrid, and which is 
afterwards denied by Richard himself. On the 
other hand, it is asserted that Wilfrid returning 
irom Gaul, found Honorius dead, and the see of 
Canterbury vacant, and that therefore Wilfrid 
ordained priests and deacons in that diocese in 
the absence of Theodore, who was already on his 
journey ; and thus himself began the interi^rence 
which he afterwards so severely reprobated.^ 
If then, as is clear, Wilfrid succeeded to the see 
of York during the liie of Oswy, who died on 
the 15th of February, 670, after a life of 58 and 
a reign of 28 years, it was utterly impossible 
that he could have been previously bishop of 
Hexham, where there was no church till the reign 
of £gfrid, and in the year 673. 

About this latter date then did Wilfrid obtain 
from Etheldreda, the queen of Egfrid, a grant 
of the whole territory of Hexhamshire, coexten- 
sive with the present barony, and including the 
three parishes of Hexham, Allendale, and St 
John Lee. This territory was the marriage 
dower of Etheldjreda, and at her own disposal ; ^ 
and immediately on the acceptance of her gift, 
Wilfrid set himself to his favourite task— to 
build a church and monastery. The beauty^ 

^ Thii accoant is given by Stubbs^ who mutt be in error ; for 
Deutdediif and not Honorius, was the predecessor of Theodore. 
S«e Gerrasei Act. Pont. Cant 

^ Richard of Hexham. Eddtus, &c. 
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the splendour, the sublimity of this buildings 
have employed the pens and called forth the 
admiration of historians. It was dedicated ta 
St. Andrew the apostle. His daim to the 
dedication was of course a miracle, ^ and the 
wonderful execution of the church was deemed 
but little less. Secret cells; and subterranean 
cH^tories, were laid with wondrous industry 
beneath ; walls, in three distinct stoties, of im- 
mense height and length, and supported by 
well-polished columns, were erected abovef. The 
capitals of the columns, tlie arch- of the sancttir- 
ary, or the chancel, and the walls themselves, were 
decorated with historical, fancifUl, and unknown 
figures, projecting from the stone, and with 
pictures of various colours, anii of most ingeni- 
ous device. The body of the church was every 
where surrounded with aisles and porches^ which 
by incommunicable art were distinguished with 
walls and spi^s above and belbw. Vatious and 
most curious galleries leading backwards and 
forwards artfully Communicated with every piurt 
of the building. In these spires and galkties 
innumerable multitudes might staiid around 

. .® WiUHd on hU fi^t visit to Rome was accustomed eamMtj 
to pray for the, remission of his sins in the church of St Andrew 
tfaTere. ite besought the siunt thait he miglit have' some proof thttt 
his petitions were heard» and proposed as a test of their acceptance 
that fpr his presept slowness of nund and rustidtir of language, he 
might be endued with the opposite qualities. The saint delated 
not, but immediately gifted Wilfnd with a lively wit and happi- 
ness of speech to the delight of his friends and the honour of St. 
Andrew. Rich^d of 'Hexhatn, lib. L cap. 9. 
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the body of the church, and yet remain unseen 
by those within. Oratories, as secret as they 
were beautiful^ were with diligence and cau- 
tion erected in these towers and porches ; and 
in ihem were &h: and welI«ap(>ointed altars 
dedicated to the Virgin Mother, to St. Michael 
the Archangel, and to St John the Baptist, to 
the holy apostles, martyrs, confessors, and vir- 
gins. Some of these turrets and battlements 
remain to this day. ^ But to declare how many 
and of whom were the holy relics of saints, 
how many and who were the religious persons, 
and how great the number of the servants of 
God who were assemUed here, how magnificent 
and valuable were the precious treasures of 
bopks, vestments, utensils, and ornaments for 
the use of the church collected in this temple — 
to declare all these things were to exhaust the 
power of words, and the poverty of our language 
would be insufficient to effect it The church 
was surrounded with a strong and high wall, and 
aqueducts of hollow stone passed through the 
midst of the town for the use of the offices. 
Of nine monasteries over which Wilfrid of 
Ripon presided, amongst aU the fair and skilful 
buildings of England* this W£is the first in excel- 
lence and beauty ; and, finally, nothing equal to 
it CQuld be found on this side pf the Alps. ^ 

'^ In the time of Richard of Hexham, who died in the 2d year 
ofWch. La:d. ligc- ' 

* Itichard of Hexham, b. i. cap. 3. Eddius, Vit WUf. 
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This curious account of the first churdi of 
Hextiam conveys much information. This we 
find was the first church in England built in 
the now usual form, with a chancel and aisks, 
the arcus sanctuarii and cq>penticii of Richard.' 
Hexham was the fifth churdi of stone in these 
kingdoms ; ^ and as it is allowed that the first 
glass windows seen in the north were used by 
Wilfirid in his church of York, * we have every 
reason to believe that Hexham was distinguish- 
ed by that most useful ornament. When these 
novdties are considered^ and that many of the 
workmen employed in the erection of this church 
were foreign artists of eminence, induced by the 
liberality of Wilfrid to leave their native coun- 
try, when his own magnificent taste and am^le 
revenues are remembered, the pompous but 
curious accounts of Eddius and Richard will 
appear deserving of belief, and the seeming ex- 
aggeration and attempt at imposition, in their 
repeated exclamations of surprise and admira- 

^ See Yaluable remarks od this passage- in Whitaker's Hist, of 
Manchester, voL il. p. 421. 

^ The first was Candida Casa« so called from the whiteness of 
the stone, and rulgarly Whit-hern for a similar reason. The 
second church of stone was begun at York by Edwin, and finished 
by Wilfrid. The third was the church of Lincoln. The fourth 
was that of Ripon, built by Wilfnd. And the fifth was Wilfrid's 
church of Hexham. Eddius. See also Macpherson's Annals of 
G>itimerce, L 258. 

' More probably than by Bene^ct Biscop at the abbey of 
Wcarmoulhy to whom the introductioo is usually attributed. 
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tion, will be softened down to sober history and 
true description. 

Wilfrid procured for his church of Hexham 
the privilege of sanctuary.^ This right, says 
Richard (cs^. v.) was confirmed by the authority 
of the papal see, of archbishops and bishops^ of 
kings and princes, Scotch as well as English ; 
which privilege^ : he adds, exists at present, and 
will be, with the grace of God, perpetually pre- 
served. The sanctuary extended for one mile 
around the church, or, to. the four crosses at un^ 
equal distances from the town, the greatest space 
b^ng properly allowed towards the north, on 
account of the difficulty of crossing the river. * 

?« A capital offender Hying, to sanctuary obtained his life« but 
WHS obliged to make the stated satisfaction to the law ; and aa 
inferior criminal had all his stripes remitted to him. Ina> L. L. 5. 
Wjiitaker, if. 47^ Sanctuary was instituted by Mose8> Exod. 
xxu 18. . A&yla were, early appointed among the Chreeks. 
Romulus made Rome a sanctuary ; Cohstantine transferred die 
privilege fVom the heathen temple to the Christian church. Hos- 
pin, p. 79* It was limited by Menry VIII. again farther by 
Edward VI. and abolished by James L Archsologiai voL viii. 
GregOiy's Chirtrh' History, &c. 

. ** A mfdio impetu ipsiiis ( T inae) fluminis incipit pax prsfats; 
£cclesie, sed quia propter frequentes et nimias inundationes, jini 
medio, fluminis infigi^ (cruces) npn poterant, que ibi ponl debue- 
rant in ripa ipsius cruces posits sunt. Ric. Hag. lib. ii. cap. 1 4» 
*' This ehurch possessed that ignominious privilege called sanctuary, 
on which the disqualifying statute fixes an everlasting stigma by 
enacting that gross offenders against the laws taking sanctuary 
at the altar, or any consecrated place, shall be out of the protec* 
tion of churches, implying that such pollutions had rendered 
obnoxious even the most sacred places." Hutchinson, i. QS. Iii 
129s there was a suit concerning this privilege. The archbishop 
pleaded' iiilmem»riftl nstfge, and the king and cotinci! established 
his right. BefauU Eng. and Wales, xii. 1 65. 

T 
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In part ii. cap., 14, Richard speaks more dis* 
tinctly on this- subject. If, says he, any one 
be rasb enough and wicked enough to 'break 
the perpetual peace granted to the church of 
Hexhara, and to seize any one flying thither 
to sanctuary from the east or from the west, 
from the north or from the south, within the 
four crosses on the outside of the town of Hex- 
ham, the oflfendes shall purchase his pardon audi 
redemption in^^e sum of 2 hundredh (£l6.) 
If within the towny 4 hundredh ; if within the 
oourt or outward wall of thecbureh, 6 hundredh ; 
if within the chiirc&he shall be amerced 12 bun- 
diredh ; if within the doors^ of the choir, 18 hun- 
dredh ; and shall be enjoined penance as for 
sacrilege. But if any one, hurried by the spirit 
of the devil, shall^presume to seize him who shaB 
seat himself in the stone chair beside the altar,, 
called in Engflsh the Frid-stool, that is, the 
chair qfpeace^^ or even at the window of the 

^ The JV-mUj/oo/ is- ar stone seat of high aiitiqiuty» rexj pro* 
babljr the seat in which- the bishops of the see were consecrated, 
perhaps even that iiK which the kings of Northumbria were 
crowned. At Beverlej- is a similar stool applied to ilie same pur*^ 
pose, and distinguished by the same name. It bears the fofiowing 
inscription:— 

Hiec Sedes Lapidea Freed'ttoel 
Dlcitur, i. pacie Cathedra, 
Ad quam Reus fiigiendo 
Penreniens omnimodam' 
Habet securitatem. 

This stone seat is called ike Freed'-slool^ that k, the chair of 
peace, to which if any onejfyimgfor sqfi^y Cometh^ he shall he 
altogether secure. Camden, p. ^78. £d. 1590* The eoionatiaa 
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holy relics which is behind the altar ; for such 
flagitious sacrilege n6 pecuniary atonement shall 
suffice, but he shall be called in English Boto- 
x^os, u e. beyond the reach of pardon/ 

Thtts far the origin and rise of St Andrew's 
Church are clearly shewn, while some light is 
thrown upon the history of the town of Hex- 
iiam. That there was then a town here is certain 
from the repeated mention of it by Richard^ 
who more than otice expressly declares that 
Etheldreda gave the town and the adjoining 
territory to Wilfrid, ^ and, further, by the fact 
that WilfVid found tw6 other churches necessary 
besides the Abbey church of St. Andrew's, the 
chapel of his monastery. ® Of St. Mary *s though 
few vestiges remain, these speak the munifi- 
cent spirit of its founder. The third church, 
dedicated .to St. Peter, exists only in the his- 
tory of Richard. Time has left no trace of 
its walls, tradition has preserved no recollection 
of its site, and the eye of the antiquary seelcs 

«bnr, and the act of chairing the newly-deeked member in our 
•boroughs, are remains of very ancient customs, and seem to throw 
light upon the preserration of these chairs in sacred places. 

^ Botolos, sine Emendatione, pro Botleas ut in LL. Canuti 
Pditicis cap. 6l . From the Saxon bot, oompensation ; whence 
our to boolf i. e. in compensation, with the priTative less, as in 
many other words. 

7 Predictam tiUam cum circunyacente regione, (cap. i.) Per 
mediam mUam, (cap. 3.) In eadem viUa, (cap. 4.) *' Hextoldes- 
ham cum circtimjacente regione quam a Rege Egfrido in dotem 
accepisse creditur/' (cap. 7, &c.) 

B Part i. p. 1^, 5Sd, SS. 
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in vain to findthe {rface it occupied.? From 

r 

these facts, however, Hexham must have been 
a considerable town before the time of Wilfrid, 
and there can be no doubt that it improved and 
flourished under his episcopacy, and undet the 
rule of his successors. . 

We have now seen Wilfrid ip the zenith of 
his glory, the primate, of, Nort^humbria, the 
&vourite of a sainted queen, the patron and 
governor of nine monasteries. He is serv^ 
out of gold, ^ the sons of thet nobles of the land 
are his pupils and inmates, his familiar friends 
are princes. He has raised the church of St. 
Andrew to be the wonder of ages, and he sees 
the town of Hexham under bis auspices rising 
in importance and flourishing around hinu — 
Pause, reader, and mark the sequel of his story . 



^ It probabijf stood on the Hail SUle Btiokg knniediately abov« 
the present roiid or Bull Bank. 

. I JEddius. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF WILfIrID— 
DIVISION' pP THE NoifHl/MBRIAN PRO- 
VINCE— 'AmCOB AT ES' Gfr EATA, TCS^BERT, 
ANDfJtiHN-*iDEAa:'riidrWII^FKI!>. • 



til I 
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At thii; p€^od the; Jking^om of NcMrthumbria 
w^s the, mo?t pQwafful of the H^ptarcfay. Its 
pplic? w^ better regulated, its rdUgious e$ta- 
bUshiqents more numerous and ilourisfaing, its 
iuhalpltants wef^e more wealthy^ learned, and 
polished, than any other of the Anglo-Saxon 
nations. These advantages are to be ascribed, 
in a great measure, to the progress of Christi- 
anity amongst them« 

Their nation was about to beconae the scene 
of a contest, which the long course of ages and 
all the arguments of learned men have not yet 
dedded. On the death of Deusdedit, archbishop 
of Canterbury, the learned Adrian was appointed 
by Vitalianus the pope to succeed him ; V for, 
even at this early period^ the<i^e of Rome had' 
extended its auAority'bv^'t^lh^ infant cl^urch 
the Saxons ; and claimed a right to bestow the 
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150 H18T0RV OF It£XHAM« P. II. 

pall of the two Saxon archbishops. ^ This 
appointment the modesty of Adrian induced 
him to refuse, and his friendship for the monk 
Theodore impelled him to propose that person 
to supply his place. Theodore was then in his 
monastery at Rome. He accepted the see of 
Canterbury, and came to England attended by 
his learned and powerful friends Adrian and 
Benedict Biscop. ' 

* In the year 669^ and at the age of 76, Theo- 
<lore commenced his archiepiscopate. He was 
a native of Tarsus in Cilicia, the dty of Paul, 
where it appears he had been educated, and 
where he assumed the monastic habit. He is 
represented as learned, firm, yet liberal, and de- 
voted to the good of the church. * On his ar- 

^ /* As patriarch, the pall of the two Saxon archbishops waa 
required to be received of him (the pope) for ever." Whitaker, ii. 
478. Yec wie hsive just seen that one of the archbishops, Wilfrid, 
was consecrated in Gaul, and without any application to the see 
of Rome. Note the authorities quoted in the last chapter. 

^ These three were probably the most learned and pious 
men of the kingdom for whose good they came. Undeir their 
anfpices ehiirches multiplied, schools rose up* oi| every side, 
their pupils used the Greek and Latin tongues as easily as their 
native lai^guagesy the elegant and useful arte flourished,' and 
monuments of their virtue and their learning are to this day ex- 
tant. Adrian ^succeeded to the monastery of St Augustine in 
669* and was buried there at the altar of St Gregory, 708. 
Chron- Avg. Caot^ Benedict Biscop was tlie: founder and ruler 
of Jarrow and of Wearmouth, and his serrices. better deserve 
memoiial than the deeds of heroes. Bede. 



4 dis aithiepisoopate was distinguished as a happy and a learned 
period. He was the first who assumed the authority of primate 
over the northern churches.: He was the apostolic legate in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. W. Thorn's Chron. Genrase^&c. 
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rival in England^ be foitod the harvest [4eiity, 
but the labourers few. He set himself to the 
reformation of abuses and the multiplication of 
churches. In hi» attempt to divide the episeo*^ 
pacy of Northumberland, he was aeeused of 
ambition, and opposed by Wilfrid, with whom 
* the pride of beooming a metropolitan by the 
creation of a subordinate bishopric,, contended 
with the fear of losing half his episcopal 
revenue.^ A few months sooner the power 
of Wilfrid might bave withstood the autho- 
rity of Theodore; but circumstance^^ had di^ 
minished his inflnenee, and checked liis power. 
His royal patfoness^ was no longer a queen ;. 
she had quitted her throne and her husband 
for religious retirement And some writers 
assai; that Wilfrid^s advice had hastened her 
determination, and thereby made the king 
his enemy. But this is not extremely proba- 
ble. Wilfrid had much to hope, and nothing 
to fear, from Etheldreda as the queen of Egfrid ; 
but as the nun of Coldingham or the abbess of 
Ely, she had nothing to bestow, and Wilfrid 
nothing to expect. Etheldreda was succeeded 
by Ermenburga, " into whose heart,** says Rich- 
ard, ^'satan breathed the spirit of envy and 
hatred against Wilfrid, and her tongue inflamed! 
the king to enmity against him,'^ 

Thus the power of Wilfrid was reduced to a 
shadow, and the king his patron became rather 
anxious to find an opportunity to punish than 
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a pretext for protecting him! in 678, a synod 
was assembled, at winch the king; the barons^ 
and the ecclesiastics of Nortbumbria w^e pre-^ 
sent^ The venerable Theodore presided, 'and 
his learned friends Aidrian and Benedict sup- 
ported him. Here it Veis proposed to divide 
this diocese of. Northumbria into two, and to 
appoint a bishop for each province. York to 
be the capital of Deira, and Hexham of Ber*- 
nicia.^ Wilfrid protested against the division, 
rejeit^ the power of the ^archbishop, aicdised 
both Egfrid and Theodore of felony, and formally 
dedared hia resolution* to appeal tK>!tbe isee of 
Rome against them. ^ This solemni detemiina* 



f> 



^ EddiuSi hi Onle, cap. 3S, 58. bede, k iv. is. i2a;> <^ ^ . 

7 EddJuB, cap. 29> 33. Bede, 1. iv. c. ] 2; Milmsbttfj, f. 129; • 

•^ The novelty of tlie appeal threw the court into violent Iaug1i« 
ter.. Whitaker, ii. 479^ Mahnsbury, f^ 149. Mr. Liiigard sajfi 
that " Theodore without the concurrence^ tvithqul even the knarv^ 
ledge of Wilfrid, took upon him to divide the extensive diocese* 
of 'York into three portions, and immediately conferred them a» 
three bishops whom he consecrated for the occasion." This is in 
evident opposition to the whole stream of authority. Rti^anf, 
who if not quite correct, 8ay»— Ab Egfrido rege de episcopatu suo 
pulsus est & viij annis exulavit. Interim vero in loco ejus a 
Theodore duo eyiscopi ordinantur Bosa ad Ehoracum ^Eaid 
ad Haguitaldensem, And Lindisfarnp the only remaining diurch 
of importance in the Northumbrian kingdom, is likewise upon 
the same authority governed by Bosa. ' ' Again— -Pulsus est ioeni 
a^M^B a sede. ^ui qnscopatiis^ et ^v^.in loctun, .^usf sipbs^Hl^ 
episcopi qui Nordanhymbrorum genti prssessent, Bosa videlicet 
qui Deirorum, et Eata qui Bemicloruni, ' ptWhiciam gtibemaret,' 
hie io civitate Ebqracii ille In Haguataldensl. eecl^fia diA^fl-iBm 
babens episcopalenv Bede, 1. iv. c. 12* • Whitaker, ii. 490. Pub- 
licly and in the'syhocl, thei'efore,' "was ^tif^ division pfrop^ke^;ahd 
puWIply andfownajly ;wq's}iir^|'^W>ed. <,,. ;. 1. o, .noi/,,.. 
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tion was heard by the king and the primate 
without its anticipated effect. The division 
was proceeded in, and Fata was appointed to 
Hexham. 

Wilfrid set out for Rome, that he might in 
pel-son lay his complaint before the pontiff, and 
solicit his assistance. By this absence he va- 
cated the see of York, and Bosa was appointed 
to supply his place. This appears to be the 
real state of the case, and those historians who- 
have used the word expulsion in relation to 
Wilfrid*s first exile are mistaken. Wilfrid 
rejected the authority of the king and the arch- 
bishop, and claimed the protection of the pon- 
tiff. Equal spirit was shewn on the opposite 
side, and the determination of the synod was 
acted on to the letter. The next eight or, as 
some say^ ten years of Wilfrid's life were spent - 
in exile. On his way to Rome, he was detained 
by the inclemency of the season- in Friesland, 
where he spent the winter in teaching the doc-* 
trities of Christ to thie idolatrous natives. ^ At 
the approach of spring, he recommenced his^ 
journey, and arrived at Rome. Here he found 
that the envov of Theodore, CoenwaM or Keii- 
wald the monk, had been before him, and the 
Roman court was- already iu possession of his* 
complaint and its answer. 

* A. D. 6S0, Wilfrid driven to Fresia on his second voyage to- 
Rome began the work of the Gospel* and converted many thoir^ 
sands of the barbarians. Abbrev. Cronicorum. Rad. de Diceto.. 

U 
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The pope formally summooed his little synods 
and gravely decreed restitution to Wilfrid, and 
expulsion ta the new hishops of Hexham and 
York. Any prelate^ priest, deacon, pr suh- 
deacon, that resisted the exeoution of the decree, 
was to be deposed and anathematized i and any 
clerk, monk, or layman, even thougl^ a king, to be 
excluded from the sacramenji;. Wilfrid birougfafc 
the papal mandate into England, and pi'esente^ 
it in a full convention of the church. The king^ 
with the concurrence of the prelates and barons^ 
directly seized the person of WSfrid, stepped 
him of all his valuables, an4 thn^st hiim half 
nicked into a gloonxy du^ngeon, imprisoned his* 
atliencUnts, dispersed his servants, and strietiiy 
pi^hibited the pre^nce of bis friends. Nine 
months afterwar^Sy he. was release4' from prison^^ 
but was ordered to leave Northumbria inuBe- 
diately. This was the commencenient of his^ 
real expulsipn, ^nd his^ severe , exile. Egfrid 
ferociously pursued him from kingdom to king* 
dom, forcing him to wander £| wretched fugitive, 
and at last to shelter among the heathens of 
Sussex, after being expelled successively fromc 
I^ercia and Wessex. » ^ 

During his retreat, his indefatigable exertiona 
and exemplary piety converted the whole nation 
of the South-Saxons to Christianity. He not 

^ At the earnest prajer of the abbess ^bba, the kjing's aunti 
Lingard. 

^ Eddiuft, c. d<l» 3$, 54, S5, 8B, S9, 4a 
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only taught them the duties of religion, but 
improved their habits of life. A famine raged 
in the land, so great that scores of people were 
wont to assemble and precipitate themselves 
into the sea. Wilfrid perceiving that their 
coasts abounded with fish, taught thetn to join 
their eel-nets together, and to make one larger 
and stronger, whereby they caught SfOO fish in 
the sea at the first haul. Tbe implied miracle 
lessens the credit of this anecdote. ^ 

In Sussex he became the fi-iend of Cedwalla^ 
a royal exile, of the race of Cerdic ; who, on his 
accession to the throne, bestowed on Wilfiid a 
fourth part of the Isle of Wight, and raised 
him to a distinguished place in his councils. 
Thus passed the period of his exile. The affairs 
of Hexham do not seem to hate suftered by the 
absence of its founder. The sainted Eata fiU^ 
the new-created see. He, the fir^ bishop of 
Hexham, is acknowledge to hav£f been a^man 
whose piety, learning, and urbanity of manners, 
might have done iion'our to a more cultivated 
age. He Was abbot of Melross, revered by the 
servants of Grod, and respected by the powerful 
of the laity. His monastery was distinguished 
for the learning and piety of its members ; and 
under Eata the celebrated St. Boisill or Boswell 
flourished, and shone conspicuous for the spirit 
of prophecy and the gifls of grace. In 674, 

^ See Bede, L iv. c. IS. Macpherson's Ann. Conam. i. 24S. 
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Eata, on the death of Tuda, became prior of 
Lindisfarn; and Boisill appears to have snc- 
needed him in the government of Melross. 

In the priorate of the venerable Eata, 
the famous Cuthbert began his ministry; 
and having spent some years at Mebross and 
Kipon, followed his early instructor to Lin* 
dis&m, over which Eata presided even after 
his appointment to the see of Hexham. In 
the fourth year of Wilfrid's exile, '^heodore, 
pursuing his plan, divided the diocese of 
Hexham, erecting Lindisfarn into a separate 
bishopric, * to which Eata was removed, while 
Tunbert or Tumbert was appointed to succeed 
him in Hexham. Four years afterwards, at 
Theodore's third council, the grand congress 
holden at Twiford upon AIne, Tunbert was 
formally deposed for contumacy in denying 
the right of interference on the part of Theo- 
dore, ^ and St. Cuthbert was appointed to sue- 
<5eed him. Cuthbert, it is said, with great 
humility declined the proposed elevation ; and 
at length, when his consent to be a bishop was 
obtained, he preferred the government of Lin- 
disfarn to that oi' Hexham. The venerable 

^ Richard in his Introduction expressly states that Hexham 
was tfae-last see formed. But he appears to have mbunderstood 
'his authorities, or to have spoken only in reference to the date 
of the churches^ in which sense Hexham was the last church 
as certainly as it was the second bishopric. 

^ Sim. Dun. cap. 9. Gervase^ Act. Pont. Cant Ric. Hag. &e* 
.«Johii ^rompton's Chron. Leland's Collectanea. 



C, Mi. ANCIENT STATS. 157 

£atn yielded, and in due form the sees were 
exchanged in the presence and with the con- 
;sent of the king aiid the archbishop. £ata 
died bishop of Hexham, a. d. 685. 

He was succeeded by John of Beverley, a 
man both godly and learned/ who was born 
of a noble English &mily, and appears to have 
been a native of Harpham in Yorkshire. ^ He 
was educated under Theodore of Canterbury, ^ 
:and called John, that is, grace of God, on ac- 
count of his excellence in composition and the 
vivadty of his genius. * Heavenly philosophy 
from his tnouth came with new eharms to his 
hearers*" Among his auditors was numbered 
the venerable Bedel The abbess Elfrida of 
StreanshaU was his friend and patroness ; and at 
her monastery and elsewhere, he acted the part 
of a faithful apostle, preaching and instructing 
the people; But, preferring the life of a hermit, 
he retired to Ereneshow or EaglesdifF, ^ and 
£rom this retirement he was elevated to the see 



6 Holland's Camden,,. 7 tl« l6S7. 

^ Ox of Beverley. Browne Willis's Survey, vol. i. p. Si, 

8 Stabbs. This is doubduL 

9 Now St. John Lee. Mr. Hutchinson notices Mr. Pennant's 

'O'emark, that ** John's retirement gave name to the place," and 

conceives the fact to he supported by the name of Hermitage 

alone. But Mr. Pennant's remark is founded on the authority 

of Stubbs and Bichard of Hexham, and the fact is clear. Mr. 

Wallis supposes Erneshow to be Nether-warden ; but this cannot 

c4)e called Mons Aquila. It is probable^ nevertheless, that John 

Jhad a place of occasional retirement at Warden. 
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•of Hexham, In the first year of John's episco- 
pate, ^ {686-7], Egfrid was slain at a place called 
Nechtamesmere^ while leading on an army to 
destroy the Kcts; against the advice of St. 
Outhbert, who prophesied his death. * His na- 
tural brother Alfrid immediately assumed the 
Northumbrian sceptre. On the accession of his 
friend and patron, Wilfrid returned, arid the 
bishopric of Hexham was ceded to him by 
John, who returned to his hermitage. 



^ He ordained Bede to be deacon and priest. (Bede. Fuller.) 
Herebdid, anotbur pupil« he renlored from the gates of deatli by 
prayer. Wilfrid the 2nd was his pupil ; him he ordained while 
Jibing to succeed him in his archbishopric of York. After electing 
his successor with consent of. clerks and people, (no notice of the 
pope's consent)^ he retired to Beverley, where he died, a. d. 731. 
He was archbishop 33 years. Many years afterwards, his body 
WM raised, deposited in a coffin of £iir ^ood and ptiedous stones^ 
and reburied by archbishop Alfric, about a. d. 1 140. Many of 
the miracles of John have been preserved, but few are worth re- 
btiag. Fuller tetts of his having restored to eloquent discourse 
and brave curled locks a dumb youth with a scalded head, by 
making the sign of the cross upon his forehead. His pupil and 
^CBn» Sigga, saw the spirit descend upon him whBe in prAyer^ ^o. 
On his retirement to Beverley, King Athelstane granted him all pri- 
vileges, including that of sanctuary in this remarkable charter — 

<' All's free, I make thee, as heart may think or eye may see.' 
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^ Egfrid was the promoter of learning. It was he who founded 
the celebrated Library at York, to which Alcuine advised the 
French to send their youth for instruction* Alcuine, next to 
Bede, shone the brightest luminary of the benighted western 
world ; and to this learned native of the Northumbrian kingdom, 
the French in a great measure owe the origin of learning and 
science in theur country. He was the friend and preceptor of the 
emperor Charles. In proof of the wealth of Northumberland 
during the reign of Egfrid, may be adduced the number of mer- 
cantile Jews who had already become its denizens. See Malms- 
bury, fol. 153 a. Macpherson's Annals of Commerce, i. Sf49« 
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It is not ?a9y ta <ti$cove]: whether the return 
of Wilfrid. waB owii;)^ W tfie juvit^tioa of the 
king^ the penitence oi' Theodora, w bi^ €Kwn 
GoncesAion apd solic^tcitMm- Eaehiof these 
causes has found its supppcters. Qis aoeepft- 
ance of a portipn instead ' Qf th^ wbole of his 
first diocese implies coii^es^ioii, and; sb^ws that 
the new kii^g ^nd the ai^^bhishc^ were equaU 
ly independent of tjbe viandnAe of Agatbo. 
One historian, hawevciTf asserts tbat Theodore 
did acl^nowledge his erroir ; and in a letter to 
the king; reoiinded him c( ^e tespMt dne to 
the papal mandate^ But this, assi^tioii. rests^ 
only on. the authority df Eddiw^ *' that convict, 
ed fidsifier ;" while the statements of Sftiibbs^ 
Bdehard, Gervas^ Bede> &c. &q. are expressi to 
the poaoit, that John^ <m the 4fiath of JSosm^ stLc- 
e^eded to the see of York. And the links of 
succession being pre^rved in^ a separate and 
ei(:pre3S history, thidre is no space left throngfe 
which the advocates o^ Wil&id can thrMt him 
a s^condi time into, tbie atcduepisoopata 

Tb? next five y^e^rs. of WiIfiM'8> Mfe werc^ 
passed at Hexham, in peace and compaxative bap- 
piness; but at the end of thia period a second 
cause of Qomplaint avose against him. Hia 
fa¥auiite ^|pn^8t^ry of JRipm bad been given 
to St. Cuthbert by tb^ king» on WiUrid's first 
absencjEtj ajad. »^ M;^ ^peans restored to him on hia 
return^ It; was now demanded of him a second 
time^. < U^t it laftigbt be^ converted, into, an epicK 



160 HISTORY OF HEXHAM. P. If. 

oopal :see, and bei^towed upon another bishop/ 
This was of course refuised^ and dn what other 
proyocati(m is not evident, the king reduced 
him to his former condition, deprived him of 
his monastery, expelled him fromt his bishopric, 
and banished him' out of thel kmgdom. The 
most ingenious of Wilfrid's accusers has fontid 
nothing in his conduct to justly this tyranny, 
and surely it cannot be palliated by the shallow 
plea of his having threatened '-the king with 
the sentence of the pop^.- 'Wilfrid- retired infto 
Merda, and for ten > long years eontinuM 'a 
wanderer, and an exile*. During this period he 
made a third journey to Rome, appealed a se- 
cond time to the pope, and returned with a 
confirmation of the former mandate. 

In 702, a national council was assembled to 
consider the claims of Wilfrid. Theodore was 
no more, and Brictwald, his suocfessor in the see 
of Canterbury, invited Wilfrid to attehd the 
assembly. He was called upon to subscribe his 
assent to the decrees of the synod. On his re- 
fusal, his contumacy was condemned ;''arid as a 
laat &nd unmerited favmir, he was offered the 
monastery of Ripon^ a retnisi^ion of hi& deserved 
punishment, and oblivion of his offences; This 
demand Wilfrid ^ positively refused to obey, 
and' the synod Immediately laid him and his 
followers under the ban of excommunication. 

Wilfrid proceeded to Rome, and in person 
pleaded his cause against the synod. As his de- 
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fence was obedience to^ the pftpal mantkate, the 
ibfirth "pope to whom; the question was refenred 
confirmed the decroesiofbis plDedeQesaor& • Briet* 
wald' was commanded to assemUe. a synod, 
summon Bosa and Jobik (an^ha had been restored 
to Hexham), and to settle eyefy . 'thing to tiie 
sstkfaction of Wilfrid.. : But if Uiat measure 
fiiiied'in restoring peaee^.tl^ parties were to be 
^nimoned to Rome; and anj^ toie refuaing or 
dekying toxM^mplf was to be l^eatened with 
the terrors of tiie pope's anathema. 

With this mandate Witfirid returned to £ng^ 
land. The ardifaishc^ was inclined to^auiHsiit, 
but the king oontmued inexorable ; and Wilfrid 
was agaki redxioed to the coBdition of an exila 
AlfHd died in the year. 706, and was succeeded 
b()' JBdwuffy the former friend of Wilfinkl, itho, 
o» fai$ anccesuon^ venHurad to Tetum to Nwth^ 
umbria. But WlUndr was doomed^ to endure the 
toss^ of jfrlendsy and the new king ^^eremftamlf 
emmnaiided him to quit the kingdom*^^ 

In^'tbe sameyiear, Oiredy the wh of Alind,, 
saeeodedr the throne. He was then seaMelj 
nfaie years* of age ; and the regent of his mi« 
norily was the Ealderman Berectfrid,- whose 
tHendsfaip for the primate Brictwsld induced 
bhn to listen to his suggestions for accommoda* 

^ EddhiAy c. 53. Makusbury, f. 152. Edwulf is not men-^ 
tMmed.iD ^he meceaawp of the Northumbrian monarchs. See 
HutohiBMMi^ who makes Osred succeed directly to his fathet 
AUrid. 
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tion with > Wilfrid. A synod was assembled at 
Nid ; the papal. mandate was read; the regent 
consented;- andl tlie'^arcbbbhop was willing ta 
obey, what" aeetnedr to "be the wish of the thanes 
BXid people. But the bishops* Bosa and John 
withstood all the solicitations^ oomimands, and 
entreaties of r the council.. Elfleda the abbess^ 
daughter^ of Al^id,' used the authority of the 
late king^s: dyihg (wisfa ^to induce them to yield. 
A compromise was^ the natural colisiequeiice. 
Wilfrid was permitted ta recetve his favourite 
monasteries of Ripon and Hexham without 
subscribing to tiie decrees of the synod» as at first 
demanded ;. ^nd he consented without further 
pressing the authority of the papal mandate. 

Thus ended this long and tedious conflict; 
in the course of which the authority of Rome 
was continually opposed by Theodore, the pope's 
legate, whom he had consecrated to the see. of 
Canterbury, and who during theco&tes£ appealed 
for the correctness of his conduct to that very 
authority he pretended to condemn; and to 
which in policy as well as consistency no lipp^ 
ought to have been made or attempted." ^ The 
same course was pursued during the rule of 
his successor, when the Northumbrian church 
trampled on the decrees of the pontiff, and yet 

^ Whitaker. His sister. Lingard. 

^ By^ these acts of timorous follj the cause was avowedly re*^ 
ferred to the Roman see ; and the power which was- afterward^ 
opposed, completely acknowledged Whitaker. 
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aelcnoi'^fedged' bii» authbtity by appearing and 
so^^^^ting its catt^ before him. With equal 
if^b^si^tency , tb^ autiioriiy of Home was up- 
held by Wilfrid, who tWice tiirned tndtor to the 
Supremacy he^ acknowledged, by accepting, in 
opposition ^tdtife decree, a part oi his original 
rights, the:pat»titlon of whibhrwas;by that very 
decree most pbsitrv^ condemned. 

EVant peaceful yearis Wiliiid etqayeA his bi- 
shopric 'of Hexham, 4nd 'Was then summoned to 
appear before the last great council, and to re- 
ceive the findl decree* He died at his monastery 
of Oundle, near Stamford, a. d. 709, in the 5th 
year of the reign 6if the boy Osred,^in the 46th 
year of his episcopacy, -and' the 76th of his age. 
The monks of his monastery of Ripon, who 
revered him as their lather, brought him to that, 
bis favourite church, and honourably burfedhim. 
But in the year 948, Odo, archbishopof 'Canter- 
bur5% removed the relics of Wilfirid from iUpon, 
when they were burkd beneath a* nobler monu- 
Aieni in the cathedral of Canterbury. No mi^ 
rades areTelated of Wilfiid. The first thirteen 
years <)f his episcopacy he lived in peace, the 
ten i^ucceeding years in exile'; the next five were 
^ent in peace,' when a second exile of thirteen 
years ensued, and introduced the last four peace-' 
able years of a life of extraordinary vicissitudes 
and of singular usefulness. 

His character, in whatever light it is contem- 
plated, appears composed of elevated and uncom- 
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men dements. Hjb8ttbijlkm:wa4Q^v€kaali8rfied^ 
hit gpirit never overoooxie. ' hk the highest pitch 
of hb exaltation, he wt» hu«oble, charitable; 
benevK>lent, afad delighting fin wdl4oing; in 
the deptl| of his depreaskm, jg^e was haughty and 
anttaotable. 'Hei«rasajEaanmori8ini>edf^gainrt 
than ffiiniiig;' andlusestraordiiiacylile i^ fuH 
of interest, and fbni^bt with inValvaUe lessons. 
The great monumfibfs of hisilevotion, Msm^g- 
nifioence, his wealth, and his taste fo| thad ci4« 
tivation of ^reKgion, lewning, and "th^ tr^s, are 
the cathedral of York, whidi he rei^ais^d atid 
beautified ; the chuvch and monastery of JE^ipoa; 
and the ahbey and church of St. Aikdrewsk a^ 
Hexham. Many other churches and niitneFQus 
public works distinguished his life ; and if o(ir 
4supposition of his originally loiv or^gito he weU 
founded, and the elevation and o<mse<|nf^oi» to 
M^ieh he attained be ednsidered, he muat ap« 
pear one of the most dxtraofetttnary isharne^ 
tens that ever oorai^d :the page ci \ds^ry. 
The mere facta 0S fats life liave been jrefeted 
in this ehaptar without comment and with<Hit 
bias, truth aloG^ "being the object slimed at 
We may be alloiwed, however, thct che^ng re^. 
mack, that while opimon; is dplvidedon thqev^ 
parts ^f Wiifirid'a ciHnraeker^ his good .qi^l^ties 
and his good deeds U^e acknowledged aiiid ad- 
mired at the distance of devei>iiundr!£d jeai£« 
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CHAP. IV. 

sLiFEi OF aoca— *r&tt "tmtii of the SIJVEN bi- 

AfiKD i^sKja;&rA2aoii of *rH]i jBXJMoruc. 



It. is an important pomt in the progress of this 
history .to remind th? reader of the distinction 
between the ?piscopate cxf Hexham, and the 
:abbacy or priorate of its monastery. It will, be 
irt^coUectecl that JBata whilst bishop of Hexham 
was abbot of JLivdisfarp^ ^ where it is probable 
;^e resided during his episcopacy. In like 
manlier Wtljrid was abbpt of Ripon^ wherein 
i^e must have passed the greater part of his time. 
It was therefore absolutely necessary that each 
^f these should have a prsesul or resident im- 
rernor of the monastery, responsible to, but /ict- 
ihg independently of, his su|^rior; much the 
-same relation being preserved between them as 
theire now existSt between the rural vic^ and 
Sua diocesanu 

The period of WUfrid^s liJfe embraces mo- 
tnentous <diaiigesy imd stormy pnitsages* of the 
history of the bi^opric fiut the aspect of 
the monastery continue9 «idin and unruffled. 

^ Of which St. Cutbbert wm at the same time prior. 
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JEatUy the first bishop^ was, on his translation to 
Lindisfarn, succeeded by Tunbert^ who, being 
deposed, gave way to John, and he certainly 
once, but in all probability hoice, ceded his claim 
to Wilfrid, before his succession tp the. see of 
York, on the death of Bosa. ® JEata^ Ikmbert, 
and Johai, are, according to the pi^al mandate, 
to be considered as intruders, and on the same 
authority, still lie under the ban of excommuni- 
cation, and the stigma of contumacy and rebel- 
lion; yet two of these persons, for their extra- 
ordinary piety anil exalted charity, are enrolled 
among the saint4 of HeaVen, and made bbjeqts 
of veneration at least,, if hot of worsbipV by tble 
same power, and the fotlowipri of that powei*, 
whicTi passed the s6ntelbce of their condemna- 
tion. This turioii^ and cbiitradictory fact is not 
pointed out in the spirit of illiberality, biit ihe 
reihai'k is suggested by the plain and natural!, 
course of the events, as they are related, and by 
its owli importance to the most valuable spedies 
of history — the history of the humaiimmd.. 
?Fi7//im/ then, according to truth, was the fourth. 



'J 



^ John, made bishop of Hexham in the first year of AltHd, 
A. D. 686, must have resigned his see to Wilfrid the year aftek-;' 
A. D. 687- And on Wilfrid's expulsion five years afterwards, 
he had been reinstated in the see of Hexham. On the rietum 
of Wilftid, John had a second time relignied Heacham, and, soon 
after the latter resignation, was translated to YoHc, on the decease 
dfBosa. See Bede, 1. v. c. 2; 3, I9. See a mistaice in Carte, 
p. 2£ld, #ho:plaoes the tranriation of 'John and the death of Bosa 
in 687* Whitaker's Manchester, p. 488. The date of Bosa's 
death is not accurately ascertained. 
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acoovding to the mandates of Agatho and hift 
successors he was the first— hm:» rather, he was 
never — ^bishop of Hexham; but in the spkit 
of those decrees; continued for Ufe archbishop 
of York, and primate of Northumberland; 
and thus St. Cuthbert who succeeded Ecda \n 
lAndisfarni and Bosd who succeeded Wilfrid 
in York, are iadded to the list of intruders 
into the episcc^te. 

The preceding chapter embraces the reigns of 
three kin^s of Northumberla^nd, -and. the role of 
three bishops of Hexham. During. thi& period 
we have no mention in history^, nor hasitradition 
preserved any memory, of the xmlers ind bre- 
thren of the monastery; It is probable that the 
friars- were of the order of St. Benedict, to^ whose 
rules Wilfrid had shewn himself attached, by 
making those rules the caAons of his favourite 
monastery, of Bipon. Ther extent of the abbot's 
sway* was of course confined, . to the manors 
with which the monastery Was endowed — the 
present regality of Hexham^ The extent df 
the. diocese^ when first instituted, embrajced the 
whole province of BernicaUiy • or all the space 
between the rivers Tees and Tweed, including 
part of Yorkshire, Westmoreland, and Cumt 
berland,'and the whole of the present palatinate 
of I>urham and the county of Northumberland* 
And after. the loss of. Lindisfaro, but before 
the institution of the bishopric of Carlisle^ its 
boundaries were on the north the Aln,. on the 
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south thei Tees, on the emt the dcettiiy ancl 
^€a£^r^£i on the trest. 

If tlie aoeesfiion oi th& episcopal^ dignity: wjhk 
important to the town'ofi Hexhmx^ littlo'lieis sc^ 
was its monastery. In honour of WiJ^eid and 
the early bishops^ the abbots atid abbesses: gS 
many monastem» pbeed theiv houses', under 
the custody of the fona^v; and for the same 
reason the sons of princes and noblea were sent 
to the moiUK^tery as tO' a university, diat they 
might he improved m learning and religion^. 
Here too resKked mai^ of those artists^ who» 
Wilfrid' in his^ various journeys to Bcrnie' had 
attached to Ms person; and their immiefotts 
works added importance and dignity to Heiu 
ham Abbey, and of course were benefieial to 
the increase and well-bekig of* the toi^nv It is 
Ukewise to be remat^d, that while the bishofnie 
was in the gift d£ the king> anA dispoesble by 
the decrees of synods and cevmdls, tbe^moiias^ 
teries were generally ^ffes, and their territories 
the absolute property of their fbuader. This 
was 1^ kast the case with Wilfrid in respect to 
Ripcm and Hexham ; and yet the former^ is 
po^lliirely d^edared to have been snatched inml 
Inm at the tyrannical will of the sovereign ; and 
Malmsbuiry and his follower, tins quaint? sstA 
curious Robert' ilSegge, assert that Hexham was 
ki like manner, and by the same prince^ ABSrid^ 
seized fkim Wilfrid^ and bestowed upon fit^ 
Cutbbert; 
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In this etra^ Whidh hstfe beeA thecaii«eof so miich 
contetitidn, ^* Atiglo-Sttion cfturch- is accused^ 
on ort^ side, of hav&ig sbld her liberty to foi-eign 
interf^a^ce/ and submitted^ » to gallihgi^av^y 
beneath an usupperf supitenifedy; aiid,. m the 
dther^ifr a^plaiided fdV dirtifuBy a<^owIedE^ng 
an inherent right In «lie stidcessoi* 6f St. Pfeter, 
and f<M* yielding^ to atif-^stabli^ed cniitoiii. Yet 
we parcel ve<5^Tehfe and ecclesiastftial propierty 
dispoi^ of or iransfferred at the arbftr&ry will 6f 
a tempo^l monarch y epise6pal s^es Avided!^. 
new ones created, and their bishc^s iip^oihted,. 
by councils indiscriminate^ compbsed'of pritices,. 
barons* d^gy, and people; iiay, in oti'i instance^ 
we find the possessor of a see naming his succefs^ 
sor, and Iftal! iloihit>atidn adopted and enft>reed: 
by the gerierat consent of the *cJlergy and peopld.'' 
Not one word 6f thd papal interferericiie ; ' no 
mention madb of^ the right of hominatioh ; onljr 
one soMtffiy instance of appeal, and in that ili- 
stance the decision ileglected, and the appellant 
condemn^ and imprisoned^ It is hot necessary 
t6 the KiiStdry of Hexham to draw deductiion^ 
front th^ife fife^s, or to take either side of the 
qiiestiofi; but it' is the imperious duty of the 
historiai) to state them^n the clearest Hght, and 
tett^re tbe candid i^der to make his own com-^ 
tnent Md Mm hiis own conclusions. 

Wilfrid was dticceeded in the now firmly 
estabiisficld bishoprifc of Hexham by his coun- 
trynian^^frid elmpl^ -the vi^iiera Acca, whoi 
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at the tiine of his elevation was neither abbot fior 
prior, but the presbyter or chaplain of his pre^r 
cesson His accession is dated about the year .709> 
and the 5th of the reign of Ofiiid* He improviod 
and adorned the church of St. Andrew, or» whieb^ 
is more probable, continued the labours ati4 
finished the design of his . predecesscM',. ' <Tlw 
then is the real date of the late conrentoal m4 
(at that period}' cathedral churcb <^ H^xl^in^ 
and 36 years must have been spent in bringing 
it to that state of dignity and splendour in 
wbich il; is described by: historians. Nterly i$00 
years ^^^(erwards, maicy of itsoin^uoaieiit^.^nd-at 
least enougb to pri3rve pits^ foi|ner^ grwf^^rt ^^* 
mained. Now, however^ a few yardpr ^if^ndfi- 
masonry, and a loose stone here and t^ere inoor- 
porated with the present church; are all that 
can be traced of the (j)-iginal building, atiter the 
waste of 1100 years, and the still more destroy.* 
ing and repeated shocks of war and flames* 

Acca is said to have employed all the poH^«r$ 
of his mind, and expended all his resources, int^^ 
ornamenting of bis church. He procur^^ tiom 
all parts the relics of the blessed apostlesaod mar- 
tyrs, erected altars in distinct chapels withifi the 
walls of his church,.and collecting all the legends 
of the saints, their miracles and sufferings^ ^lOgf^ 
ther with other learned ecdesiastical books^ he 
formed a noble and most ample library. He pre- 
pared vases for incense, and splendid lights for the 
altar; he encouraged church music^ and detuned 
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Maban,^ a pu|>il of the pupils of the blessed Gre- 
gory, for 12 years in hm church, that they wha 
laiew>iidt might learn, and that they who knew 
Bdight be taught to excel in -the divine duty of 
psidmody; for Acca* himself wasia heavenly sing- 
er, as deeply instructed in the sublime science 
of harmony as he was in.theologie^ learning. * 
In the year 7S2, that is, the 4th of the reign 
of Ceoiulf, and S4th of his episcopacy, Acca is 
«aid to have Jled from his see. Whether he was 
expelled by the strong arm of power, or submit- 
ted to the strict decree of justice, or for what 
cause he withdrew, is not known. After an 
absence of eight years, he returned ; and in the 
month of November 740, * his spirit passed to 
the angels, and his body rested on the east of his 
ehurch of Hexham.' Two stone crosses wrought 
with wondrous art were placed, one at his feet, 
Jinother at his head. On the latter was inscribed 

^ '' Mahan an Italian who taught the quire of Canterbury with 
^reat applause." Wallis^ ii. 76. 

^ Acca was a most pious and zealous priest, and had been 
brought up from his youth in the duties of the clerical profession 
by the most holy and beloved of God, Bosa, archbishop of York^ 
from whom he transferred his service to St Wilfrid,- shared all 
iiis vicissitudes of fortune, followed him to Rome, and there laid 
the foundation of that Imowledge which afterwards distinguished 
him. For, like a skilful merchant, he laid out the stores of his 
own mind and his homely talents> and brought away from Rome 
all that was worthy of being transported to his native land. He 
was the friend of the venerable Bede, who speaks loudly in the 
praise of Acca, to whom he dedicated several of his works, par- 
ticularly an explanation of the Evangelists St Mark and St. 
Luke, written at the desire of the bishop^ One epistle of Bede 
to Acca is extant, and many are said to have passed between 
them. Ric. Hag. 
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bi« simple epitaph '' H^e ^e$ Mcva^V After a 
long e^urse of yiears hi9. gv«v^ wi^ disQOvered, 
and the hody &iind so fr^j^^ thi^t it<;. enye^ppe^ 
m^its wer0 *«iiot'9nly fair« bail; whajt }s far mof^ 
mirdculow^ as ^Eong as wkesh they ^wer^ fir«|l^ 
WQrda"^ ThcM^dothe^ tvere kept by the bretJI^r^ 
of the ^econ4v^ost9At^ryr^A sh^wn as TelAcq lo 
%he time of Prknr Sichdrdiswhen TnaBy s^oriiei of 
the nrira^le^i ^of ^oca W€f|e curr^nt^y rdated.^ . 

^ John of Hexham. * Bic. Haff. 

' John of Hexham, in his confimiation of the ''De Guilts 
JUgum" of Symeoh of Durham, teOs itt that bn ihtAic^^ery^ 
the body« a wooden taUe made like an^altar was found upon the 
breast of Acca. Tt was joined by two key 9 of silver ,, and inscnbed 
A&MS TaiNiTATi. AoiE. SoPMiB. Sanctjs Marijs. Abked^ 
« monk of the restored monasterj* relates, that^ when th^ reliques 
•t)f this saint were lying on the altar of St. Michael, In the'sout)i- 
em transept of the ehurch of Hexham, he b^lng deeplf desirous 
of procuring a relic, prayed humbly, said the seven penitentifil 
psalnis, &c. and approached the altar with fear and trembling,^ to 
^ect hfs purpose ; when a miraculous heat sprung frcfro th6 altar 
"SO as to bum his face. Deeming that he had approached the 
aacred corpse irreverently, he prayed a second time and drew near 
more humbly, but the * church became loo hoi to hold him.' As ; 
the heat increased^ his zeal wais cooled, and he was fain to give 
"Over the attempt and leave the saint with all his bones about him« 
These bonea,. however, were. extremely. efficacious, and well worth 
possessing; foir it. is related, thjit a poor blind woman in the towa 
of Hexham, who, was jnuch beloved by all of the friars for the 
»mplioity and innpcence of her life, was i^estored to sight in two 
bours, by the simple operation of rubbing h^r eyes with hqly 
water* hi wh|ph had beeA ^pp^d one of the bon^s of $t; Acca, who 
is said to have added kU^ pterits and intercewon to 4l^e saqctity of 
his bones. . A little of the same water being poifred into the mouth 
•of a man who could peither speak nor eat| on account of a large 
swelHng in his throat, in one Irour the skin broke, the swelling 
^ed, and the R;af| was cured. These miracles are recorded as 
4xurtt0r of grave history; an^, from many others, one more may^ 
4)e seleeted. Malcolm, king of Scotland, being a barbarous man 
«aod in mind a beast, rejecting the warnings of holy men, was 
about to burn 4he church -of Hexhana. The priests in terror fled. 
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Of the three sutoeeding bishops of Hexham* 

Jfrrthfwrt^ ® Akmitrnd, and TUberU little mone is 

nlated tlmn the dates of their succession* the 

periods of their sway, apd the times of theit 

^teoease. ^Frethbert succeeded Acpa in the yjear 

7S4, bei^g the sixth of the reign c^ CeqlWulfv 

and two years after the flight of Acca, who was 

therefore, like WUfrid^ deemed to haVe forilited 

iiis dignity by hi$ flight According to some 

authorities, he governed the diocese of Hexham 

32 years, according tp others 34, and in the 

isfecond year of Alcf pd, that is, a. d. 766, in the 

month of January, he resigned his episcopal 

t;hair and his iife together, being the first Inshop 

of Hexham who enjoyed his dignity without 

vicissitudes, and for so kmg a period.^ His 

iritli the few Tiduables they could carry. On their first restins^ 
«nd after prayer, a Tbion wa$ seen by one In their company. A 
venerable nan asked the priest his cause of sadness, and being 
told — he comforted him, saying, " Fear not 1 for, before dawn, 
I shall spread my net in the rirer, by which the passage of the 
■Scots shall be altogether hindered.** And so it was ; for, without 
a storm, the river swelled to so great a flood, that almost the 
whole ^Scottish army perished, and the king himself could hot 
cross for three days, the river continuing to swell without rain^ 
pl^nly by miracle, and through the intercession of the saints of 
Hexham. De Gest. Reg. 

^ FredbtQCt, or Freodebert. 

7 In the reign of Eiidbert, CyneWolf assumed the bishoprio of 
Lindisflftrn, which he held for a long period^ but not without great 
difficultly and many troiiblefs. Offltt^ a prince Of the blood royal, 
persecuted by his enemies, flefl Vi the body of St Cuthbert, 
whence being torn by force he wad cruelly put to deittlk At 
which the king, Eadbcf^t, being off^ed, seized the bldiop and 
iropHsoned bim in Bambtt^ CtfStIe> aAd Priothbert <tf Hagtfstald 
Iieffbniied the episcopal fbnctkyto fill the king's anger being 
assuaged, he suffered Cyneirolf td return to LiQdisfam. 
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sucoessor was saint AlcmundU He was conse- 
crated imtnediately after the death of Frethbert, 
and died a. b; 781, in the 4t^ yeftr of Elfwald, 
baving governed 13 years. ^ 

^ In 781, Tilbert was consecrated ^ bishop of 
Hexham, at a place called UlfesweUe, (probably 

* * • 

^ la the De GeHis Regi^m, before quoted, John tdls us that, 
long after his deaths St. Alcmund appeared to a most holy man 
by name, Dnegmds or Dregmo, who lived in the territory of 
Heiilam. The vision.. wore his pontificfiU; the pastoral rod in 
his hand, with which he smote Dregmas, saying, '* Rise, go, and 
say to AlfHd, the son of Wetton," (registrar of the church of 
Durham ai^d a celebrated resurrectioH man) " it is my desire 
that he shall take up my body, and buiy me more decently" 
And Bregmas satd> '< Lord, who art thou ?" And he answered, 
" I am Alcmund, bishop of Hexham, and wish to be laid beside 
Acca." He disappeared, Dregmo proceeded to Durham in 
great haste. Elfrid obeys tli'e injunctions of the saint, end he 
is deposited in St. Peter's aisle in the east of the church of Hex- 
ham, in the presence of a great multitude of people. But the 
aaint was not yet satisfied — and if all the saints in the world 
were like the saints of Hexham, it appears they will neither 
sleej^ themselves, nor let others sleep. — ^Elfrid, it seems, was 
determined to be paid for his trouble, and secured a finger of the 
saint to take to Durham. They were now about to lift the 
coffin into its place of rest, but it was found that the body was 
grown so heavy by the loss of the finger, that it could not be 
moved. The whole multitude attempted in vam to lift the coffin, 
and the people now began to suspect a muracle. Dregmd*there- 
Jbre, remained all night in the church— ^Alcmund appears again, 
and having scolded him heartily for allowing the rape of his finger, 
stretched forth his hand, and shewed it wanting. In the morning 
restitution was made, and the saint slept peaceably. It is difficult 
to reconcile this fi^le with the passion for the possession of relics. 
If every saint was as much offended at the mutilation of his mem- 
bers, as Alcmund and Acca seem to have been at the threatened loss 
of their bones and fingers, their worshipers surely took a strange 
way to win their favour. And if the scattering of their remains 
was s^pposed to be pleasing to the saints, how could tliis fable 
be invented by their followers ? But these tales probably amused 
the brethren of the convent, and amazed the simple peasants, 
without much inquiry into the grounds on wluch they rested. 
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Haliwkistkjf that is^ ft^l/s-^ntfeU. In the ^pis- 
Qopaey of DUbert^ mention is made oiMigbadd 
the yrassul or abbot of tibie m^nastery^ and botb 
the bishop and the abbot. are aaid.ta havie been 
at Corabridge at the consecration of biriiop Jkln 
dalf by Eanbald the archbishop. . In the 8tb 
yciar of the. episcopate of TilberU Elfwald.klng 
of Northufmbria was murdered. The place of hist 
death, says Biqhard, waa^^ar the wall, and th^e 
a church is ^id to hay^ been^erfedtfed by the^aith-- 
futU and :dediQated. to God, St. Ciifhberti and 8t. 
Oswa}4 thqinaHyr, because over the spot.wh^re"* 
on the Mng was murdered, a bkie flame is bcu 
lieved to have appeared, and.to have pointed' oiit 
its sanctity. * Th^ body of the king wasbioiight 
to Hexham, and most honourably buried in St. 
Andrew's church. But as the king appears to 
have been no s^int, his bones were qot' sought 
after ; and as. he was not a founder of the churd^ 
of Hexham, we have no reason to belkve that 
a new tomb was made for him in "(he renewed' 
church of Hexhani. (See p. 88.) Tilbert was 
bishop 8 years. He died in 789, the first year 
of.the reigp of Osred, the son of Alcred, and 
was buried in his church of Hexham. 



^ At a short distance from Wdiirick Grange* in the lane lead-* 
Ing to Warden, is the mutilated remain of an ancient cross. This 
is pfobably the' place at which the Idng' wa» murdered. .The 
story of the bluejlame was lately, revived at Stagshaw ^smk, on 
the discovery of a firitish urn dug lip in front of the house ; and 
the writer has heard more than one person solemnly affirm the 
fact of its appearance, whether owing to artifice or optical illtisioa 
produced by natural cauaea^ it is not known-. 
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Tke memoirs of the three sueaeeding biAopft^ 
Ethelbert^ Headred^^ and Anbert^ ^ are stiQ more 
meagre ; but the period of their «way i» ofe of 
great interest^ and of deep impoitaiioe. W<^ 
have seea the ra^ rifiie of Hexh»n, and the 
quick progress dt the Inshoprib. Its decline 
and fall were still more sudden. MtAeU^ert, the 
bishop of Candida Casa [Wlnthern} resigned 
Ua see for that of Hexham, op^et wbich he ruled 
8: y^trs, and died a. d. 797» aft a place eialle^ 
Bariun ; and Ids body Wiais brought to He:lt!haln^ 
and honoqrably buried by the brethiten of the 
monastery. He was suddeeded by Hea^ed^ 
who was consecrated at Wudjbrd by archbishop 
Eanbald. He was^ bishop of Hexham three 
years. To him suceeeded Eadbert; who w^s 
oixlained at Ettringham, a. d. SCNIHaihd enjoyed 
the bishopric thirteen years^ in security and 
peace — the last years of peace for the episcopacy 
of Hexham. Tilberd, * «h& twelfth bish6p, sue-^ 
oeeded Eanl>ry the. The dumtldn of his epls-- 
Gopacy is not knowii v ftjr alreaidy those terrSk^ 
inyadara the Dfthes had^ begun tki^r work of 
dsva^tefciob. TiUberd akianed^, ii^ h^ seat; anil 
the bishoprie of Hexhanif cefiteed to be^ AdtatH^ 
ing to some writers the see of Hexham endured 
in all 164 years. But by the dates here given 
from the best auiUkmttes, its duMtion did- not 
exceed 186 years* during which period twelve 

s Tvdfevtii or Tidfefft 
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successive bishops swayed the pastoral rod in 
the following order : — ' 





Consecnted* 


Died or nrigiied. 


Ruled 


1. £at8» 


67S 


^ 685 


7 


2. Tunbvrt^ 


680 


684 


4 


' 8. Johfi^ ' 


6sa 


686^ 


1 


4. wafnd. 


: 6S^ 


709 


QS 


5* Acea, 


709. 


732 


. 23 


6. Fretbbert» 


784 


766' ' 


82 


7. Alcmund, 


767 


781 


14 


8. Tabert, 


781 


789 


8 


9. Ethelbert, 


789 


797 


8 


10. fieadred^ 


797 


800 


8 


11. Eahbertf 


800 


814 


18 


. !,«• Tilferd, 


814 


t 





• r. ' .. .186 

' 1 . .■.■■; 

TUferd\ is supposed to have died on his way 
to Refine, about the year 831, Thus ended the 
episfcopacy pf Hexham. Its mohastery outlived 
$ortte years, but was destroyed ' by the sapie 
eneviiy ; and the town shared the destruction of 
the whole Northumbrian proTince about i(4 

yiaars aftierwards. * ' 

1 ■ # ..... 

' ' ' • . • ■ • . . ■ « ♦ 

> ^ Tii^y who affirm that HeshaoK was er eefted inte lan epnoqiaf 
mi. hj, Wiifirid .lumself, and.tlial T^ilford. hd^ the bubopric fpr 
£fteen years, cannot extend lU existence further than frbin'th^ 
foundation of the church of Hexham in 67^ to the death of Til- 
ffiffSt in ,921,, fi. period of 148 years^ Yet it is asserted ta have 
cpiitinued ^* 1.^0 years/* JBeaut. c^ England fuid Wales, vol. xi^, 
an4 '^.l^l yea;rs,'* Mack, and Dent's Hist Prior Richard says 
H. coiiU,nf^e4. 1^ years ; but the dates he hiuoself assigns reduqe 
hi? iMVnl^eirai to tti^se ,rf the text . , 

^ So complete was the destruction of this devoted town di^ring 
t()e^, terrific vUitatiorns, that the ct^urches lay in ruinsi the houses 
wer<| fooflej^sj and pot 4. single \^h^bitant'pf either s^x escaped, the 
slaughter. .\ 
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CHAP. V, 

FROM THE DESTRUCTION OI* THE CHURCB 
AND MONASTERY A^ JfiSJS, TO THEIR RE* 
STDRATION A. D. 1118. 



t< 



Hitherto the affairs of Hexham are as well 
understood as such events can be soiong after 
their occurrence. But with the succession of the 
bishops of Hexham ceases for a long period the 
clearness of its history. On the abandonment 
of the episcopal chair by its last possessor, it 
appears that Eardulf (then bishop of Lindis&rn) 
assumed episcopal jurii^dictioii over the see of 
Hexham^ and, as was not unusual in the history 
of these bishoprics, exercised the episcopal funcr 
tions over both in common. But the repeated 
inciif^ions 6f the Danes rend^ed untenable the 
islandliome of St. Cuthbert,* and, when the seat 



* After the devaststldn of Northumberland by- Haldane, Eaiv 
dUif the bishop, and abbot Eadred, of lindtsfarn, with the body 
of St. Cuthbert, and the greater part of their treasures, wandered 
about from place to pl^ce, till at length thej found rest at 
Cunca-ehester, Chester, or Chester-le-street ; and' as- the see of 
Hexham was vacant oo account of the violent persecutions by 
the Danes, Eardulf began to exercise the episcopal fUhctions ii» 
that territory. Thin, a. d. 8SS, 197 years after the death of 
Cuthbert, and in the retgn of Gvihred, the episcopacy of H<ex- 
ham was restored at Chester. Ric. Hag. lib. iL cap. 2. SurtecsT 
Hist. vol. L p. S. 
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^f the episcopacy was removed to Chester^^ 
street, the power of the bishop was still extend- 
^ed over the abandoned diocese of Hexham. 

The monarchs of the Heptarchy had all suc- 
«cessively fallen before 4he arms and the policy 
<}(JS^[bertj king of >the West'Saxonsr; ' and in 
the once mighty and terrible throne of Nor- 
thumberland was now seated a viceroy of the 
king of England^ ruling with a rude band a 
•distant and unimportant province of the empire. 
The barbarous Earls 4>f Nortihumberland knew 
too little of vthe avts of civilization to value 
highly a tract of land that they disdained to 
cultivate. WhoUy engrossed in private jars or 
bickerings abroad, they had no time to waste on 
thoughts of peace. Turbulence usurped the 
place of power; superstition terrified religion 



^ Egbert having coaquered Mercia, entered Northumberland. 
He found the kingdom in a state of anarchy, as it had remained 
-since the death of Etbelred in 795. The conquest, or rather 
•ubmission, of the Northumbrians, maj be dated about S26. 
ChUkredf who is called king in the note above, must have been 
the riceroj <n: governor of l*u>rthumber]and, under Alfrid tlie con- 
temporary soverdgn of England, who confirmed Guthred's do- 
nations to the church of Chester. Chron. Aug* Cant Guthred 
was appointed king at the desire of St. Cuthbert, who, in a rision, 
commanded Eadr^, abbot of Luel (Carlisle) and one of liis own 
followers, to appear before the Danes, and to demand of them that 
they should piurchase the'liberty of Guthred, son of Hardiknut, 
whom they had sold as. a slave to a widow at Whittingham, that 
they should shew him to the people, bind the arwtUla on his right 
arm, and proclaim him kuig. The armilla was a bracelet worn as ' 
the insignia of royalty by the prince elect. Guthred reigned ten 
years, and died a, d. 894. Alfrid,1nng of England, and Eardulph, 
first buhop of Chester and last df Lindisfarn, died the same year. 
ilobert Hegge, Legend df St. Cuth. p. 28 and note. 
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from their Miiids ; they ^wantodi poli^ as well 
as powiet to dieick tbe pYoverbial/rapadty of the 
monksof StCutfabert; and it appears that <with 
ihe episcopal s^miy> the n^alth» the ^rigiit^ and 
privileges tf£ the tBrtkbbry of Wilfrid i^reve aU 
^wrested to the use df the already pibw6rful 
t^hurch of Chester, in the same spirit the bi- 
«ht>pric was remoired tO' l>u«bani;^ tand one 
extensive diocese arose out of the jmins of Liin- 
disfam and Hexham, while an immense acees- 
sion of power, afnd- an unaocountafale increase of 
temporal wealth flowed in upon the ispiritual 
brethren of the dhureh of i>f^rAal». i 

It is out of our course to trace the f<nrttines, 
or rather the misfortunes, of Hexham, thus ab- 
sorbed in the gulf of her rival. We can only 
lament that the superior policy of Theodore in 
his multiplication of the Northumbrian churches 
— a plan so necessary to the dvilization of the 
then rude inhabitants, that even in this refined 



^ A. D. P95> AMwine» admonislied bj a dr^m, fled from 
%1ie recurridg rage of the barbarians^ taking the holy body 
and treasures of the church of Chester to Ripon, where they 
vamained three or four months. On their return, Durham was 
miraculously pointed out as the chosen place of Cuthbert's future 
acQOurn. And thus the churdh of Hexham, successirely transfer- 
red to Lindisfam and Chester, revived at Durham. '* Dunelmum 
«ujus sedes fait apud Hagustaldensem £coiesiam,'et alia sedes 
apud HalielandJ* Brief Chron. Sum. prefixed to Hist Sinru Oun. 
• Aldwine was the last bishop of Chester and the first of Durham, 
where he ascended the episcopal chair a. d. S9^» He was tutor 
to Edward the Coufessor; and died about A. D. 1020. Hegge. 
Thus the bishopric of Hexhana was transferred to Lindisfarn 
ahout A. D. S60; thence to .Che«tef a. a. S83; and lastly to 
Durham a* d. 996* 
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age it /has claimed ^he notiee df die tl^iflbMi 
was thwarted and turned aside: 4liat: the 
tesotirces of the eountry were drained, abd its 
inhabitants kft>like its ' soil, impoverished and 
neglected, to be choked with weeds in its fer-> 
tiUty^ dnd to lie nukBdin itsibarremiess^ for the 
aggrandisement ofnen who 8banNlonied4iic|d«ity 
they had tsolemnly andettaken, and (coveted the 
wealth and power wbich tbej had !st^ more 
solemnly sworn to foieake* During i the long 
period of its submission to the church of Dur- 
ham, we seeno attempt 'made, no exertion used, 
by the rich and powerful bishops of that see, 
to raise the church of Hexham from its ruins. 
All that time it lay neglected, and apparently 
doomed never again to rear ^its walls. Better 
fortune, however, was at hand. The avarice and 
pride of the bishops of Durham began to exoeled 
ail bounds, and at length broke out into open 
rebellion. On the accession c£ Henry I. Ralph 
Flamberd, bishop of Durham, was Seized by 
the king, and laid in irons ;^ amd as a farther 
punishment, the barony of Hexham^ and the 
spiritual jurisdiction oi^r its territoiy, which 

». ■ • .' » 

^ Henry, crowned «t Westminster a. d. 1100, sends Ramdf^ 
bislipp of Durham, Ui llu tower» Aan. Wat erley, 144b«-»Henry 
L the same year of his acceflsion MOO, and of lik marrii^)MFith 
the daughter of Makohn king of Sootlmd, Caused JBa/jpAy bishop 
of Dttriiam, to he put In f«tler»^<< Mitti fedt meomptdibui.'' 
Chron. Salis. pw S«— *' Radulfus Episcopitt Dunelmcnsb -de cus* 
todia egressus est J' On Feb. £d, HOI, he fled to Noltmandy, 
raised an army, joined 'with Robert^ and came to England on 
August 19th of the same year. Chron. Salis. S. 
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had beeai usurped by Durhaib, were givoi to 
tbe archbishop of York. Thus surrounded on 
all sides .by the diocese: of Durham, Hexham 
became and to this, day riemains a peculiar of 
the ardiieptscopal see. ^ 

It has been already shewn that the fall of the 
bishopric of Hexham was soon followed by the 
ruin adks monastery.^ Of the fate of the monks, 
we must remain in ignorance. It is but too 
ptobaUe that they all perished by the swords of 

. ' * • . ' 

^ *' H^ry I. ID resentment of the conduct of Bishop Flamberd» 
dismembered it, and gave it to York." Hutch. 1. 91* Wallis, ii. 
7S. ** The reign of Henry I. when this church was separated 
fiom the see of Durham." Beaut. Eng. and Wales, ziL l63. 
** The bishop of Durham retained possession of Hexham till the 
reign of Henry I. who foetng offended with Bishop Flam- 
herd* transferred it to the see of York* together with juriadiction 
over the county of Cumberland, which before belonged to the see 
of Hexham. But that part of the diocese of Hexham which lay 
within the county of Northumberland, was continued subject to 
the bishop of Durham ; the other division was partly under the 
government of the archbishop of York, and partly of the bishop 
of Glasgow^ from the year 1113 to the year 1IS5, when it was 
assigned to the newly established see of Carlisle." Thus the 
dismemberment of Hexham from Durham is by common consent 
refemd to the period stated in the text It must be observed, 
however, that none of the historians of Northumberland quote 
their authority for this important assertion ; and it 19 but candid 
to add that we liave not been aide to trace the &ct to the CkrO' 
niclet, or to those authentic sources from which we have always 
endeavoured to derive our information. 

"7 One fieble spedmen of its original grandeur still remains, the 
fine Gothic archway, opening Into Crilugate. This is supposed 
with great reason to Iwve been the entrance-gate to the abl>ey in 
the days of Wilfrid. We owe its preservation to the judgment 
of the Itev. Bobiert Clarke, who procured the removal of the di- 
lapidated roof, encun4)ered as it was with heavy loads of earth, 
which threatened the destruction of the whole gateway. 
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the iipraders. The ibonasterjr lay in rmns till 
^e visit of the second Thomas, arobUshopof 
York, who, struck with^the recollection of ito 
ancient) grandeur, and with its tiien isielancbolj;^ 
desolaticxi, resolved to becbtaod its rdstcireir, dr 
rather its second) founder (i fori although at? that 
time^sdme^^parts )bf the'kndiieiit chilrch werb 
stffl remaining, ^et ' the * less i sitbstantifil &bne 
of the domestic bnildiiigs ixmst hate entirely 
yielded to the waste and dilapidation of* morie^ 
than two hundred years. of idetoiation, during 
which 'long p^ribd it had laihr in ^i^ns^ after 
being pillagied and burned by the Danes. : 

Of the stefe of the church of Hexham during 
the period utider review, litfle more is under* 
stood than has been already «hewn, parti i^/fiS^ 
But it is important to'observe, and this iiifor* 
iMIdon we derive firom:t^e state, of the chuvoih^ 
that the town of Hexham, at the timdiof which 
we are speaking, began again to.tassume an 
appiearance of some cohs^uence. Remains of 
its original greatness wesre/ still visible in the 
time of Richard '< ut antiquitatis vestigia tes- 
tantur," although at that timte; <* modica et 
raro cultore habitata." But this descripticm, it 
must be recollected, appliea to the period after 
a second devastation. 

It is not positively asserted by any of the 
ancient authorities, and affirmed by only one 
modem writer, that Hexham shared in the 
destructioi> poured upon Northumberland by 
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tlfee cage of WilliaBi».caIl6d the conqneiev. But 
the. yiutB^Qf moJre. propeiiy the viitUaikm, o£ 
kinga were alimyti pi^iiods of teimr^ afien of de*- 
sfcriKMioil^to HexhaDii^.a» wiUsjqnear hibtbeseqtid 
o£tbis .hirtorj* b the uemtude^ib iiowy^be sii£» 
fieifint to teiterk^ that the tchtm of H^Khfim 
floiurisbeA undcs l&e bkbopricy and was reduce^ 
tOjrUib ln^eommon with the ehurcb and th^ yro- 
vincia;. that it afipears to haVe jwmn a sefpnd 
tiiiae^ bntidowljr and to.Hnall extent;, that soon 
afkerita sental it again becaiae. the prey of 
flAmeaaidl the place of deaolation ; that it mwt 
have iiximediat^ sprung firomits ashe$» mid was 
a village beBxe^ the rebAukiiag of the monas- 
tery.; . that it floimBh^d with tibftt . institutioB^ 
survifved Mfs fatti'at thelse&ffmation^ aod \m 
heen slowly hut gradually increasing ever 
linee* So Uiat, com^anng its.'presmli' fitaAe 
with what it. was under the bishops*, it i^peMS 
that what itnTants in dignity and oonseq¥ien$^ 
it has gained in popplotion and extent^ that its 
fiilxtie p(roq>erity depends upon its own, re- 
souk'oe9.; and that the attention of its wlM^ 
hitantB to traske and agricultuiae plao^ that 
proqperijiy oii a isnier baiiis, and Aiiaea . it. to a 
loftier heig)it,'tluavit;qYer eould have aAtaimod 
beneath the patronage of. the lashopa Oir tib^ 
piioteetion of the monastery w/ 
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The prmtipal events ooncteming. H*xharn for 
4S6 year3"succeeding)tb« restoratapn of its mof 
nasteiy are included in this chapter. 

In lllSI^ Hexham, was appropriated with Holm 
to the. fbnnati0ii,Of a |>rebeiidal stall iii the ca^r 
thodral ,f htm^' oC Yorjk ; and this pyebend wai 
aftefwardft enjoyed by the prior. ^ In Novem- 
ber. 11131: Thonms . the second archUshbip of 
Voi'k hibd'jio far pursued' his design for the 
reuQv&tioif of thie txnnei chikrch of St Andrew, 
that \&schetiU of 'Huiitingdoik was appointed its 
first prior. . Tahiti Norman Successor of the old 
Anglo-Saxon superiors of Hexham Abbey was 
with his brethren a canon regular of the order 
of St. Augustine. He is described as amild,^ 
peaceable man, who ybuld, rather lose' Ms Hghtis 
than injure the fame of his monastery by con- 
tending for them. He ditd March 17th, IISO. 
His successor,' Robert Bisset, either more daring 

^ Thomas ihe frrst made h a prebend be^re the restoration, 
and gave it td a canon of Beverley, Richard de Maton. Rl0> 
Hag*, p. ii. cap. 5. See Mon. Ang. vol. iii« p. -k p. 140; 

^ Leiand Itin. vol. viL p; 60r 

A A 
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or more ingenious than he, was fortunate enough 
to recover the property of the priory out of the 
hands of its secular possessors. Ailan or Eillan^ 
the priest who has been before mentioned, 
struck with the heinousness of his ofifence ih 
retaining ecclesiastical property, surrendered his 
right into the hands c^ the second prior with a 
fair phylactery, a cross of silver containing the 
relics erf Acca and Alcniund, which he begged 
might be kept in perpetual memory of the 
restored freedom of the chiffch^' 

The state of the cathedral at the period of flie 
restoration requires no description. Time has 
been less busy to destroy, than barbarous taste 
has been eager to deface: The charters confirm- 
ing the possessions and privileges of the ehurch 
Were preserved in 'the time of Richaid.' Tfcey 
were granted at different periods, andmrider the 
seials of the archbishops and chapter of St* Eeter^s 
at York, Henry and Stephen, kings of Engkiic^ 
and the pc^es: Calixtus and Eugenius.. 

^ The dkl» of t^is event U not .ascertained; but h must Rave* 
been long after the accession of Robert to the priorate> as Richards 
of Hexham modestly infers his own presence *as a witness. '' Et 
de ipsa Hagustaldensb Ecclesie quidam* canonicus norflifte 
Bicardus,'* && p. ii. cap. 9- It must be observed that the 
manor of Hexham still appertained to the see of York ; the pos- 
sessions of the priory were those only which are recorded^in the 
appendix. The manor belonged to the archbishop ; the property 
of the church was in the hands of Richard deMaton, and* Ailan 
held only a stipend out of that property. . The former was pur- 
chased by the chapter of St. Peters, and given to the priory ;. the 
latter was surrendered as in the text. Allans jun. afterwardB* 
assumed the cowl at Durham.: 
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In 1119, ^ on the death of Thomas the secpod, 
Tbairstan succeeded to the archbishopric of 
York and the temporalities of Hexham. He 
was consecrated by Calixtus at Rheims, with 
424 persons whom that pope found it necessary 
thus to win to his interest in order to oppose 
the pretensions of his rival Gregory. The king, 
^Henry L) it is said» was very indignant at this 
candttct in the pope/ and stUl more so at the 
archbbhop's submitting to be made the tool of 
faction. . Thurstan was a patron tp Hexham, 
and a benefuptor tp its monastery, which was 
United at the period of Jiis succession. ^ 



1 Richard dates tils death mil 14, and pronounces an elerated 
culogium on his many virtues. 

^' The stjrie of 4he. architecture, p^ticularly the long narrow 
sharp-pointed windows, which began to be used in the reign of 
Henry f. seera to fix decidedly ithe date o& at least, great part 
•f tbe:l>f«sent church. The priory appears from ^e £ew remains 
to owe its origin to the same hand. Three ornamented arches 
on the south side of the present Abbey, fi« the site of Jthe okapm 
^''kouse. A few y«ars ago, 4ie walks of the cloisters might be 
traced; and, within the memory of man, an elegant oratory 
stood on the south-east -side of the garden. Its roof of stone was 
tkklj ornaoieiited.aiid aupported hy four Ionic columns. The 
priory arose out of the ruins of St. Wilfrid's Abbey. It was a 
noiUe and spacious building, of a quadrangular figure. The 
cloisters of tabernacle work, the entrance to the church richly 
wrought. The large room in the present building is supposed 
to have been the refectory. A bedstead of antique carred 
work lo oak with the words—" Eboracensis Diocesis medit hoc 
opus A— ^omini Millesumo Quingint— " was lately preserved 
in the abbey, and a curious columnar gravestone was digged up in 
the cloisters. Inscribed — '* P. uer Jurdani"— -andomameiited with 
crosses. The abbey gate, and the low arch in the long backside, 
are of the date 673. The church, cloisters, &c. are dated HIS. 
The other )¥ariations of style are to be accounted for by the deso- 
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In 1119, the king of Scots besi^gedthe castle 
of Prudhoej and Hexham experienced a royal 
visitation. 

- In 1133, the pope's legate, ^ oil* iiis way ^ 
Carlisle, was reverently received fay the brediMa 
of Hexham', wlio represeiKt^ to him that tfaroB 
of their men hieid been Mlted, antd^two of'^hsit 
Villages, Herinttm (Ertinfgicn) and • JDigentixi) 
(Dissington) ravaged by Edgar, the son of Earl 
Cospatrick. That he had detaihedttbe prior a 
whole night, and degraded faiiiDf by mockeries and 
contumely, in defiance of tHepeaoe and trtnee 
granted to the chiirch oJF Hdcham; Thi legate 
urged these injuries to the king of Scots, who 
made satisfaction to the church of Hexham, re- 
stored all the prisoners, and engaged that his 
armies never again should violate ittinctuffljes, nor 
again murder womeai and chUdr^n*. 'the il^gat^ 
returned to Hexham with tiie wdcomcnews 
ajbout the feast of Sft. Michael t)ie sapue ypar< ^ 

In 1188, January I6th, King David sen| 
William, sQn of Duncan^ with many Scptip, to 
ravag/s Northumberland, being himsdf employ- 
ed at the siqge of , Warkl A par|:y of Scots 

lation after the j^prnlng by the Danes, the rebuilding after the 
liurning by the Scots, Sir Reginftld Carnaby's alterations' and re- 
building after the reformatipn. ^ iSee the date and arms over the 
coach-house— ) 539* T^e abbey Vas altered and repaired by Sir 
Walter Calverly Blackett, feart. abqut iTSff.— Burned by acci- 
dent, and entirely rebuilt by T. R. Beaumont, Esq.— —Again 
bumedy au^ ^gai^ repaired, within these few years. 

^ John of Hexham, De Gestis. Heron's Hist, tiif S6ot. &c 
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crosflBBg tbe Tyv^ aib Wwr^^ yrere attaf^ed 

with siioh wpietHQW (OP^r^g^. 1>X ^^.y^VlQg 

men of Hejktm^ tk^l^nqt w^ ^$cap«dri ;Tlus 

dfiottinstaiioe (piroyi^kfd (t|^: y<eDgffii^p< pij.fhe 

Scots; and WiUisoii, with all his influeqpe.a^d 

sotteitu^NOCKidd hiiKlly SAv^.th^ priory from 

thdr fury, * .Divid utami^ with his foi;w^ ^tp, 1^9^, 

faridg^/hutffespeotbd lt^ M^tity or^^^aii). 

Tbe most li«a4ful.9C9Pttpt?$ ATI? ffve^. hj Jo^ 

md Richaid of (the;Cc«wlttPfcof 0ie 3pot§ in this 

expedition. Their fury was povr^d Put. on A^t 

every plMeiielMiSlic^ wi|t|^ ^h^htber^ harrj^mfff 

saad fbunm»^ iTb«K * vl^P^ witbejr ; sex^ ag^, 

nor rattk; ^b^ .pvegnmi^ isrpr<» jcipp^. op^Rj 

the virgin and ^he widpw jiW^ J tjifif hwriwtfi* 

and &thtes wdre tMd.tagcfthjpr i^f it|^ ropes, fQfped 

beneath: the yojse, .and dmrwf ip fl»?)^ intp 

fltotland. TJbfe ^g g^ve .49 Hobcjf t tb^ pj^ 

his pledge of safety ; yi^t ttw $cots broke tW 

sanetuavy,: and defiled tlye m^rf^ pbic^t Mii^ 

ties of course interfered to sav^ , th^ ohufi^h of 

Hexham, and to punifb. i\^ imB/^T^- ^ , , 
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^ l^WQ Sooted aol^jen who prefMmed to riolate fhe oratory of 
St Michael jthe present chiutfa of St John Le^) Wm horribly 
punished. iMk weM strieken with niailBeip. Th^ bones of .one 
turned to stone^ and finally mouldered away. The other in hiiB 
^j^^ZJ ruifh^ intp the Tyne and was drowned. The flower of this 
army f^l at the battle of the Standard. *The 6nsigns''of ^Ifrid 
iftpd St John' hqld fi conspicuous place on the grand tirofss ejected 
as the pole of the standard. Next year in the. compact between 
Da?id and Stephen, when Henry the son of David was miade 
Earl of Cumberland, it wfu etpeiu«l]]r AnPlar^ M)At he should 
assume n^ ri«^t to the lenriliiKy of Ibe.eblUFfib of St A^^^^ 
of Hexham. 1 1|{^ 
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In 1142, Robert fiisset, prior of Hexham, 
x^Bs expelled from his monastery, tand beeame a 
monk under Bernard abbot of Ciaif vtox. 

In 1143, Richard (the historian) was confirm- 
ed prior of Hexham, by Dean William and 
the chapter of York. The arekiHshop being 
incapable of acting, as the abbots of Rieval and 
Founbdns, the priors of Gisbum and Kirkhain, 
and Robert the hospitaler, had appealed againiist 
him, and his cause was about to be^'tried'in t^be 
papal consistory. " ' 

In 1159* David king of Scotland >and Earl 
Henry his son 'met the cardinal legate at Hex- 
ham, arid were honourably entreated. This was 
the first ' aiid kst ^dific royal visit; 

Ih 1^96, 24 Ed. I. in an inroad of the' Scots, 
the priory was buriied down ly^ these invaders-; 
the nave of St. Andi'^fw's churdi sufibred the 
same fate, arid has never been restored. A 
school-houte is mentioried as havii^ shared in 
the conflagration. • - 

In 1297, the Scots returned. They lodged 
In Hexham, and maltreated the religious, not- 
withstanding their letters of protection from the 
Earl of Murray and Sir William Wallace. ' 

^ 1296, ScotU prion turn Hag. cum tota villa inoendio 
destruxerunt. Leland, viL 5S— 60. At the same time the nun- 
liery of Lamblej and the monastery of Corbridge were burned 
t» the ground. Heron'js Hut. of Scot. 

« ' • 

^ The Scottish chieftain told the ^or that he fi)und it impo»- 
slble to repress tlie fury of Us countrymen ; and that under bis 
immediate protection only could he be in safety. Hejcon. - 
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In 1846,, the town was pHJaged by Dt^vid 
king of Scots. He marehed by Liddell Castl^^ 
Lanercost, Nawortb, and Redpath^to Hexhamj. 
where he remained tbree days ; and the to!wn 
was saved firom fire» being kept as a place far 
prpvbion. ^ This anny was sooq. after defeated 
at JJeville's Cross. * . .^ 

The next remarkable event connected witib 
Hexham was the dreadful battle of Hexliam 
Lerds, in 1 468. The long struggle between the 
rival houses came to be decided in Nort]^^nclber•r 
land; and as far as the north of EngUnd Jira^ 
concerned^ the battle of Hexham was the cqiv* 
elusion of the contest. Henry V I. his quee% 
prince Edward, and tb^ ^French nobles who had 
been sent to his assistance by the king of 
France, marched with the northern kurds: of 
their party from Alnwick about Whitsuntide^ 
Thp command of tli^e . Lancastrian . troops wa$ 
givieiiito lihe Earl of Sonierset; and |;h^.aE;my. 
wa9, composed of :French^ Spot^isb, and Nprh 
thumbrian soldiers, scarcely <>ne of Tyhp^ ^^ 
notakeady fought or suflTca^edfo^ jthe cause: they 

'* . f • • • f 

^ Dayid made Hexham Abbey the place of hfs muiter. His 
axrafy amounted to 2000 men completely armed, wRb a nrallitude 
of irregt^krs. According to otfier aCcounUb he commanded 
40,000 men. 

< HoU. Chron. i. 240-1. Wal1is» ii. 105. John Copeland 
took David prisoner, and was rewarded with the honour of 
knighthood and £ 500 per annum. He was sheriff of North. 
SO Ed. III. The young and spirited monarch struck out three 
of Copeland's teeth with his gauntlet whiie h§ was in the act of 
seizing him. 
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nntr batri^ to dtfdndk • (Tbeir ']|>lea' was' the 
adored t^emoty ' 6{ Atray V.' and*/tiieiif hf^ 
from bis pronii^tYg grtadsoh. ' <Qi3glMi xi^i 
ahd present possesinoif^tbfrei^' gmsv weight into 
Ubi^ Cf^^ite «eal«. "The liaA^ttdftiMs eneisKii^d 
i^r tlk U^inri^W <M the Mitth^ Imht of ^th^ 
Devil Water, and awaited the adVAnce of' their 

'^Kiftg' !Edw»d^ wa^'^ Yxirk;''but the Lord 
B^nt^e^ckHnmanJIet^^fae troops^^ white 
iittfe!]^yi wad'already^ti^I^orthUfiiberland/'aiid 
hftd g^iilifed 8 battiid 'at Hedgeley^^ Moor, whene^ 
S8r Rtf^h Percy *ftd!t tlie twily nobleman of bis 
p*rty ivhor hidf *« ^ved the bird in his bi^ast;'* 

'■ Monfagike ' imttfediat^y ' nMlrdhed ' to w^ikicf 
Hexham, kiiowiiig' thaff dday^WAs^ life' tothe* 
Lltiieast^iaiis,^ anrd defbat- death to their c^tiisel 
Oii Ma^' 14th, *he Atmifefif fehjgaged ; and after a 
short but bldAdy'bHttlfe, viftter^^cfedhred forthe 
army of Edward. Htery otted^his safety to the 
flfeeCneb^' of his^st^edi'^Mid'it iis 's^Tpp6s6d tliat 
he enjoyed ittortlyfdt a ftWdttys:^^- • 

the qu^tti 4hd«hil»yotan^^^^p^^^ 
into the adjoining forest ; and their adventures 
on that nfght are sp romantic as to raise the 
tone of history. Thelfocky hmki of the river 
Devil, and the recesses of Hexham Forest, 
were tbe retreat of a band'of fuipSans, who in 
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* It is certain that in the spa^ of 9nk year he was a prisoner 
in the tower. 
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that period of d»trt€*ioii^^&Ha»d. toO'f^ra p)eli 

for their despite. life in peglect^d kiws and 

the example of their bettefs. To^ll the insults 

of such men; the uiihappy que^ w^' expose^ 

Unawed by, her ranki untoudbed with pity at 

her sex and situati^CKUwhiich w^re sufficient to 

palliate the crimes that stained hdr character 

•~they seized her petmm, stripped hor of her 

jewels, and would faav» proceeded to, greater 

indignities, had not a fortunate qbarrel ah^^ut 

the division of their spoil afforded the queen 

an opportunity to escape. 

Night and the forest shielded her from pur- 
suit But oppressed with sorrow, terror, and 
fatigue, she had not travelled far until another 
robber crossed her path. The great soul of 
Margaret was not to be depressed by accumu- 
lated misfbrtunes ; she i^pproached the man, 
and, assuming the appearance of confidence, 
entrusted to him the defence of his prince. 
Impulse is seldom - mistaken ; great actions 
hardly iever plead in vain ; and confidence un- 
asked is rarely abused. This ruffian had the 
feelings of a man, and immediately accepted 
the sacred trust reposed in him. The wretched 
but secure asylum, to which he conveyed the 
unhappy Margaret retains the name of the 
' Queen's Cave/ ^ The iroof is. still supported 

^ The Queen's Ca?e lies beneath the foutbe^n bank of the 
little nfer, eza<;tl^ opposite to the &nn-hottse on the Black HIU. 
Its situation is extremely secluded. An idea of the queenV 

B B 
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by a pillar of rude masonry, as if to prove that 
man bad once inhabited its melancholy gloom:. 
Shortly afterwards the queen escaped to Scot* 
land, and thence to the castle of Rene of Anjou 
her father, to make new attempts, which ended 
hi the destruction of her hopes. ' 

The Duke of Somerset was taken and be* 
beaded at Hexham, and there buried. The 
lords Boos, Molins^ Hungerford, and Findem^ 
were also taken, and exeeuted on the Sandhill 
at^ Newcastle, and were buried in the church of 
the Friars Minors and Augustines. Of those 
who escaped from Hexham field, the Earl of 
Kime was apprehended a long time sifter in 
Redesdale, and beheaded at Newcastle, and in- 
terred beside his fellow-sufferers. Humphrey 
Nevil remained near the river Derwent, con- 
cealed t^^cfer the earth for the space of five years, 
and was afterwards seized in Holderness, and 
beheaded by the Earl of Warwick and others. 

All the French lords, except Sir Pieree fir^ace, 
were taken at Holy Island, by Robert the Lord 
Ogle and other lords and esquires of Nbrthunr- 

« 

accommodnUeoB in thU wietched retreat may be conceived from 
its present extent^ which does not exceed SI feet in its greatest 
Tength^ and 14 feet in breadth^ while the height will scarcelj 
allow of a person's standing iipriglU. According to tradition^ the 
rude pillar forms part of a wall which divided the cave longitu- 
dinally for the accommodation of- Margaret and her son-! Survey 
made for the Author^ April Sd^ 1822. 

^ See Hume's History of England, i^ee a]so> a beautiful 
poetic illustration of this interesting historittte inColman's Mu-^ 
sioal Play of the Battle of Hexham. 
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berland* and were ransomed. De Brace threw 
bimself into Alnwick with the French troops, 
Qnd held out till he was relieved by the Scottish 
garrison of Berwick, under the Earl of Angus, 
and carried safely into Scotland. Sir Ralph 
Grey hdd out in Bamburgh ; and Dunstan- 
burgh was defended by a Frenchman called 
Goys.-^Thos these three strong castles held 
out for Henry VL till Edward, being at Dur- 
ham in 1464, sent the Earl of Warwick, Mon- 
tague (how Earl of Northumberland) Scrope, 
and m^ny oth^ lords into Northumberland to 
recover these castles and subdue the country.^ 
Alnwick was twice taken and retaken. Dun- 
stanburgh followed, and Goys was beheaded at 
York« the garrison being dismissed. Bamburgb 
held o^t tjJl after midsummer. After its cap- 
^ureiiGr^, was taken to Doncaster, and deprived 
of the ^oqbur of knighthood. His gilt spurs 
were iiewed from his feet, his sword and all his 
armour broken upon him, and taken from him 
in the field. ^ He was afterwards beheaded. * 



^ Sir Ralph Grey 'vias Knight of the Garter and Qbaplain of 
Wark and Roxburgh in 1436. He defended it agaTnst 30,000 
Scots headed br James' I. * -Sfbwe sajH that Edward remitted the 
dc;gradatioa vedted in the text. 

^ '* The reason of this punishment .was Jiis peijury and double* 
nesi to Henry VL the late king^ and also to Edward IV. that 
now is. His head was taken to London on Saturday the eve of 
St. Mary Magdalene, 1464^ and^xed on a high pole upon Lon-> 
don Bridge for the public view. On whose sou!^ God^ have 
mercy T' See the Year-Book-^Easter^ 4 Edward IV. fol. 19- 
and Gent. Mag. Nov. 1792. 
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Thtee of Henry** followei^ were » made pri- 
sonei^s it the battle of He:>rbain, who had in 
their custody his helmit *tid' *\^ o«>whB tiohly 
adorned, whiefa ^eref pfi^^dented f o King £dwftrd 
^t York, on Wedtiesda]^^, May 3»d, 146»» 

Those of the Lancastriiin iide wb^ <^sd9{)ied 
from the battlfe of Heittiaiii^^ftdtated >Wi*^'i« 
eiwy shape and boe, till^ death TdBeiv^-4*(en>. 
•*^I have seen the Duke'bf Exeter mn '4m foot 
and bare-legged aftdr the feiAfeiof' Bblrgundy's 
train, beg^ng his ht€H& 4oi*'d*idteake>,';butbe 
litt^^ed not his Tiatnd^*ii-i6ife*€d ts the»««inWy 
that is ftee frotn the' h6rt"oft^^F^vH ^arV -^ ' 
" 'The stkt^ of ^eiety ^-^iS^^feriod is't66^^^^ 
Aent from the vicin%'of «hefepeel]f^e4^ M J^^ 
Ham Forest, and from tht^&W thtftSa^^sjieetttele 
Bke^^ that which sricc^eded^^fhe MtHe df ttfej^- 
fctamhias found tlo pl^e In ^the tr«fcditi6«s of the 
peif|)le:' No legkid' pofefts' 6Ut ttie'^ceti^ of 
abtidn, and historians- AiflFer ik> widely, thtit it is 
yet a pertinent 'questibh-*-hfvbere was the batde 
of Hexham fought?- We have the Sandhill 
and the church of the Augustines at Newcastle 
^•eco:rd0<| as th^ |)labcf$ df death ' and' sepulture 
to «the..Noi^utBbriaik lords ;.ibU:t ipo tradition* 
ary tale has preserved the place of the Duke of 
Somerset's execution • ^ ' ' 

^ Memoit^ of iPHiUp de Comines. ^ 

f The Queen's Gave, the jQueen'a Letch, aad the Guarda' Lane, 
undoubtedly point otit the scenes of action related in the text. 
All the modem historliUis of NorthunWhmd agree tJ^t Duxfield 
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Nci impostaritf event diitingmsKt^ .H^^hatn 
till the. iperiod of iihe rafevmation. ^ Thia^gre»t 
event ims iaMdeath-bknv ^:to. the. InMngj co^Mt 
qiitacje iof;l}exfaitara i.The.civdl and reli^ous 
liber^ Hrbrdugfat lyas dnere a .worthless > bless^ 
ihg; fbty long afiier the reformation, the datives 
bf' this ^ekict/ cikitinue^' imc^atiged in their 
r^eiigiouS' seiititlienlts. Previous to the dissolu- 
tion of this Igre&Her bouses, ^ of which Hexham 
wa& dttioiig ' the/ i^est, , ^many: nobLemeOi * and 
gentleftieH'.of > ithe norths j£%usted: with; the 
8tl€^ th^t had bebb already izakai' to thiK>^;ofr 
tbe^ ipof^s siif^Mmaoy,. raised the.stliiulard'of 
^^beUioKi '* lic¥d<Bar<{34 E>bbert Ask,' f&q.iiSir 
Robek Ctoil^tdble^ Sk Jobii BalmW dnjd; his 
wife, 'Sir fftheFmas Percy, brothJer totheEdrl df 
'Nt]^thti^berland,^^Sir Stifephen Hameiiton, Ku 
bfadlais Temti€fSt| iind W: LAinoley, jEsq. with 
40,000 prieiit9, fpeasants^ < iand lafaof ivers, . ' began 

dates its name from the battle of Hexbam. Yet the name of 
Robert de Diixfietd oooiScrs a$ early ^|s 36 £d, I {I. See the return 
of members to serve in the parliament holden at Westminster 
ki 1S62>-^1M feafir b^wre ike hUile of. I^tAam ! 

"^ Tlie dissolution of religious houses began in 1538, and all the 
^eater opes ended ia I SSg. It Is supposed that in England 50,006 
men were churchmen^ and the expense of keeping them £7* ekcH. 
Total revenues q( the abbeys, £l6i,000. Total muAUr bf 
houses, 370. Revenues, £30,000/ Pole. Lord Herbert. 

^ The statutes 11th H. VIL c 2.~22d H. VIIL cap. 13.— 
27th H. VIIL c 25— were severe against the poor, and the down- 
fall of the monasteries, whose granaries and kitchens had been 
open to them in the time of deaith, >>ran severely felt. What can 
be said m defence of the destruction of 1 10 lM>spitals for the ;uck 
pooTf the most innocent and useful of any charity whatever? 
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the Pilgrimage of Grace. Their object was 
to ireistore the papal power in England. But 
this seemmgly dangerous coalition was soon 
overcome. Zeal encountered zeal, and justice 
armed with power soon suppressed this ill-oon-^ 
certed enterprise. By the king^s command, 
the abbots of Salley, Whalley, Norton, and 
Hexham, were dragged out of their mona$- 
teries, and executed by martial law ! ^ 

There w^e fourteen rdigious at Hexham at 
the dissolution. Those under twenty*-four were 
obliged to turn out; the elder brethren were 
allowed 4(to. a year and a gowo.^ The name 
of the last prior was Edward Say or Jay« Thus 
the bishopric of Hexham ended in the violent 
death of its kst bishop, who, it is supposed, w^s 
drowned on his way to Uomet and the disso- 
lution of the priory was sealed. with the blood 
of its last isuperior^ who was banged at the gates 
of his monastery. * 



^ Coifier, H. p. 132. Life of Cardinal Pde, i. 192- 

J 

^ The abbots and priors> foreseeing the storis, Mised the fines 
for leases very high, and brought the rents low, so that 
thej should have something to support themselves afler the cloud 
should burst. Lord Herbert The translation of the Bible into 
the native tongue naturally induced an expectation of the disso- 
lution of that dreadful tyranny whlch^ under the pretence of 
divine authority, had so long been exercised by some of the most 
depraved of die human race over the xtainds, the bodies^ and the 
fortunes of men. Gregory's Ch. Hist. 

^ The site of the Abbey, the Hospital, and the revenues 
£ 1S£. 1 U. Id. (Dugdale) or £ 138. Ijr. 9d. (Speed) were granted 



to Sir Regiriald Carnaby. 
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CHAP. VII. 

EROif THE REFORMATION IN 1539 TO T»E 

PRESENT TIME. 



Previous to the reformation the manor of 
Hexham was in the hands of the great cardinal 
and afterwards of his successor Holgate. If 
has been asserted that thii^ was one of the 
seventy manors belonging to the see of York, 
which by act of parliament were granted to the 
king. But the fact is, that it came to the crown, 
86 H. VIIL by exchange for other abbey lands 
by agreement between the king and Robert Hol- 
gate, then archbishop, 'i^who retained nothing 
but episcopal jurisdiction. It was sold by the 
crown (21 st Elizabeth) to Sir John Forster, K. 
B. Lord Warden of the middle marches. In 
the 4Sd year of the same reign, it devolved to 
his son Sir John Fen wick, Knight, who pur- 
chased from the Camabies the impropriation 
of the abbey. His grandson Sir John Fen wick, 
Bart, sold it to Sir William Blackett, of New- 
castle, Bart, in the reign of William HI. * 

' Hoigate was deprived bj Queen Maiy, and the archiepbco- 
pal aee offered to.Caidimd Foley who refiised It. Holgate, says 
Pole, availed himself of the new law which allowed him to marry 
' -—and took another man's wife. 

* Sir William Blackett died October 2d, 1705. 
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It descended to Sir Walter Calverly Blackett^ 
Bart, the town's best benefactor. It is now the 
estate and manor of T. R. Be$iumont, Esq. and 
Diana bis wife» being entailed on her offspring. 
The state of society during the carilinalate of 
the great Wolsey may be gathered from the 
following extract : — 

Item. The Duke of l^orfolk, lately Mie kind's lieutenant in 
the north parts, fbr the estkblfshinent of gooKd order in the said 
county pcoddmed'Sefsiont to be holdon and justice to \h done 
aocordiDgly. Whereupon diirers tlite^et inhabiting in the said 
county of Northumberland knowing themselves to be guilty of 
divers monifi>and that the^ haire deserred the punishment of the 
king's laws for the same^ t:noving the liord Dacre to be their good 
lor£->fledihtofl'ejpAaffMAfre»'^herethe said LordD^cre is stew- 
ard. under the moat rereivnd' father in G(^, my Lotd Cardinai 
And oft-times came into the,presence and company of tlie said lord 
he knowing them to be thieves, and that they were iled for such 
felonies as they had committed, did not tier wbukl'not'take them 
and bring them tp justice, but wUfuUir /niffered them,. to. keep 
themselves in the said Hezhamshire, asm sanctuary, to the great 
emboldening of all offenders end <^n proof of -&voirr to theni^ in 
their misdemeanors. 

The said lord ssMth, that to his knoyrledg^ there did no such 
felons resort for suretydnto Hezhamshire as is alleged,.none came 
to his presence being such persons these, no sm^h persons had any 
sufferance or comfort of. him to repair thi^r. At the great ' 
Lede holden there at Midiaelnlas> no ' such things .as are here 
alleged were presented* ^ . ' : ^ ' 

The acts of parliameht from H. Vll. to Eliz- 
to restrict and finally to abrogate the peculiar 
privileges of Hexham have been referred to in 

•' » . . .' . , . . . r, • 

^ Articles of accusation preferred against Lord Dacre, Warden 
of 'Uie <dst:and middle mstthes between iEng^d and Scotland, by 
the inhabilailts of Narlhumbesknd. ■■ Dale moertain '; but betw^eq 
September, 1515/ the date of 'Wolsey 'a acocptann of the red bat^ 
and November 30th, 1530^ the time of Wokey^s death. See 
Hodgson's Hist, of Novth* yol^ .v.; . * ,. 
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the first part of this work. And Elizabeth's 
charter for the school will be found in the 
appendix. 

The inhabitants of thia district, from religious 
and political principle, were ever cordially at- 
tached to the house of Stuart, and at different 
periods suffered in their cause. During the wars 
of the parliament . tbey were all Cavaliers. In 
1640, Sir John Fen wick, of Wallington, was 
expelled the bouse, as was his colleague Henry 
Percy in the following year ; and Sir W. Car- 
naby> who was npiember for Morpeth, shared 
this distinction in 1642. William Fenwick of 
Wallington, however, was knight of the shire 
under Cromwell, but still a royalist. At the 
coming of the Prince of Orange, the inhabitants 
of this district who had sworn to James II. 
refused the oath of allegiance to William and 
Mary. The Forsters of this county, who. came 
into parliament at the convention in 1688, were 
expelled the house as rebels in 1716. 

The rebellion of 1715 was of ruinous conse- 
quence to Hexham. The Earl of Derwentwa^ 
ter was almost adored by the poor of this district. 
His charity, his humility, and his innumerable 
acts of generosity are still dwelt on with rapture 
\fy the children of those who remember his 
goodness. Many of the fathers of the present 
aged inhabitants of Hexham proved their fide- 
lity by sharing his fortunes ; and the scarcely less 
desperate and ill-conducted enterprise of 1745 

c c 
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found partii^dtifi from Hexham. *—iAfter 1745, 
General Wade encatnped at Kingsbaw Green ; 
at once to repress any efforts of the discontented^ 
and to superintend the progress of the great 
military way ftom Newcastle to Carlisle, 

In 1761, on the 9th of March, a meeting of the 
magistrates was held in Hexham for the purpose 
of balloting for the militia, according to the new 
act. This act, ill understood and thoroughly 
detested, excited a furious commotion. 500O 
men^ mostly miners, assembled in Hexham, 
armed with clubs, staves, and even fire-arms, 
determined to oppose the intentions of the ma-^ 
gistracy. A party of the North York militia, 
stationed here, occupied the market-place, and 
against them the fury of the mob was leyeled*. 
With all thetemperanceof discipline, the soldiers 
Heithstood the assaults and endured the insults of 
these. • subterranean savages.' The riot act was 
read without effect ; and impunity encouraging 
insolence, the ruffians proceeded from one out- 
rage to another. They seized the weapons of 
the soldiers, and, presuming on their patience,, 
proceeded even to murder. One officer,* while 
remonstrating with the rioters, was shot dead; a 
private fell at the same instant. This wanton 
abuse of power called for dreadful retribution^ 



^ See the note 6n Dihton in the brief sketch of the neig^hbour- 
hofld of Hexham. 

^ Mr. Joseph Hart, of Darlington.. 
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The magistrates gave the word to fire, and the 
exasperated soldiery poured in a regular and 
destructive volley. 45 were killed, and 800 
desperately ' wounded. ^ Women and children 
were among the sufferers ; for it is an unavoid- 
able consequence of such proceedings, that the 
innocent must suffer with the guilty. But the 
evil did not stop here. The arm of power, once 
raised, crushes when it falls. The country was 
placed under military execution, and dragoons 
^stationed at Hexham, inspiring terror, * skirred 
the country round.' The ringleaders were seized, 
and one was executed j ^ This awful event made 
a deep impression on the ^)habitants of Hex- 
iiam, and several living witnesses of the dread- 
ful tragedy recall its memory with horror. 



^ The fo^owiog table wHI shevr the deasion wiA Which the 
4irder to £re was compUfed with. Of 49 persc^s ^▼erely W9U94^ 
6 were twJoe wounded. 
18' in the thigh or thighs-— compound fracture or muscutar 

woundk 
8 in the arm or arms, scapula fractured, &c-— genesally 
fractures. 

3 <lt 4h^ feg^rr^ ^ .t)ie Jboe— ^in the shouldnrrr^ Viibe 

brea8t*-3 in the f oot- 2 in the back«-2 in the hand— 

1 in the right si^e— 1 iik the abdomen. 

The manuscript iiole ^om wiiiofa tbis is copied oomaina.the 

fiames and places of abode of all the sufferers. These for evident 

reasons are not copied. 

''^ Peter Pattison.was hanged at Morpeth afler the Assizes of 
1761. ft U said that the rope broke during the execution, and 
that Peter exclaimed " laiiocent blood is ill to shed." See Dr. 
Brjpwii's Sermon^ published at Newcastle, and another Sermon on 
the same subject, delivered at Hexham. See also Gentleman's 
Mag. and Newcastle papers ibr Maseh, 1761. 



THE 

HISTORY OF HEXHAM. 



PART HI. 

MISCELLA'yiES. 
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CHAP, L 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 



l^iTHp&TO the attention of the wiit^ has been 
eonfined to the town of Hexham, and, strictly 
speaking, this is the extent of his plan. A 
few occasional notices of the places most worthy 
of remark in the four quarters of the parish 
are scattered over the work ; and a correct list 
of the villages, seats, and farms, which variegate 
the face of the district, is ^ven in the appendix. 
The history of the parishes Allondale and St. 
John Lee, wbidi form part of the territory of 
St. Wilfrid, is one with that of Hexham. 
They are parts of the same manor, and subject 
to the same lord, and eyen so they have con- 
tinued for nearly 1200 years., 
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In this brief sketch of the' neighbourhood^ 
the reader will extend his view over part of 
the adjdinmg parishes, Corbridge and War^ien; 
and thus an extensive circle > will be imtnedi'^ 
ately under bis eye, containing many objects 
siTigularly curious afid particularly interesting. 
Among its antiquities, the British station called 
the Cafitle-hill of Wiarden, as far as we are 
aware, has never yet been described. It is a 
Urge circulaf: camp, 76 yards in dianieter, and 
has been' walled found with a rampart of stone. 
The ditch is very perfect, particularly on the 
north ; within the area retaains of buildings 
are distinctly traceable* The South Tyne foi:ms 
a deep vale at some distance from the correspond^ 
ing side of the hill. The situation is command^ 
ing, and no other bill overlooks it within any 
dangerous degree of neighbourhood. - It com^ 
mands an extensive view up' both the* Tynes, 
down their united stream fkr below Corbridge, 
including a large portion of the Roman Wall, 
with Hexham and its fell and forest. It appears 
connected with the Hanging Shaw mentioned 
by Wallis, ii. p. 70. and the Mote-law near 
Hallington. Beaut Eng. and Wales, 167. 

British funeral monumeuts, of a rude (brm, 
in which are deposited urns containing ashes, 
have been liigged up near Walwick, at Stag- 
shawbank, arid at West Matfen. That wonden- 
fill monument of power and perseverance, the 
Roman Wall, orosses o«ir imaginary cirde, 
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and 13 io some places still so perfect as to con- 
vey an accurate idea of its original grandeur. 
Its deep ditch cut .throjugh the Mving rock, its 
svreeping line stretching away over hills and 
crags, dropping into vales, anid i^t^seeting 
marshes, in a manner equally wonderful, and 
Lnstrudttve, may sjtill he traced with consider- 
able aocuracy. Its gKand accompaniments of 
military ways, stations, and forts, the former 
through numerous ages useful, and the latter 
full of inte^rest to the historian, the antiquary, 
and the philosopher, still impress u$ yrith ideas 
of their pristine magnitude, the jterrors they 
inspired, and the conquests to which they were 
accessory. All these interesting remains have 
been fully inveistigated by more able writers, 
and it is her^ oialy necessary ito glance at them 
in distant connexion with<^ur subj^^ct 

Over )this whole district, partieukdy at fCor- 
bridge and Walwick Chesters, a profusion of 
curious reoaains arrest the attention of the tra« 
veller. Urns are daily digged .up, coins founds or 
some memorial of a distant age and a strange 
people call on us to contrast the rude but native 
grandeur of our ancestors with the refinem^it 
of their conquerors ; and teach vus the important 
lesson that we, in our tj^rn conqueror^ and en- 
slavers, should use our be&it endeavours to alle- 
viate the horrors. of war and the evils which our 
avarice .and ambition pour upon our suligugated 
^low-n;ie«. Withw our qijrcle, two JEloQ\an 
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bridges crossed the Tyne, one at Corbridge, 
and the bridge at Walwick Chesters, the place 
of which is supplied by that at Chollerforf^ 
So that the bridge of Hexham is the otily 
addition made in this necessary connecting 
medium since the days of the Romans. The 
following extract contains several interesting 
particulars connected with this subject. 

The want of a bridge was long and severely felt at Hexham. 
The east and west boats poorly supplied its place ; for, when they 
were most necessary, they were useless. Numbers of invaluable 
lives were lost, and the trade of Hexham suffered severely. In 
the reign of William III. the inhabitants petitioned their patron 
Sir John Fenwick^ Bart, concerning serious disadvantages occa« 
sioned by the want of a bridge. On the 15th of October^ 176Ty 
the foundation stone of a bridge was laid by Sir Walter Calverly 
Blackett» Bart Part of the foundations still remain uninjured. 
It stood nearly opposite to the gate of the 'Spital, was built by 
a Mr. Golt^ and consisted of seven arches. It was finished in 
1770« and in the great flood of 1771> it was swept away 1 It was 
standing in the evening, and .i^as totally demolished .next morn« 
ing ! From the best accounts it appears to have been lifted for 
wafU of height in the arches. In that dreadful flood eight bridges 
shared the fate of that at Hexham I aqd the only one that with- 
stood the shock was that of Corbridge^ owing partly to its Roman 
foundation and partly to the wide field the water had to pass it at 
its southern end. A letter from Hexham, dated Nov. 21st, says 
that " whole acres of ground, houses and families, are swept away, 
and lie buried in the mighty ruins."— •The melancholy fate of the 
family at the Ovingham boat-house wiU be long remembered. 
The river rose 7 or 8 feet on the maui floor of a new and lieautiful 
house at By well : at Hexham it was highest, rinng six feet above 
the flood of 176S> and '^ was swelled to a degree of vblence far 
exceeding any thing before experienced, handed down by tradition, 
or even imagined.'* Sir William Blackett, rather than attempt to 
rebuild the bridge, forfeited his bond of £ 3000, generously giv- 
ing up the penalty in which the workmen were bound to him. 

In 1774 a second bridge was attempted, fifty yards westward 
of the late bridge, on Mr. Wooler's plan of piles below the piers. 
But this was soon abandoned, on discovering that the soil on 
both sides beneath the gravel was a quicksand with no more 
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rMittahoe tliail chaff. The plsa of biyl^ng a solid watlfat the 
foundations pf a bridge was likewise abandoned. 

In 1777^ Mr. Smeaton's bridge 'was built on Batters d'eaux 
and caissons. Wbtte biiildiag> its piers were washed away bjr the 
flood of 1778. Being finished^ it stood ieveral floods, and in 
January 1781 was viewed by Mr. Smeaton the architect and the 
magistrates. It was highly commended, and " even the OiiU" 
gate people ceased their visits, who had constantly come to inspect 
the bridge after every flood, in hopes of witnessing its down fall. 

On Sunday evening, March 10th, 1782, there was a fall of 
snow a foot deep on the level ground, followed by a violent bur* 
ricane. The snow was saturated with rain, and extended like one 
immense reservoir. The face of the country is steep, the rivers 
rise suddenly, consolidating the junction of the Tynes, and there is 
no considerable flat to spend themselves upon. The wind was 
very high from the west following the course of the river. On 
Monday . morning, Mr. Donkin of Sandhoe ( Mr. Errington's 
bailiff, on whose responsibility the bridge was built) percetvhig an 
extraordinary flood, came down to the bridge-— the water was 
running with a velocity of 1000 feet in a minute ! Mr. Donkin's 
son, with some workmen, crossed to the south side to examine 
the state of the bridge. They had scarcely returned with the 
re|H>rt "AUsqfe" when Mr. Donkin to his great surprise per- 
ceived some particles of lime flying from the fourth arch like 
chaff. He pointed his observations to that place only. The lime 
continued to fall, increasing in size and quantity for the space of 
a minute ; soon after he perceived a crack across the bend of the 
arch towards the upper side of the bridge, it gradtiaHy widened, 
the plain part of the spandrel between the third and fourth arch 
shook — the splinters increased— -in a minute more it gave way — 
the two arches and a pier fell together, in half an hour the whole 
bridge was ' destroyed J only two arches remaining whole, and 
those fell in the evening. 

This bridge consisted of nine arches, and was called Mr. Erring- 
ton's bridge. £ 3000 were obtained from the materiah of the 
former bridge and £ 5700 more were furnished by the county. 
Notwithstanding all these misfortunes, a fourth attempt was made 
to build the bridge under the direction of Mr. Mylne, and it nbw 
stands to attest the propriety of perseverance, and we hope it will 
long stand a blessing to the neighbourhood and a contrast to the 
misfortunes of its predecessors. 

Smeatonls Memorial, (no date). Brief reply to ditto. MylneV 
Report, April, 1 783. 'Mr. Errington's Paper to the Magistrates, 
Assizes, 1783. Thomson's Newcastle Journal, Nov. l6th, 1771. 
Account of the flood, 1771 • Mylne's Letter to the Clerk of the 
Peace, 1784i> and several MS. notes. 
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The abbey of BlsHichland presents a beautiful 
group of ruins. ^ There are no remains of the 
monastery at Corbridge.* The chapel of St. 
Oswald's, ^ that of St. John Lee/ and the cross 
between Walwick Chesters and the Grange^ 
were sacred places visited annually by the 

• 

^ The Abbey of Blanckland stands in a narrow green valley 
surrounded by moors and morasses, and about two miles fVom the 
river Derwent and nine and a half miles s. s. from Hexham. 
It was founded in II 65 fojr Premonstratensian Canons. At the 
dissolution it became the property of the Hamburgh Forsters^ and 
was left by Lord Crewe to charitable used. Its revenues at the 
suppression were valued by Speed at £ 44. Qs, Id. Part of the 
church is fitted up for the use of the parish, and contains some 
old gravestones. '* Other religious edifices are built in warm and 
sheltered situations. Poverty for ages past has reigned here. 
This is indeed the realm of mortification." 

' Corbridge, Near Uiis town is the site of the Roman station 
stiU called Corchester. The Roman bridge^ immense numbers of 
coins, a very curious silver plated several altars, particularly two 
with Greek inscriptions, have made Corbridge well known to the 
antiquary. The church is ancient, dedicated to St. Andrew, and 
contains the curious inscription, " Here lies in Earth, Hugh, the 
son of Aslin,'* The town is considerable, but irregularly built. 
It was anciently a borough^ and returned members to parliament ; 
but the privilege was found too expensive to be continued. In the 
reign of £d. L it came to the crown by the surrender of Roger Ck- 
vering, and £d. HI. gave it to the Percies. It has an annual fair 
and a weekly market. The popuktioo is about 1400. The living 
is a vicarage. The bridge is of seven arcbes, and was built in 1 674^ 

^ Si, Owal^g stands on a bold situation^ above Chollerford 
bridge. In a field near it sculls of men and hilts of swords have 
been frequently ploughed up. A silver coin of St. Oswald was 
found on repairing the chajjel. A defaced Roman altar stands 
in the churchyard. St. Oswald's is distinguished as the spot on 
which that royal martyr first raised the standard of the cross and 
overcame the British chief Cedwallo. Hence its vicintly retains 
the name of Heavenfield, 

* St. John Lee, The parish church is picturesquely situated 
opposite to Hexham. It is dedicated to St. John of Beverley. 
See p. 189. 

D D 
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monks of Hexhaoi in high {nrocession, and held 
very venerable- Miracles attested the sanctity 
of each. At Ovingham ^ the ruins of a religious 
cell, endowed for three black canons and appro-r 
priated to Hexham, are still visible. 

The castles of Prudhoe,* Chipchase,^ Ayden,*^ 
Langley, * and Haughton ; ^ the towers of Fen- 

^ Ovingham, Tbe cell was founded by one of the Umfrerillesy^ 
Barons of Prudhoe. Speed ralnes it at £ IS. a year. The town 
had a royal charter for a market, and was gOTemed by a bailiff. 

6 Prudhoe Casile was given to the Umfrevillea by the Conqueror, 
with whom they came. It was gallantly defended against Wil- 
liam, king of Scotland, and also against tlie Scotch army in 1244.. 
The T^jlboys, who succeeded the Umfreyilles as lords of Prud- 
hoe, forfeited it at the battle of Hexham ; and the crown gave it 
to the first Earl of Northumberland. It is a noble ruin, and 
bears incontestible marks of high antiquity. 

"^ Chipchass Castle. Part of the ancient castle still remains.. 
It was repaired in l6Sl, and rebuilt within these &w years. It» 
situation is beautiful, the building noble, the grounds tasteful, and 
the scenery around it of the richest and most enchanting kind. 
{t contains some fine pictures. The Umfrevilles, Herons, All- 
goods, and Reeds, have been its successive proprietors. 

^ Ajfden Castle stands on the west side of a deep dell, and 
appeairs to have been a place of great size and strength. The 
he^e89 of the last Ayden of Ayden was married by £d. I. to 
Peter de Wallis. 

^ Langley Castle, the most perfect remain of feudal grandeur 
in the county of Northumberland^ stands on the south side of 
the Tyne^ near Haydon Bridge. Its form resembles the letter 
H. The angular turrets are 66 feet high and the walls 7 feet thick* 
The whole of the inside is red with marks of fire, but the stone 
of which the castle is built is still remarkably fresh. Its posses- 
sors were by an extraordinary series pf female heirs, successively 
the Tynedales, Boltebies, Lucies, Umfrevilles^ Percies^ and Rat- 
cliffes. By the attainder of the amiai)le biit unfortunate Earl o€. 
Derwentwater, it became the property of Greenwich Hospital. 

1 Haughlon Castle^ ,lhe seat of W, Smith, Esq. is ancient, 
extensive, and immensely strong, standing proudly on the southern 
bank of North Tyne. It belonged to the Swinburnes in 1326, and 
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wick, - Hal ton, ^ and By well ;* the halls of Wal- 
wick, ^ Beaufront, ® and Dilston ; ^ the villas of 



to the Widdringtons in 1567' Near it is the beautiful village of 
Humshaugh, and the scener j around it is particularly interesting 
and beautiful. 

' Fenwick Tower, in the parish of Stamfordham, was long the 
seat of the ancient familj of Fenwick. 

^ HaXUm Toner ^ the seat of the Hidtons, then of the Cama- 
bies, and lastly of the Blacketts. It is a strong old seat, with 
turrets at its four corners, and commands a good prospect. An 
ancient sword of the Carnabies, 64 inches long, is preserved at 
Halton, which is the site of the Roman station Hannum. 

^ BymelL The smiths of By well supplied the border r6bbers 
with the weapons of their dangerous trade. The barony was held 
by Hugh de Baliol^ in the time of William Rufus. In the reign 
of Richard II. it came to the Nevils, afterwards Earls of West- 
moreland, who forfeited it in 1571* It was purchased by the 
Fenwicks. The situation on the Tyne is beautiful. The woody 
banks of the river, the waterfall, the castle, and the two churches, 
all within a narrow compass, group agreeably togethter. 

^ Walnnck is a beautiful modem building within the station at 
Cilurnum, the foot of which slopes gently to the north Tyne. 
The ruins of a Roman bridge are beneath it. The prospects all 
^own the river are enchanting. 

^ Beaufront^ long the seat of the Errington family, is an elegant 
mansion, standing in a commanding yet sheltered situation on 
the northern bank of Tyne, about two miles below Hezliam. 
¥eyt places make a finer appearance or enjoy a wider «r more 
cultivated prospect than this. 

'^ DiUioH stands as conspicuously on the opposite dide of the 
Tyne; and it is said that the inhabitants of the two Halls were 
wont to inform each other -of .any Important news by the use of a 
speaking tnimpet. This is more prdbaUe than the trumpet of the 
Roman WalL The lamily of Devilstone resided here fh>m the 
conquest to the reign of Henry III. They were succeeded by the 
Tindales, Crasters, Claxtons, and RatclifFes. The last Earl of 
Derwentwater, the amiable and unfortunate James, died on the 
scaffold. His estates were forfeited, and bestowed on Greenwich 
Hospital. The estate in Hezhamshire contains 1914 acres of 
cultivated ground, and the Coastley and West wood estates amount 
to 1 6S 1 acres. The rent-roll of the Derwentwater estates amount- 
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'Spital,* Hermitage,^ and Brunton;^ and many 
other beautiful seats, afford variety of prospects 
and intensity of interest to the vicinity of Hex- 
ham. But its chief claim to the notice of the 
traveller, is the natural beauty of its scenery. 

ed to £ 6S72. No greater misfortune could befall the neigh- 
bourhood of Hexliam than the loss of their best benefactor, to 
which title the Earl had a legitimate claim. His memory is still 
held sacred, and the old inhabitants tell numberless tales in favour 
of his benevolent nature. This want of such a powerful and 
generous patron is sorelj felt in Hexham at the present day. 
The last heir of Dilston trode in the footsteps of his predecessor, 
and, joining the rebellion of IJ^iSy met with a similar fate. The 
following is a literal copy of his last letter, written the night 
before his death. It has never, as far as we are aware, been 
published. 

Copy of an authentic paper written by Colonel RadclifFe, under 
the title of Earl of Derwentwater, the day before he suffered on 
Tower Hill«^o his wife the Rt Hon. the Countess of Newbrough. 

From the Tower, the 7th Dec, 1746. 
The best of Friends takes his leave of you. He has made hia 
will, he is resigned. Tomorrow is the day. Love his memory 
let his friends join with you in prayer. 'Tis no misfortune to die 
prepared. Let's love our enemies and pray for them ; let my sons 
be men 'like me ; let my daughters be virtuous women like you : 
My blessing to them all ; My kind love to Fanny that other ten- 
der mother of ray dear children. Adieu, Dear Friend. 

Derwentwater. 

^ 'JSpUal, the elegant seat of — Kirsopp, Esq. founded on the 
«ite of St. Gileses Hospital, see p. 19* It forms a pleasing object 
in several views. 

^ Hermitage* Hamesfaalgh, very probably St. John's Anchoret- 
«ge« Naturie and art have united their efforts here to charm. In 
1724 it belonged to John Coats<w9rth, Esq. from whom it passed 
by will to James Jurin» Esq. son of the learned editor of Vare- 
jiius, &c. It was lately the seat of James Hunter, Esq* and is 
now the property of L. Allgood, Esq. of Nun wick. 

1 Britnion, the seat of H. Tulip, Esq. occupies a fine situa- 
tion above Cbollerford bridge, enjoys a fine prospect, and forms a 
ueble feature in the view from several points. 



C. i. THE NEIOHBOUKHOOD. 218 

The view from the '^pnesVs seaU' over thef 
silent dell of Warden, up the spreading arms of 
the rivers, and down the majestic fulness of 
their united force, is extremely varied and 
beautiful. All along the south bank of the 
river looking towards the Hermitage, St. John 
Lee, Beaufiront, &c. delightful prospects conti- 
nually present themselves. From the woods 
of Beaufront, from Dilston, from gardens on the 
Hall Stile Bank, and from the side of the hill 
beneath the Duke's House, four prospects are 
attainable, that are rarely equaled, and scarcely 
to be excelled. The Devil's water along its 
whole course presents a series of miniature 
landscapes extremely interesting, partioulariy 
near the Thief's Hole, by the bridge at SwaU 
lowship, and near the Queen's Cave, as well as 
at the distinguished Nunbrough, which, al- 
though far from deserving the elevated enco- 
mium of Mr. Hutchinson, is still a very curious 
and interesting scene, possessing beauty Plough 
to repay the travel of the most fastidious visitor. 
The natural productions of this extensive 
district are of course extremely varied. The 
Devil's water is the chief of many streams that 
• within this district flow into the Tyne. The 
rivulets are bold and rapid, and possess the 
usual properties of mountain streams. The in- 
habitants of the waters are salmon, salmon-trout, 
common trout, aller trout, and rackrider, in the 
rivers and streams ; the chub occasionallv in 



214 HrS1*OKY OP HEXHAM. P. HI. 

Tytie ; the smelt and eel common : and in Brom- 
ley, Haly.pike, Greenly, and Grunden lakes, 
the perch and roach are taken. At Swallowship 
is a spring formerly esteemed medicinal ; but it 
is now either ineffectual or unfashionable. St. 
Mary's Well, at Newbrough, has the superior 
virtue of a£fording a constant supply of cool, 
clear, and delightM water. 

The invaluable minerals coal and lime abound . 
Lead mines, ' extremely productive and yield- 
ing considerable quantities of silver, are fre- 
quent in the territory of Hexhamshire. We 
have marbles at Dilston and Corbridge; fine 
freestone at Acome ; ragstone at Prudhoe ; and 
brown slate at Bay-bridge. Pine whetstones 
are found at Settling-stones; elegant marmo- 
rites at Four-stones; agates and bloodstones 
near Chollerford bridge, and occasional nodules 
of purple and green porphyry. A fine black 
earthen ware was made from a brown clayey 
earth at Acome Pell ; and the yellow clay of 
Hexham Fell has supplied the place of Dutch 
oker. Several curious fossils have occasionally 
been discovered. (See p^ i. p. IS. note *•) The 
limestone beneath Dilston bridge teems with 

^:Lead, 1 1,250 tons of lead are supposed to be yearly pro- 
duced by the Derwent mines and those of Allendale, ^ yielding 
twenty- two ounces of silver to the fodder of lead. In a field 
called North Banks and in several places along the Rowley Bum 
are heaps of metallic scoria^ refuse of lead. They are remains of a 
very ancient mode of smelting^ and are proviiicially termed Bale* 
HUU. 
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the dubious remains of a former state of nature, 
so interesting to the geologist. Petrified rushes, 
fossil vermes, vegetable impressions, and vari- 
eties of fossil shells, are very frequent ; and a 
collection of occa6i(»ial discoveries, without sci- 
entific research or arrangement, preserved by- 
Mr. Lumley of Corbridge, shews a variety and 
a selection that must interest and amuse the 
mineralogist. Of the most curious vegetable 
productions within our district, a }ist will be 
found in the appendix. Thp crags of Devils 
water abound virith the remains of venerable 
oaks, *' whose antique roots peep out upon the 
brpol^ that brawls along this wood." In former 
times the whole extent of country from Hexham 
to Tynemouth wii* one woodf and many carious 
vestiges of this immense forest still remain. 

The rare bird, the white stork, was killed 
at ChoUerford; but was not preserved. The 
beautiful king-fisher, the lesser spotted wood- 
pecker, and a little singing bird called the 
siskin, are all that we can boast of to interest 
the ornith(dogist. 

Even without the benefit of the proposed 
canals which was to connect Hexham with the 
shores of the island both on the east and west, 
few places possess greater advantages. And the 
bounties of nature are perhaps no where more 
plentifully poured around, and no where less 
opposed by counteracting evils than in this 
delightful neighbourhood. 
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CHAP. II. 

BIQ6HAPHIGAL SKETCHES^ 



JOHN TWEDDELL 

Was the eldest son of Francis Tweddell, Esq. 
of Threepwood, near Hexham, where he wai^ 
bom on June 1st, 1769. His father was an in- 
telligent magistrate, and his motha* a mo»t 
elegant and accomplished woman, who devoted 
herself to the cultivation of the opening mind 
of her son. He was educated successivdy un- 
der the Rev. Matthew Raine (father of Dr. 
Raine of the Charter House) and Dr. Samuel 
Parr, who prepared him at an early age for the 
university. He was matriculated of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where in 1788 he gained 
all the three medals of Sir William Brown, and 
next year he gained two of the three. In 1790 
he took his bachelor's degree, and gained one of 
the chancellor's prize medals. The following 
year he obtained one of the members* prizes as 
a middle bachelor. In 1791, he was entered a 
student of the temple, and in 1792 was chosen a 
fellow of his college. This year too he obtained 
one of the members' prizes as senior bachelor. 
During each year he had delivered publie ora- 
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tions with the greatest distinction. All these 
academical exercises were, in 1794, collected 
and published at the request of Mr. Tweddell's 
fHends, under the title of '^ Proltmones Jwoeniles 
prcemiis Academicis JDignato,*' which are wdl 
known to every classical reader^ and as univer* 
sally admired. 

The laborious study of the law, however, did 
not suit the splendid talents and praise-excited 
imagination of the highly-gifted Tweddell. He 
htiA turned his attention Co political economy ; 
and, to prepare himsdf for diplomatic employ- 
ment, obtained his father's leave to travek In 
1795, Mr. Tweddell, accompanied by Mr. Webb,, 
a gentleman of fortune, began his tour^ At 
Hamburgh he remained three months^ applying 
sedulously to the study of the French and Ger-- 
man languages, the princifdes of commerce, and 
the rudiments of drawing. From Hamburgh 
he proceeded to Berlin, was distinguished by 
the British ambassador. Lord Elgin, pressed 
with invitations from the great and noble, and 
caressed by the court. It was the season of the 
carnival ; but pleasure could not draw our 
traveller from his studies, and his favourite 
relaxation while at Berlin appears to have been 
the* conversation of an elegant, accomplished,, 
witty, and interesting female, the Marquise de 
Nadaillac, a woman who was capable of appre- 
ciating bis value, and therefore worthy of his 
friendsliip. At Vienna too the influence of 

£ £ 
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fefined female society seems to have peesessed 
the greatest chaitn for him, and hia. cajQ$t inti- 
mate acquamtehce- wa& the aceompliiahed X^iit- 
chess de Guise. He traTecsed the whpl^ of 
Switzerland like a philosopher^ a painter^ axid a 
poet, mfoot, and alone, for his plan had frighir 
ened his companion. Here his friends^, wei^ 
the distinguished Lavaiter^ the venerable Neither,, 
and his very celebrated daiightec*--'Mad$me, 4? 
Stael. The old statesman^ wa$ delighted wi^h 
our traveller, and declared that ^ nothing h94 
interested him so much for many years.'" It i^ 
needless to add, that de Stael was not behind 
her father in approbation ; and Tweddell s^ya of 
her that ** she had more wit than any m^n.or 
woman he ever saw." 

After some time spent with Count Runok 
ford^ he passed inta the Ukraine, and,' became 
an inmate of the Comtesse P^tausikaw , H#t^ 
he met his old friends, the Duke d? EoUgnftp 
and family; and cultivated the friendship. <rf" 
Marshal Suwarrow and the Count de. Chpi- 
senl. ' From Tuleayn he proceeded, Mar((h 
27th, 1797, to Moscow, whene he: witnessed' t)ie 
coronation of the Emperor, experienced} t)|^ 
particular friendship of Sir Charles afterw^M^ 
Lord Whitworth ; and he was introduced to thp- 
unfortunate Stanislaus, the last king of Folft^d- 
He proceeded to Moscow, and under the influ- 
ence of an unquiet mind, probably the oons^ 
quence of ill health, travelled into Sweden, by 
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iPiniand, and acroi^ th& gulf of JBi»thma. He 
Yetttrned to t^t^r&burgh, then passed into tfaie 
Crim^i; and vMtfed his friend the Duke of 
PeligQac at Woitdoka. In 17d8^ H^ trarers^ 
the €t>tiiitlryi acquired ttife khgna^ of mo- 
dern 6i?6ec^ «hd it h^ went to Con^jtahtiribpte; 
#bei« hfe ^^raiained a long time biisilj em- 
ployed ih making observations^ acqnainting 
Mms^ whh facts, afid edUeoting drawings ahd 
observations to illustrate the scenery 6f that 
int^i^ing Mttilti^, atid the cfearabtc^ and nidn- 
nei^ 0( its tdibgukr inhabitants. 

I^l^ift Cbhstiufitinoplei he proceeded to Athens, 
wher^ he arrived l)ec. S9th^ mA iftitnedkitety 
^m|)l0yed himself ih prbeti ri% the llb^ati(A« of 
the French traveller Fautel, in a nlfSintie^ bIgMy 
hohourable u> biiJ cfaaraeter. And het^ he fell 
a aaerUice to his exertichi ; nbi hoi^etet^ till be 
liad^ ac<][uked an immense stock of m^st if^alicr^^ 
ififormaition ; Hbt till after he had vi^ed PlAt^ea, 
Thebes, Ltvadea, Charoneaj ThetttK^fai^ Li^tf- 
nica^ and Larit^a; not till he hsid inidtf afii 
eiteilrsieh to Moiiht Athos. On bis r^tifm to 
AtheiiS in tte middle of July, he was attacked 
by spasms in the chest, with a laborious respira- 
tion. The fatigue c^ his tour in the heat of the 
dog-days brought on a fever, which, with the 
rupture qf a blood vessel^ carried him off, to the 
poignant grief of his friends and the regret of 
the learned world. Li the afternoon of July 
,25th, 17995 he died in the arms of M. Fauvel, 
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and was buried in the midst of t\f^ tem^e of 
Tkeseus^ in a manner .that shewed the impres- 
sion his charaeter had made on his Athenian 
friends. The 0>mmandimt's guard ]^y his 
express order attended the funeral procession^ 
and fired three volleys of mud:etry — '\ ah ho^ 
nour which is unprecedented." A beautiful 
Greek epitaph, ^ writtwi by the Rev. Mr. Wal- 
pole, was inscribed on a slab of marble which 
covers his remains. 

Extensive learning was not his only distin* 
guishing characteristic. It was softaied 1^ the 
gentleness of his dispositum and the urlmnity 
of his manners, and elevated by the sptendoar 
of his genius, the strength of his mind, and the 
aimplicity and manly sincmty of his chai^ter. 
Time and experience wrought a change on his 
leEigious and political tenets. At college, se* 
duced by example and the fashion, he had 
acquired modes of thinking, which enlarged 
knowledge^ and the practical lesson of the 
French revolution, turned into a new chan- 
nel ; and his extraordinary mind, freed from the 
trammels of theories more beautiful in ^co^tem- 

'^ Tranglafion of the epitaph :— • 

Sleep'st thou among the dead? then liast thou cull'd 
In vain fair learning'^ dowers ; the muse in vain 
Smil'd on thy youth. Yet but thy mortal mould 
Hides this dark tomb : thy soul the heavens contain. 
To'USf who now, our friendship to record. 
O'er thee, pale friend, the tears of memory shed, 
^weet solace 'tis, that here thy bones are stored-— 
That dust Atheoian stcews a Bdton'a head. 
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plation than pQssible^iiii. practice, acknowledged 
the simple' truths 4of iiexdisitioiH and percdyed 
the val^e of xatiomd foeedom, •■ built on the wis* 
dom of f|g03, -preserve bj order/ and protl?0ted 
by the laws. His indilatiy was . indefatigable; 
his Gttriosit3r;0iiqueileh Able, his rectitude of 
Ima^uialfioni his love^of truths ^Hhe lofty ii^e- 
pend^ttc^ of bis i^riti'and the spotless integrity 
of bis 'heart,'* all shewed that he was pre* 
eminently formed, to be a learned trayt^erj 
And the learned world will long regret that 
the invaluable fruits of those labours to which 
his life was sacrificed, and those studies in the 
prosecution of which his powers were exhausted, 
should have been totcUly hH by tiieculpabte 
n^igence of the persona to whose care- they 
were assigned, or rather of the person who 
assumed a right ta dispose cf them. * 



JOSEPH RICHARDSON 

Was born at He:^ham. In 1774 he entered 
St. John's College, Cambridge, whence he re- 
moved to;,the middle temple, and was called to 
the bar. He was brought into parliament by 
the Duke of Northumberland, but did not 
make any distinguished figure as a senator or 

* See more on thi* sulject in the New Moo. Mag. 1815. No. 
^0^ vol. ir. p. ISl. and in the Tolume of his remains with abi^ra- 
f faical memoir published in 18 1 5. See also Watkins's Biog. Diet 
1821. Sd Edit. 
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as a bomsto-. Ke tmt the asuthor of «' the 
FttgitiTC^" a CoiMdy, performed with (K>me 
«»coeflt» '^ P^dbotionary Odte for the Laut^^at^ 
dup^" end mme other satireB oiii public di8ra&. 
t^«^ These were popular when publii^hed. 

The Duke of Korthiunberhmd adralii»d hfaaoi 
mdnty to purehase a share in Driiiy^l^no 
Thtatm^ which pioved the rain of Riehardton 
and his famUy* He died suddenly in ibofty 
leaving a widow and four daughters. ^ 



JOHN. 

Jobxk of HcQihaiti wsto bttm here^ and rose fifom a 
mobk to be prior of the mcHitoteryj Distin^ 
(jpiished for leatnibg and eloquelftoe^ be taught 
divinity and phfiosopby^ was mUd^ affaU^ and 
unassuming ; but rigid to punish fitults in his 
pupils. His favourite studies were history and 
antiquities,^ which he cultivated with know- 
ledge and research. He ^vrote a continuation 
of the History of Simeon of Durham* l>eg^nning 
9th H. It. and ending Ist Bich. I. comprising 
twenty-five years ; tibie Scotch wars, sermons^ 
he particularly a treatise on signs and comets. 
He was contemporary with Prior Richard. ® 

^ Wfstkfaii^ ISO?. Wiitk/IStl. Cheslt Mag. ISOS, ^^ 

. /r See Babeui, Cent f. Script, 31. Pit9eu9» A<^ 12. S6L 
Votiiuft> &c ice. 
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RICHARD 

Was the pupil and successor of John. He 
wrote accurately of the afiairs of England in 
the actions of King Stephen and King Henry 
II. — the War of the Standard — a short Chron. 
from Adam to Henry the Enlperor— «nd De 
Statik et E^iscopis Haguirt^^«9is EodeOlBa, 
the work so frequently qjaoted in the comrs^ 
of this hlstofy. He died, and was buried- in 
his njonastery,;i,lM ^ :. 



■w 



Gborg£ RiTscHfijLr See p. 98. The Cele- 
brated Dr. JtTRiN was a long time possessor of 
the Hermitagie., Joui^ Bate, an ecclesiastic^ 
was born n^r Hestham in the reign of £d« HE 
BbyaN: Walton» D. D. resided at Hexham 
about 1 600; And the learned Stackhouse* Wa$ 
one of the Masters of the Grammar ScJiooiL 



7 Ba]«usi Cent. 8. Script 32. Bitsfeus. Act 12. ScrijSt. 262. 
Yosslus 4e lU&U Lat, 1. 11. cap. 52. Beauty Eng.and. Wi^e^ 
1^. Selijlffn fSe Scriptoribu*. Bfigsx Twjjdeo in pre£ De^o». 
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THE SCHOOL. 

CImtter of l^ejrliam ^rammar^^clKioU 

EUxitodi £M gntia Aagut Fraade et Ifibernke Bcgiiiav 
Fidei Defensor, Sec 

Omnibus ad quoi presentei lilere perremrent Salatem, cuni 
dilecti Snbdicti tioitri IiAabitantes infra VtHam et Par«cfa' de 
Hexham in comltatu nottro Northnmbx^ pio zelo moti propter 
tummam ergo patriam charitatem eC ad bonat literas promorend^ 
•Ingulare studium et preclpue ad Dei optimi mazime gloriam et 
jurentutis ejusdem Tille et Faroch' et al' tHI' prope a^jacen' 
inatructionem et eruditionera> quam maxime cupiunt et desiderant 
quandam Scholam Grammatical' infra eadem Villam^ et Faroch*' 
de Hexham conatruere et edificare* Necnop quasdam tema 
tenementa redditus annuitates et al' possession' ad supportation* 
em et maintentionetti ^usdem Schols Grammaticalhi, dare, con* 
oedere, et conveiare. Ob eamque causam. nobia humiUima 
supplicaverunt quatenus nos regulem nostram llcentiam et con^ 
cessioQem in ea parte gratiose exhibere et impartire dignaremui^ 
Sciatis quod nos pro ea cura quam de juTentute regni n'ri' pi« et 
liberaliter instituend' singularem habemus proque sum'a benevo* 
lentia qua bonas literas ad percipiend" collendamque vtrtutem et 
religionem plurimum a^jurentes ac optimanim artium studia atu* 
diosque prosequimur huic pie petitione gratiose de gratia nos* 
tra Spi'ali ac ex certa sdentia et mero motu nostris pro nobia 
heredibus, &c. concedtmus et ordinamus quod de cetero imp'p-iti 
-sit et erit una Schola Grammaticalis in Hexham predict* iax. 
pro educato'e, &c. perpetids iuturis temporibus durftntor. ..Qoe 
erit et vocabitur Libera Schola Grammaticalis Regime ElizabeUue 
in Hexham, &c. Erigimus, creamus, fundarous et stabilimus 
firmiter per pr^sentes et quod Scbola ilia de cetero sit et erit 
aut esse possit de uno Magistrio sire Pedagogo et de uno Sul^>e* 
dagogo sive Hippodidascolo, &c. 

Et ut intentio ac propositum hoc inum meliorem firmioremque 
sodatum eiTectim, atque ut bona, catalla, terr' tenementa, reditus> 
rerersiones, et hereditamenta ad sustentam, &c melius guber* 
nentur, tractentur, regantur, &c. pro perpetua, &c Volumus, 
&c. pro nobis, &c. quod de cetero sint et erint in perpetuum du- 
odedm discreti et probi homines de parochia de Hexham predicts 
juxta ordina'em in his Uteris n'rs patentibus, &c« Vocabun* 
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cur Qubematores Mvx\ ppaSf^sionu^i et.reFejrsionum libers scbolae 
gmRiiiifitJp«lia Regioie Elizabeths in Hexbap in com' North' et 
«d muaaretrofficiiim predict' bene et fideHter excercend' et occu-^ 
ptttid'y Soe^' EUgimuiii; && .dilecti nobis Johanaem Ridley de 
Costeley vafyn- diet' Pan>^' de Hexham gen^osuiii^ Gabrielem 
Bknkimoppe i^ Outdjtidg'^ lufra eandeifa.par.ocb'^ &c. Phi]ip|>um 
T^irlw^ de Oy^ayrdley> &c Joh'em.Swynburae de Blackball 
irifra»!&e<.Bobt'aiiCarr, Rem Gibsoo, Joh' Sparke> PetruiQ Bel), 
EdWardum GibtfoQb.GilbectuiD Robson> Rpb'tum Jackson et Tbo- 
mam Liddell de Hexham predict', yeomen fore et esse primes et 
modern' GruberttiM^les possessionum^ &c diets libene schols, &e. 
ia^ 4dc. In, &»» eirylteziMs de ampliora gratia, &c. Volumus pro^ 
&G, lideni Gnb^rniukpres.et successores sui de cetero in perpetuum 
Slot et erinit .uniim corpus eorporatum et politicum de se> in re, facto 
et nomine, per nomen Gubematores ter' possess', &c. de, &c. in, 
&C. incorporamus, &c. pro nobis, &c. Volumus etiam et pro, &c. 
et per presentes concedinius prefatis Gobernatoribus, &e. quod ipsi 
de cetero babeant in perpetuum commune si^um ad negotia sua, 
&€. Guberna^or sit et erit idoneam personam timens Deum ac boni 
nominrs, et fams, et existens pletie staitis viginti unius anEiD^ 

£t ulterius dedtinus et concessimusi 6bc. ac per pteseotes dac 
mus et concedimus, &c. Gtibematoribus, &c et mi^ori. parti 
eorum plenam potestatem facultatam ac auctoritatem cum ass^^ 
et consensu Archepi' Ebor' pro tempore existens ac^in v^ac^tione 
ejusdem ep'atus tunc cum assensu, &c. Dseani BoelesiR 
Cath'is Ebor' pro tempore existen' — nominand* et eligend', && et 
eligere possuit et valeant unum honestum, literatun et discretum 
virum in Artibus Mag'rm ad minus fore et esse psdagogum libers 
ac|iol§e, ^. in, &c. Ac unum probum et idoneum virum* fore 
!et'esse subpoedagogum ejusdem schole ac quod bene liceat et 
licebit eisdem Gubernatores, et success' suis de tempore tempiis 
cum assensu et consensu Archiepi' Ebor', &c. pro tempore. Sec. 
Et ulterius volumus et concedimus quod recipiend* possidend' 
ftc. pos'siones, &c. in toto non ezcedentes clarum annum valorem 
Quadraginta Librar' per an', &c. 

Volumus etiam ac per presentes concedhnus prefat' Gubeni»- 
toribus etsuccessoribus suis quod habeant et habunt has literas 
nostras patentes magno sigiUo r'gni Anglis debito modo fact' et 
sigillat' absque fine seu feodo magno vel parvo nobis in Hanaperio 
nostris seu alibi ad usum nostrum, &c. 

In cujus rei Testitunonium has literas nostras fieri fechiaus 
(latentes Teste meipso apud Westmonasterium vicesimo uono die 
Junii Anno Regni nostri Quadragesimo priroo. 

Ravenscroftb* 
Per breve de privato Sigillo 
et de date predict' auctoritate parliamentl. 

F F 
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It was not till eighty-six yean after the date of this charts 
that its prorisions were enforced. The school-honse and a cob* 
renient dwelling for the master were built at the Mpeme of ike 
town and neighbourhood, in 1684. * They cost £ 150 1 ! The 
situation is beautiful^ airy, and healthful. See RitscbeL 

This school-house and dwelling-house varying in value accord* 
ing to the rental, and a sum amotmting to £ 20 or £ S5 per 
annum, are really in possession of the governors for the good of 
the school, it was therefore an error to assert that the " School 
had no property." t See chap. iv. p. 46. 

Each boy born in the town or parish of Hexham pays to the 
master £ I. lOs. per annum and a douceur of 5s» on his entrance. 
Boys born without the parish pay quarter pence at the pleasure 
of the master, guided however by their advancement in learning. 



statutes; of i^exlKnn ^rammar-S^c^ooU 

To the honour of Almighty God, the. weal public, and good 
government of the Free Grammar-School of Queen Elizabeth in 
Hexham, in the county of Northumberland, of the Schoolmaster, 
Usher, or Undermaster, and Scholars therein, for the disposing of 
the goods, chattels, possessions, and revenues, to the said school 
appertaining ; we the governors of the goods, possessions, and 
revenues of the Free Grammar-School aforesaid, thereunto aMtha- 
rised by letters patent of our said Sovereign Lady, the Queer's 
Majesty, bearing date, &c. together with the assent and consent 
of the most Rev. Father in God, Matthew, by God's providence^ 
Archbishop of York, primate and metropolitan of England, first 
had and obtained, the 10th day of September in the two and 
fortieth year of the reign of our said Sovereign Lady, and in the 
year of our Lord God l600, do order, ordain, appoint, make, and 
set down the statutes underwritten ; within the said School, by 
the Schoolmaster, Usher, and Scholars, and by all and every the 
governors of the said School, which now are, or hereafter shall be,, 
to be observed, performed in every part, and inviolably kept 

GOVERNORS 

Shall choose two of their number yearly who shall act as stew-^ 
ards. Any governor refusing so to serve shall forfeit and lose 
the sum of £ 5 sterling. The stewards shall be empowered ta 

• WhQe the succecsUm of masters is perfect from 1666. See the suggestion on thee 
name of the Old School^ part i. ch. iv. p. 43. 

r The several donations to the Free School recorded in the Ikt of Jchnriliei^ 
(. 2Si, &G. amount to the sum of £400. 
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h^ leases of the lands, &c. with the consent ^f the seheolroaster 
mad the other gorernors. Once in each year the stewards shall 
submit their accounts to the governors, who shall view and pre- 
sent them to the commissary of Hezhamdiire. 

THE OATH OF A GOVERNOB. 

You shall swear, that you will well and faithfully govern and 
order the goods, chattels, and possessions of, &c. and the same 
shall dispose duly to the maintenance of the schodlmaster and the 
usher, and the upholding of the school on its foundation, and 
faithfully on your part shall keep the statutes of the said school. 
So help, &c. 

ORDERS FOR THE SCHOOLMASTER. 

EeUgion and ahiUiy, First and principally because that an un- 
learned schoolmaster cannot make a learned scholar, therefore it 
is ordained that the schoolmaster which shall be elected shall be 
furnished both in the Greek and Latin tongues, fully able to dis- 
charge his duty, which shall be both an honest man in conversation, 
and also a zealous and sound professor of true religion, abhorring 
<iU papettrk. 

Planting Religion in the Scholars. Also because the fear of 
God is the beginning of wisdom, he shall once a week teach his 
scholars some short catechism allowed by authority, and they 
shall take notes of sermons, and discuss them openly oii the Friday 
next after. 

Hours, Also that where there is no order, is confusion, the 
scholars shall repair to the said school before 6 o'clock in the 
morning, &c. A monitor shall be appointed weekly, who shall 
shew the names of scholars absent without leave. 

Grammar. Because the principles and foundation of any 
art bebg surely grounded, the whole building will be both fair 
and sure, therefore, grammar shall be taught securely. 

EjMsiles. Also that without practice no art is made perfect-— 
epistles shall be written weekly according to the precepts of Eras- 
mus or Ludovicus Vines in their Books Conscribendis Epistolis. 
Greek epistles to be framed as the Latin ones. 

Themes and orations, according to the rules of rhetoric, shall 
6e written by the scholars, and recited aloud and by heart, on 
^Saturday, every week. 

Ferses shall be made by the scholars every second day, and 
there shall be a weekly exercise in versification. 

Writing shall be encouraged, and the best writer in each form 
shall receive as his reward the pens and paper of all his fellows 
in that form. 
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Subfects shall be proposed once a (juarter to each form^ fm 
Hhemes, verses^ orations Latki and Greek, &c. The tet scboiaf 
ahall be placed at the head of 'his form^ fi>ir, as Socrates saith^ the 
lore and commendation of praise is a gteat spur to a seholar. 

Haiy^daya. The school shdl break up 3 times in a year for 
12 days eadi time. Ist^ on the Monday before St Thomas's Day^ 
Sd^ Wednesday before Easter^ and^ dd^ on tlie Wednesday btfore 
Whitsuntide. All the vacant days €ufor shooting days and jpo« 
taiions to be at the<dt8cretion of the master, t'b^e shall be a 
play<'day once a week^ and on the evens of saints' days appointed 
by the Church of England : onfwhich dayS'the Beholara.ahStR^be 
led to church for evening prayer. 

And as negligent masters make careless scholars^ tlierefore 
neither master nor usher shall absent himselffrom school more than 
30days in the year. The master shall be oflbeibll age of fiSyears^ 
at the least a master Of arts in one or other of- this uifir^rsities of 
Cambridge or Oxford. He shall be presented to his 'Grace the 
Archbishop for his approbation, or, in case «f vacancy^ to Mr* 
Dean. He shall sign the articles^ tak^the ofltfa of supremacy*— 
He shall be continued during his life/ unless under gt)Od causes 
Within six weeks after the decease of one master andther shall 
be appointed. The master shall appoint the usher ^^h consent 
of the goirernors. The master's salary shall be paid quarterly, 
on the feasts of Christmas, the Annunciation, St. John the Bap- 
tist, and St. Michael. All profits shall go to the schoolmaster 
4$xcept 4/. annually to the usher, quarter ferulas, &c. 

OATH OF THE MASTER. 

You shall swear that you shall diligently execute the office of the 
schoolmaster of, &c. to the glory of God, the profit and instruct 
tion of the scholars of the said school, the information of theur 
manners, and their increase in knowledge, to'the uttermost of your 
skill : and you shall, will, and faithfully observe all and every the 
Statutes, laws, and ordinances of the said school, except it be 
Otherwise with you dispensed. So help, &c. 

• 

ORDERS FOR THE USHEJB. 

He shall 1>e able and sufficient, discreet^ sober^ and of godly con* 
verse, furnished with Greek and Latin as -the master. He shall 
be obedient to the schoolmaster. Shall do his dtttj, and prefer 
«very 3^ ear certain scholars to themastei^s forms. He shall be 
continued for life^ except in certain cases allowed by the commis* 
aary of the Lord Archbishop within the peculiar jurisdiction of 
Hexhamshire. Hi&fee shall be £4 from the roaster and six- 
pence quarterly from every boy not of the parish, whereby he 



nnay beAbe better inbabilled ,ai)d,more .wjUipg to t«ke pajpi in the 
^xerciniig the said.achollMrs. Of the 9eVeQ forms in the ^Crhool^ 

the three bwest aball J)e under tfie direction of the^^sher. 
•His oath ia.vierjr aimilftr to that .of thei^after^ to whom he 

swcan obediensl?. 

QR;)^RS FOtt THE SCHOLARS. 

Scholars shall be obedient^ sh^l uae jthe I«atin tongue (such as be 
able) in -and^abou^ the ^chotl. Aho they shall- use jui or p^r the 
school no weapon^ aaxkgger^Bitrdrd^ $i»ff, cu4gel^ or such like. 
They shall haunt no alehouse^ play at no unlawful games.-— For 
exercise on play-days they shall be Jurmshed with bows and 
arrows.-^Thej shall make their exit or entrance with a Greek 
or Latin sentence. Expulsion shall be the punishment of a breach 
-of rule^ and after expulsion no readmission into school. 

Books to be read in *differeBt forms^ see part i. ch. W, p. 45. 

A chest with three locks for the evidences^ charters^ &c. shall 
be kept in the school. One key for the master, and one for each 
steward. A table in yellum with the names of the governors and 
patrons to be hung up in the school. Prayers to be said from 
the book of Common Prayer^ psalms^ &c. ,fnorning and evening. 

The statutes to be decided in case of dispute by the Arcihbishop, 
.or in case^ &c. by ^he Dean of York. 



SUCCESSION OF 

inas!ter& Of ^tj^lmi 0mxmX''Bt\ftwL 

1666, Robert Leeds. 

1678, Christopher Smith. 

1696, William Bewick. 

1^8, Robert Cocking. 

1701, John Ogle. 

170s, Thomas Stackbouse. Authmr of various Theological 

Works. 
1705, William Haswell. 
.171.6, Nicholas Lowes. 
1 7 1 7> ' " ' ' Rotheram. 
1730, William Johnson. 
1724, Alexander Stokoe. 
17^ Thomas Bolton. 
1785, Richard Stokoe. 
47^8, . Jw^^h RaUs^on. Afteirwards rector of Knaresdale. 
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1741^ Thomas HudgoD. Perpetual curate of Blandiland. 

1747, Abraham Brown. Perpetual curate of Whitdey. 
Peter Rumney. Perpetual curate of Hezham. He 
died in 1771* A monument erected to his me- 
mory by the pious gratitude of his children, is 
extant in the church. See p. i. ch. vi. p. 98. 
George Busby. Perpetual curate of Hexham. See 
p. i. chap. tL p. 75. 

1801, Thomas Scurr. Present master, and perpetual curate 
of Allendale and Thgckrington. See p. i. cb. If. 
p. 47. note !• 



THE CHURCH. 

Hexham* Dedication— St Andrew. Rer. John Gibson, M. 
A. perpetual curate. Thomas Richard Beaumont, Esq. and Diana 
his wife, patrons. The certified Falue of Hexham curacy with 
the chapelry of Whitley £ 13. 6s. Sd. In 1759. Sur Walter 
Calyerley Blaclrett, Bart gave £ 3S0 (or according to others 
£, 889) towards the augmentation of the living of Hexham. 
This generous donation was attended by another of £ 100 for the 
same end from Sir Edward Blackett, Bart There is no correct 
list of the succession of curates with the dates of their induction. 

The living was appropriated to Hexham priory. 

THE LECTURESHIP 

Was founded out of part of the legacy of Mr. Richard Fishbome, 
citizen and mercer, of London, but originally of Huntingdon. 
This gentleman by hu last wQl and testament, dated March 80th, 
l625« amongst a great many legacies for pious and charitable 
purposes, amounting to the sum of £ 11,000 and upwards, did 
give and bequeath to the wardens and commonalty of the mystery 
of mercers of the city of London £ 2,800 to purchase two or 
more parsonages^ rectories, or church livings, anciently appropri- 
ated to some abbey, monastery, or religious house or houses, and 
now commonly called impropriations, in Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, 
or some northern coun^, where most want should be of the 
preaching the word of God, for the maintenance of preaching - 
ministers in such places. And if they or any of them shall prove 
non-resident, or hare any other benefice or church living with 
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cure of eavAs, they niay ,be ejected, and otfaen elected iir their 
itead. Wallii, u. p* 99* RitMfael, &c 

In 1628, the mercers' company purchased of Shr John Fen* 
wick, Bart a messuage and an orchard in Hexham, all the great 
tithes arising in the town, parish, or fields of Little Swinhurn, in 
Kepwkk, Errington, Bmgfield, and Col well. In 1631, they 
purchased the greattithes of Chollerton and Barwesford. They 
also purchased a moiety of the great tithes of Woodhom, Wid- 
drington, Two Steeds, North Seaton, Gresswell, Horton, Horton 
demesne. Hirst, Hutton, Ellington, Lynton, and Lynmouth, aU 
in this county. 

They afterwards took off from the lectureship £ 60 per annum^ 
and applied it to the support of an. alternate lectureship in the parish 
church of Chollerton, and the chapels of St. Oswald and Bingfield, 
belonging to the church of St John Lee. -Wallis, li^ 100.; 

The lectureship is in the gift of the Mercers' Company. 

The folbwing correct list of the lecturers of Hexham, has 
been most obligingly communicated from the best authority^^the 
Company's Books at Mercer's Hall :— 

1628, Dec; 15tb, Rev. Benony Steere. t 

1651, Feb. 17th, Rev. Thomas Tilham. 

1656, Feb* 18th, Rev. Geo. Ritschel. See part i. p. QS^ 

1684, June 18th, Rev. Geo. RiischeL Son of the above. 

1717> Nov. 1st, Rev. Thos. Andrewes. See part L p. 95. 

1758, Mar. 10th, Rev. William Totton. 

1766, Feb. 26th, Rev. Sloughter Clarke. Part I p. 96. 

1801, March 5th, Rev. Robert Clarke, 

HexhamsHire or Whitley Chapel Dedication — ^^St. Helen, 
Rev. John Hewetson, perpetual curate. Rev. Richard Close, 
assistant curate. T. R. Beaumont and Diana his wife, patrons. 

AUenheads and Si. Peter's. Chapel: Built by voluntary con- 
tribution. Sir William Blackett finding the timber, 1703. At that 
time the curate read prayers every morning at 6 o'clock, before 
the miners went to work. Randal — Rev — Walton, perpe- 
tual curate. T. R. Beaumont,. Esq. and Diana his wife, patrons. 

Allendale, Rev. T. Scurr, master of Hexham Grammar- 
School, perpetual curate. T. R. Beaumont, Esq. and Diana his 
wife, patrons. Certified value £ 26. 6s, Sd» Repaired in 
1670.' Church very ancient and small 

Colddeugh. Richard Harrison, clerk. T. R. Beaumont, Esq. 
and Diana his wife, patrons. Bulh in 1704. Salary at that 
time £80. Randal 

t This gentlenuui's name is placed by Mr. Randal in the list of curates. He was 
probably both cumte and leoturer, as wna tbe elder RIlBeheL 
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All thcte dmrdKr are in HtxhaniBhlfi^ pecttUar jdHsdktidli;. 
and under the pastoral duo^ of thi^'Arofaiisllop' of ITork. * 



eHAKITIES. 

A. D. l694r. MtihkOrd; widow, gare thie Soitble-glft cha-* 
lioe and paten, weighing tlurty-two ounces; the communion tabfe 
and green doth, a pulpit doth and cushiop, and a.iHort cloth, alt 
green. She len »''lWto the poor. It is sMd'she also gjiirc 
£ 100 to the Fr^ Grammar-School, and £ 100 to bnild ^ 
fountain, which Was lost. 

1637. 3#r'^ J^^ Lawson, spinster, daughter of ]Sdward 

Law8on,«f Tolpcliflfe, in Yorkshire; Gent, (but then of Hexham) 

deipired hbr father itpdh her death- bedf to give 404*. a year for ever 

' untafofty poor tildowi lit Hexham^ which h^h been ever since 

distributed yearly on Good" FVfday. ' 

1668. Madam ElkaiM JRmMJb, widow o^ th« Bight Wor- 
shipftil Sur Edward Badcttffis^of Dilston; Bait; ahd mothelr'of^the 
Right 'HonouraUeFrands, Earl of IMrwentWater, gave- £4 a 
year to the poor Rothaa Cathbliaain^ Hexham, tb be distribute on 
St. Lucy's day, or thereabouts. - 

1673. John Tymm, yeomah> left £ 10 to the poOr of -Hex- 
ham parish ; the interest to be divided among them at Christmas 
and Easter, yearly, for ever. 

1675. James CreuweU, tanner, gare an acre of land, o» 
Hexham Haugh, called Reah's Acre, the yearly rent thereof* 
40j., to be distributed to the poor of Hexham town on the 3d. of 
October, being his birth-Jay. 

1677* Robert Farbridge, of Hackforth, Hexhamshire, gave 
£ 10 to the poor of the high and middle quarters of Hexhamshire ; 
the interest to i>e distributed yearly at Whitley chapel on All- 
Saints' Day. . . I i 

1 679. Madgm Mary Fenwick, daughter of 3ir Geoi^e Selby , 
of Newcastle, Knt., widow of G)l. John Fenwick, of Hexham AIm 
bey, wlio was slain at Marston Moor, July 2d, l644„ (see p. 90'- 
note 5), gave £ 100 to the town, to bind poor children apprentieea. 
^ 1680. Mrs. Ursula Moufrtney, of Stone-croft^ widow, left 
by iVill, dated July 1 6th^ an annuity of £ 3 a year to the poos 
of the parish of Hexham. 

I68I. Thomas Craig, skinner and glover, gave £20; the 
interest to be distributed in the church, on St Thomas's Day, ta 
poor widows and orphans residing in the parish of Hexham.^ 
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168^ . Hicbai Fofiter, of the Upper £flheUf, gave it 10 i(y 
iSie poor of i^xkamsbire ; the interest lo be cBstributod yearly- 
ill Easter. 

Hmay SimpiHn, of the Hole House, willed £ 10 to the 
poor of Hexhamshire ; but dying before his ^ill was. executed^ 
Us lieir> Thomas Wadesan, of Thimbleby HiU^ Durham, gave 
JC 10 to ^ gsoveroors of Ifexbara Free-School. 

1686. Thomas Gibson, cordwainer, bequeathed £20* to the 
pobfi out of a certain close in Hexham Fields. 

1690. Anihony Farbridge, of Newcastle, bom at BacUbrtb, 
left £ 14^to the poor of the high and middle quarters of the shire ; 
the interest to be distributed yearly on Good Friday, at Whitley 
ChapeL 

169%. John CotiUon^ tanner, left iB SIO; 16 the Fxee School, 
and £^0 to the poor of Hexham town. 

1^5. Mafgartt Broadly, widow, kft £ 10 ta the friends 
ojP William, Wilkinson, if they should come for it withht seveii- 
years (which they ^d not) then to be let out for the use of the 
poor^ and the inleresl distributed among them yearly, on the 
1 1th of November. 

t^tk Richard WaUon, of Peacock House, gave £ S towards 
findipg a- minister at Whitley Chapel ; failing a minister, the in« 
terest to be distributed amongst the most needful people in thr 
high quarter. 

1702. Henrys Di»on, of the Staples, gave ££0 to the poor 
of the high, low, and middle quarters of the shire ; ttie interest to^ 
be distributed yearlr at Christmas. 

Madam Ann Jnadclijfe, of Bilston, spinster, sister to the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Derwentwater, bequeathed £ 10 a year 
to the poor of Hexhani parish ;- to be distributed oivthe IStii of 
June. 

170T* Mrs. MargarH ABgood, widow of Limcelot Allgood,. 
of Newcastle, Attorney at Law, bequeathed £ 100 to the poor 
of Hexham township ; the interest to be distributed by the prin-- 
cipal inhabitants with the advice of the minister, a^ evening 
service on Christmas-disy. 

1709. Mrs, Mary dUgood^ spinster, daughter of Thomas 
AUgood, of Hexham, Gent, left £ 40 to the poor of Hexham 
town ; the interest to be distributed. 

1710. Nicholas Ridley t of Newcastle, Esq. and Alderman^ 
gave £ 20 to the poor of Hexham town ; the interest to be dis*- 
tributed yearly to the most aged and infirm, eight days before 
Christmas. 

Mr, John Carr, baififf of Hexham, bequeathed £ 100<^to tha* 
Alms-house, and £ 10 to the Free School. 

G G 
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1718. Mrf. Doroiky AUgood left the interest of £ 4a ta be 
distributed yearly among the poor of Hexham town. 

Elizabelk G^an ga^e the interest of £ 20 to be divided 
yearly among the poor of Hexham town. BUscheL See aba 
Wallis, iL p. 100, &c. 

1714*. George Gibson, tanner, gave £ SO to the poor of the 
township ; to be distributed In portions of £ 3 half-yearly for 
fire years after his death. 

1715. Joseph Bell, tanner, gave £ 100 to the poor of this 
town ; the interest to be distributed yearly on the l^th of Mardw 
All his other estates (failing lawful issue to his grandchildren) 
he bequeathed to pious and charitable uses. 

Mr. David Johnson, mercer, left half an acre of land in the 
town fields^ near Maidenhcross, to the poor of Hexham, in 1773. 
This half acre was let for 28«. a year, which sum was giren to 
the poor, by the nnnister and churehwardiens for the time being. 

Thomas Howdon, tanner, bequeathed 20j. to be paid yearly 
out of the rent of a house in Fore Street, to 20 poor widows ; 
which has been continued ever since by John Aynesley, of Hex- 
ham, Esq. and his executors. 

Edward Smith, tanner, gave £60; the interest to be dlstri.^ 
buted yearly to the poor of Hexham by the governors of the Free 
Grammar-School.T-Qtt€re, Has U been paid since the year 1765^ 

John Forbes, merchant, bequeathed £ 100 to the poor of 
Hexham ; the interest to be distributed yearly, fi>r ever. His 
executors purchased the Round Close, 1 acre and 1 rood, whfch now 
(1780) lets at £ 3. lp«. a year. The money is distributed by 
^e minister and churchwardens on St. John's Day. 

Robert Andrewes, Esq, gave 50j. a year to the poor of thb 
parish ; and the Rev. Sloughter Clarke and his wife, daughter of 
R. Andrewes, Esq , since his death have given a grant of a rent- 
charge of 50s. out of a close of £ 6 a year, near the Maiden 
Crossi to Robert Salmon, Gent, and Edward Charlton, mercer,, 
and their heirs, in trust, and upon condition that they shall truly 
pay the said sum of 50^. yearly to the minister of Hexham, . by 
him to be distributed to the poor of the township. 

Memorandum. At the division of the common, there was 
given by allotment for certain grounds belonging to the poor of 
Hexham, James Cress well's close, in the Haugh, and David 
Johnson's close, in the town fields, in all 1 acr^ 3 roods, and 
8- perches. This ground was granted by lease to Henry Arthur^ 
for a term of nineteen years, by the churchwardens, at the annual 
rent of one peppercorn for tlie first three years, and £ 1. XOSm 
during the remainder of the lease. The lease was entered ta on 
Feb. 2d, 1757. 
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E^ttrodfrom ike Rev. G^RUsehel's wiU, June 14ith, 1717. 

Item, the sum of 40«. to the mercers' lecturer of Hexham, to be 
by him distributed to 40 poor widows of the town of Hexham, 
en the feast-day of St. Thomas. Item, the like sum of 40^. 
to the minister of Whitley chapel, failing whom, to the lecturer 
aforesaid, to be by him distributed to the poor of Hexhamshire 
and Slaiey parish. See a memorial by the Hev. G. Ritschel, 
171S, republished in 1780 with additions. 



iLonHs anH Ee^enoes 

OF THB 

PRIORY OF HEXHAM, 

WLi£^ t^ nameiai o! t^ DonorjET, 

Jtaoording to an Inqui«iti<m taken at Newcastle upon Tyne, S5 Edw. I. Jul; 7th, 
1S97> William de Halton then High Sheriff of Northumberland. 

MANORS, VILLAGES, AND DEMESNES- 

The manor and village of Anick, the villages of Sandhoe and 
Yarnsigg ; (Thomas, Archbishop of York.) The villages of Dot- 
land, Rnitilhesell, and the two Grotingtons ; (Thurstan.) Half 
the village of Bingfield ; (Germund.) The manor and church 
•of Warden ; (Adam de Tyndale.) Also the manor of Little 
Heaton and Cald-strother with their appurtenances ; (Alice de 
Bolam, James and Alice de Cans.) The manor of North Mil- 
hum ; (Thomas de Devilston.) * The demesne and village of 
Whitfield ; (William, Kirig of Soots.) The hamlet of Cairaw 
^ith its appurtenances ; (Richard Cummin.) Half the manor 
of Echwdce; (Robert de Delaval and Ricbolda his mother.) 
A manor in Ben well ; (Hugh de Delaval) A manor in East 
Matfen ; (Thomas de Fenwick.) The manor of Cheeseburgh 
or Cheesebum and Nesbet with alt their demesnes, services, 
bondages, and other aj^Nirtenances; (John de NormanviL) The 
manor ef SleUing with its appurtenances ; (Bernard de BalioL) 
A third part of the village of Dalton ; (Ralph de Gunnerion*) 
A lease of JSUward Le Peel ; (Edward, Duke of York.) Hamlet 
of Benmont^ through theur right divisions ; (Gilbert de HumfranvU.) 

* Lucie, the vlfe of Thomas, claimed a right to a third part of this manor. William 
<le Tynoale, however, the heir of Thomas, ooaflrmed ihe prior's daim, and paid the 
▼alue of this third part to Lucy. -See hUuMa de (^uo fVatrania, 21 Edw. I. Hodgion/ 
woL V. p. 195. 
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ADVOWSONS AND API^BOPRIATIONB. 

The prebend of Sahon^ in the cathedral of Yorir^ which wa^ thfte 
impropriation and advotirson of .Saiton vicarage, anciently rat«d 
at BO marks or £ 53. ISi. 4d. Tk<^ church of Cfaolt^rton, wiifl 
its chapels^ Birtley^ Chipchftse^ t^nnnerton, ahd Swinbtirne; ab6 
Little Heton and Col well with their ^ppurt^nartces, a^d ^ight 
ozgangs of land in the village of ChbllMon^ of the endowment 
of that churchy and 5 acres of land called Le Michael's €roft« 
lying on the north side of that church ; (Odonel de Humfran- 
villie.) The church of Slaley and one plough-land of the endow- 
ment of that church; .(Gilbert de Slealey.) A portion ia the 
.church of Stamfinrdham. v&* the com-fitei of Matfen, East 
Nesbet,. Ulkeston> Hawkwell> and Bitchfield ; (Robert, Bishop of 
Durham.) The impropriation of the church of Aldston, t and of 
the churches of Renwick % at^d Isell{ iq the county of Cumber- 
land, and those of Ilkley )| and Edston * in iSih county of York. 
^Chapels of Stonecroft^ Haydon^ an^Xangley. 

LANDS. 

Twenty-four acres in Hamburn and Newbiggin, and the sect of 
.ail new lands brought into tillage^ by the service of 12#- per an- 
num ; 1 rod in Acome, 1 in Wall, 1 in Halyton, 1 in Kepwick* 
1 in Catton, 1 in Nine Banks, and 1 in Rou]«y, for the building 
•^of a grange or tithe-bam ; (Waiter Grey, and Walter Giffonl 
Archbisbc^ of York) by the service of Us, per annum each. 
AH the lands of Byret, and 7 acres in Hayden ; 4 acres of land 
and 6 acres of meadow in Settling-stones ; 40 tores in Whinet- 
ley ; i plough-gate in AUerwash ; 1 toft and 7 aci^es in Birtley.; 
/the lands and pttstsores-of Coleden through their laght divisions; 
^ tofts atnd S ^xgangibof land in th»> viili^e of Chester^ Hope ; 
^a loj^ ^d so acres in Bsrrasford ; 1 plough-land in Newtoih in 
< Cq^ftt^dale; 6 acr^> 2 toft% itnd 3^ acres in Little Bavii^on ; 3 
tofts, !S «s:gang« and 12 aeres in Gunnertoo ; I acre in Chipchase; 
1 acre in the field of West Swinbuiiie ; the land of Shilden, by the 
s^tVke <f£ 93s. per annum ; (Abbot of Newmiaster.) Carraw 
Moor ; (Wii4iam, King of Soots.) I plough-land to Resheel ; 
t toft a^ 8Q aores in <Stohe-Qroft ; € tofts and 1- piougfa^and in 
Thfrlwali j 1' fitough-land in Aldstofi; 17 acres in Each wick; 5 
tofts 10 aci'e's 'of land and S adrds of meadow in TbornCon; $ 
.tfusres ki llenwellj ^ acifes in Throckley; 3 pleugh4aBd6 k 

f Browne Willis, Catiied. voU i. p. 315. WalDs, ii. StU 
^ Browne WiUls, Cathed. vol. i. p. 315. WaUis, ii. 88. 
■Jl Piaciu In Cum. 20 Ed. I. ^o War. Rot. €6. de terris in Itell, 4ie. 
, tWmi«, 188. Wallis, 8S. • WilUs^ 2S. W«Uis« SS. 
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£ut M^lfein ; 1- toft and 2 OJ^ng? of land in StapiiiugUm ; 1 
toa and croft and ^^ acre*' of land in Whakon, t 1 doft and 2 
plough-gates ix) StamfiaTdhaai ; I toft and 2 «cre9 of land in 
Newbiggin ; 4 ipxgangs of land in Dalton; 1 ioft and % acres in 
Prudhoe. 

)iEI$S0A<^£S AND JtENTS, 

Xhe eoti&e strcQt of Cocksl^aw^ ^4 meaau^gts in Pri<Mitpppple> 

14 in the Market-^plae^, and 16 in Hencotes> all ip .the town ^ 

Hexham. A tent of 6 marfta m BingMd; ^wo iq^isqageB in 

Settling-stones; a rent of KUi, in Whinelley.; tiihe-lbarns in 

Gumierton and East Swinburne; 1 messuage in Chlpchase; » 

rent of 40^. ^d. out of 8 messuages in Newca^tl?; and 4i3s. %i. 

from 15 messuages in Corbridge;^ a rent of 16#. 4(/. in Whit* 

-field ; 8 messuages in Aldston ; a rent of ISf. 4i» in the mill of 

Elvin^on ; 8«. in Tecket ; 8i; in Aldsbeels ; 18s. 84. in Stock* 

fields (p^y^g ^ut of the same for the ward of the castle?'* per 

^nnum.); another rent of 8#. in the same place ; 16^. la liiro^kY 

ley ; 6 messuages ih East Matfen ; a rent of 1«* 6(/. in Stan- 

ningtou ; . 1 mark out of the mill at Brinkley ; 8s. in Riplington ; 

40s. In Seaton ; 5s, 6d, out of the mill at Dalton ; a garden in 

East l^winburne ; /arid com mills in Hambum and Newbigsin;' 

Allerwash and the fbills called Tyne Millsj with tbe mill race ; 

<lhe right of sect or l6th in all these mills* 

RIGHT OF COMMON. 

Common of pasture for 2fk) sheep In Haydeh^ iTor 100 cattle 
: agoing out of Coledeq, in Gunnerton Moor^ as well when the 
-hedges were up as when all was open; for d'2 oxen and 240 
sheep in Cdwell ; fiu: IS catde^ 60 sheep, and 2 horses^ in Little 
Bavihgton ; for 200 sheep in :l^laley, end for 200 m Le Stele; 
common tt pasture in Hethershalgh ; ceramea of pasture for 24 
cattie^ 24 beasts with their young, 24 swine^ and 20 goats^ ia 
Thirl wall ; the pasture of Priestdale; uid a common of paatyre 
for 40 ewes and their lambiB in Wiialton. 

H^MAGEa. 

The bohiiij^ df Jdhn ^ Swinbuni and his lirirs^ and a fent of 
li. per ahiluih fbr his c^tal messuage )cMf Swinburn; (Hugh 
Balibl.) Of Kfeholas ef West Swinbuch and the seryice of fU, 
per ahhum for ihe chantry of the chapel of West Sinnbjumf. 
Of John de Camhow for the land and tenement]^ he held in Little 

t Prior do Hexildislf m tens iHiil' oKruc* tene in 'Watitnbi^smxMAif M n'fftai ftelt 
ia4e KrvUf. Hodfun, vok v. 215. 

t Poseto Frioria de Hextekleih*a la eadem. HdAgta^ vol. v.25f. 
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Heaton «nd CalcUstrother. Of Richard de Thirlwall^ and a rent 
of 3s, per annum for the lands he held of them in Thirlwall. 
Of Adam de Whitley^ and 4«. annually for the same. Of 
Thomas the son of Richard the son of Bricius de Thu-1 wall for 
his lands there. Also of John de Normanville for the lands of 
Stockfield and Apperley by the service of 13^. Sd. per annum. 
Of Robert de Rlhil^ and the service of 10s. annual rent and 3 
writs annually at the prior's court against such as reftise to do 
suit and service. Of Matthew de Whitfield for the land and tene- 
ments of Whitfield ; (The^of WiUlam/KingofScote.) And, 
lastly, Che homage of Robert de Throddey for the lands and 
tenements he held of them. Two fisheries, Dripentele and Fore, 
on the river Tyne. 

RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES. 

The tithe of all things whether belonging to the Archbishop or to 
other persons within the liberty of Heztoldesham ; Soke and 
Soien ; the assize of bread and beer ; that their servants should 
bear a virge on their making distresses, summonses, and attach- 
ments, and on correcting offences of the tenants in the prior's 
court ; (Thomas, Archbishop of York.) The tithe of all animals 
within the liberty of Hexham ; (Thurstan.) And^ above all, the 
privilege of Sanctuary. 

HOSPITAL. 

They had an hospital for leprous persons. It was dedicated to 
St. Giles, t and stood on the site of the present elegant mansion, 
the 'SpitaL It was founded and endowed by the Archbishops of 
Yoiic. Its revenues amounted to £ 4 per annum, which with the 
priory was granted at the dissolution to Sir Reginald Camaby. 
This hospital appears to have been divided by historians. There 
is at least no certain evidence of the existence of a second hos- 
piUd, as asserted by Mr. Wallis, ii. 89. 

' On the above inquisition, which was held af^er the bumix^ of 
the priory by the Scots, Edward I. granted them a charter con- 
firming all their rights. Vide Dugdale's Monasticon, &c The 
Black Book, or Priory Register, still preserved in the manor office, 
is the original authority from which these statements are derived. 
It was thoroughly gleaned for the Monasticon, which is here 
fi^Ilowed, as the original is unattainable. Browne Willis's Survey 
of the Cathedrals, vol. i. Tanner's Notitia, and Wallis, vol. ii. 

t It b Mdd that a woodoi image of St Gilei was found among the lumber of the old 
houae atUi^lSpltal, and that the wmuits, not knowing fU\alue, made a ** yvkcUifr" 
ot Itt that if, made It the tad of their Christmas fire. The ralie of antiquity was 
eaveo, however, tupt the hands of the jgnoranr dcstroyen. Its preservaOon is of 
popcOnly cttdlwted to miradcw 
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have 8upt>lied the few additkmal facts contained m this paper. 
The original of the inquisition is preserved in Mr. Hodgson's inva- 
luable volume^ V* 52. as rehearsed in the charter^ 27 Ed. I. No. 85. 
See also Wallis^ ii. 79— -89* Hutchinson, i. 9^, 9^. Mack, and 
Dent, ii. 814—320. 

VILLAGES, HALLS, AND HOUSES, 

IN HEXHAMSHZRE^ 

Shewing the Quarter in which they are situated, with the Names 
of the Proprietors and the Rental In l66S« 



PlaoM. Quar. Piopiteton in 1663. Rental. 

Ardley, 

Ayden Shields or Ay« £, s» d* 

don Hills, M. Sir Edmrd RatdifFe 97 8 8 
Bagraw, W. Sir Edward RatdifTe 

Barker House, M. John Ord of B. H. 19 18 4 



Blackhall, L. , ^^^ j^^^ Sanderson 80 



Blackhall Mill, L. J 



Beacon, Birks, Blossom Hill, Bracken HiU, Bush Butcher Bank. 

Chapel Houses, Clay Walls, Close Gate. 

Coastley cum membris, demesne 
and Mill, Westwood, Lang- 
upp, Hackford a part, and 
Braggerap, Bagraw, Sir Edw. RatdifTe 240 

Cocker Letch, 

Cocker Shield, H, John Bartram 8 19 

Cooks' House, 3f. John Thirlwall, Es^. 12 9 

Crains Heugh, Cushett, 

Curry's Field, - M. 

Dalton Townhead and foot, 

Dotland Park, L. Mrs. Mary Fenwick 18 6 8 

Town, Mr.Wm. Rowland, of Dot 29 

'■ Townhead, Isabell Rpwland 5 

— Foot, Mr.Wm. Sandson, of Hely 5 

Dotland, &c. Tho. Humble, land at HiU 4 

Albany Wade 5 6 8 

Mr. T. Swinburne 8 

Mr. Errington, Townfoot 10 10 4 

Delicate Hall, Duke's House. • 
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Ead'B BiuO^ ^ Bush £>. i 

H<wiM^ H. Cr. >)^rmmong 3 p 

Nether Eshells, M. Tho. Ogl^ S^ 17 g 

OFerEshells, 3f. Sir Wm. Fenwi4^ Ifi ^ '^ 

Eden Rigs, 

Garishield, H. Sir Edwaid RatclifTe 2 17 4 

Gnitterhouse, M. Thomas Ogle 

Grecnridge, W. Sir WiUiam Fen wick 40 

Hexhf Qiy4 Wtif^* with 

the lands and tithes, E. of Newcastle 427 O- 

Hexham Demesne, Mrs. Mary Fenwkk 

The Intadc, nr. Hexham, Robert'Olirer 7 

Hackford, H. Robert Farbridge 11 9 10 

Haddrj Buraif, i^. Ladj Forster 4 

Harwood Sheels> H. P. Jefferson, J. Armstrong 7 8 

Hill HoiMe^ H. Matthew Dixon 5 10 1 

H«sle#ell» If. George Simpson 5 12 2 

The Hill, L. Ja. Dodd, Barb. Farbridge 5 

Hole House, L. Henry Simpson 4 

Hambum Hal}, M. Ifenry Johnson 7 6ft 

Hayning, Holih's Mill, Nether Hofan'i Mill, HaUy weU, Hathery 

House, HarleyweH, Heigh, High Shiels, High Wisod, ^kfnU 

U^r, «H»niper« 
Utterage, JB. John Ord 6^ il 6 

UtsewMid, H. John Swinburne S ^ g 

Langley, Sk John h Eleanor Armidm^ 9 ft 8 

Loaning House, H: John HudMm % 16 ft 

Leases, JL James Cunr'a part 7 9* 

Leases, JL Jane Slokoe, for hie^IMn 9^ 9- 

£«anghope, meliAier of 

Coastley, Sir Edward Ratdiffe 

Lamb Shiel, Linnel's AfiH. 
ilire House, M. P^ler Thirlwall 

MoUer Steads, M. Pet. & John TbirlwaU, Rob. 

Fai!>ii4ge, Rob. Dixon, Abo 
& Eliz. Hutchinson 
Moorhouse, 3f; FhiXp Je^rson 

Mid Island Itai, Moorfields. 
Newl)oiise, H» Mnry Armstrong 

NewbigguK L. John Thirlwall, Esq. 

Xubbock, Nunbrough. 
Ordley (a laiye towne) L. \VI9iam Yare 

sic in M6. Jc^n Armstrong 

WHliam Hutchinson 
Matthew Ridley 
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PlMseik Qu«r« Pn^eton in 1663. Rntal. 

£• 9* ol 
Over Eshells & Heighs, ilf. Sir William Fen wicke 18 2 4 
Onshall or Howshill, M. Mr. WiUkm Charleton 6 16 
Ordley Nether, M. Mr. John Thirlwall 6 l6 

— — — Over, with Cook- 
house, M, John Thirl wall, Esq. 12 9 
Oakerlands, Oten Roads, 

Park House, H. William Armstrong 2 14 

Paise, W. Ann Rowell, widow 11 

Padpool, Parker's Houseiy Pateral Fidd, Peacock House. 
Ridlkmhope, H. Robert Bowman 7 

Row Green, M. Matthew liinning 7 8 

Rowley Head, Red House, Renny's Bum, Rbing Sun. 
Stottfblds, H. Richard Gibson 14 

Stonehousd, H. Bartholomew Dixon & 1ft- 

Stobley, H. Richord Dixon 6 1 4 

Staples, M. Pannrili Dtxon £ 17 tf 

Snape, W. John Tate for his land at S. 12 

The Spittle, W. Mr. William Charleton 40 

Summer Rods, ^. Geo. Algood, Geo. Stokoe 6 18 4 

Salmoa Field, Shaws, Spittle Sbeel^ Steel, Stob-hole, Styles or 

Stills Land, Sunnyside. 
Turf-house, H. Sir Edward RadcliiFe 2 17 4 

West Bumhope, H. Robert Pearson 5 

Whitehall, fi. John Ord, Marg. Errington, 

Marg. Eggleston of W. 7 1 10 

Wally Thorn, Watch Currock, West Boat, West Wood, Wester 

Meadows, Westfield Nook, Whitdey Chapel, Windy Hill, 

Winter House, Woodley Field. 

Yarridge> W. Mary Fenwick,Ja8. Hasty 10 O 



£. S, dm 

Rental of Hexham Townfb> in 1668, 484 .0 

..••M«;.— •• the High Quarter, • 120 15 9 

•.••••••••.•.....•• LowQuarttfr> . • 228 15 

••.•...••.•^.•...•. Middle Quarter, . . 2l6 1 11 

.•••••- West Quarter, * . 378 



Total Rental of the Parish^ £ 1867 12 8 



For great part of this paper, we are indebted to Mr. Hodgson's- 
invaluable volume. 
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PLANTS 



TRIANDRIA MOlfOOYNIA* 

Schoeniu oompressus^ Compressed bogrush^ Chollerford^ Sec. 

TRIANDRIA DIOYNIA. 

Aim caryophyllea^ Silver hair-grass. Fields nr. Hex. FelL 
Anindo epigejosy Wood-ieed, Near Warden Mill. 

TBTRANDRIA M0N06YNIA. 

Scabiosa columbaria/ Small scabious^ Warden Hills. 

Galium boreale. Cross-leaved bed- North Tjne, nelur 

stravi^. Warden Mill, &c; 

TETRANDRIA TETRAOYNIA. ' 

PotamogetOn com- Flat-stafted pond- Widehaugh, near 
. pressum, weed, I^lslon.- 

PENTANSRIA MONOOYNIA. 

Primula elatioF, ^ Oxlip, 'Spital gromids. 

(Campanula glomerata, Clusteredbell-ffower, Cbollerford. 
Viola hirta. Hairy violet, Tyne Banks, Wylam« 

Viola odoraka. Sweet violet,' On hedge banks. 

Viola palustris. Marsh violet. East Common Wood* 

PENTANDRIA DIOYNIA. 

Gentiana Amarella, Autumnal gentian, ChoUerford, &c. 
Apium graveolens, Smallage, wild celery. West Dipton. 

HEXANDRIA MONOOYNIA. 

Galanthus nivalis. Snowdrop, Lambshield Bank& 

Omithogalum lu- Yellow star of Beth- 

teum, lehem, Widehaugh Bank. 

Convaliaria majalis, Lily of the Valley, Warden Mill (only) 

OCTANDRIA MONOOYNIA. 

Epilobium angustifo- Rosebay, willow herb. 

Hum, French willow, Shewingshields. 

Vaccinium vitis-idiea. Red whortle-berry. East Common Wood 

cowberry, and West Dipton.^ 

OCTANDRIA TETRAOYNIA.. 

Paris quadrifelia,. Herb parisi Neighbouring woods- 
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DECANDRIA MONOOYNIA. 

Andromeda poiyfolia^ Wild rosemary^ Muckle Mom. 

Arbutus uvar-uniy Red-berried trailing South side of East 

arbutus^ Common Wood. 

Pjrrola minor. Leaner winter green^ East Common Wood. 

DECANORIA DIGTNIA* 

Saxifraga granulata, White saxifrage, Widehaugh Banks. 

Dianthus deltoides, Maiden pink^ Gunnerstou Crags. 

DECANDRIA PENTACIYNIA. 

Sedum telephlum. Orpine, or live-long. Banks of hedges. 

I008ANDRIA POLYeYNIA. 

Rttbtts saxatilis. Stone bramble. West Diptpn. 

Potentilla aurea. Golden cuiquefoiJ, Corbridge MilL 

POLTANDRIA MONOOYNIA. 

N jmphsea lutea, Yelbw water lily, Widehaugh, &c. 
Nympbca alba, White water lily, Bromley Lake. 

Cistus helianthemum. Common dwarf cistus. Warden Mill, &c. 

POLYANDRIA POLYOINIA. 

Ranunculus lingua, ' Great spear-wort, Widehaugh. 

DIDYNAMIA -OYMNOSPERMIA. 

Nepeta cataria, Nep or cat-mint, Tyne Green. 

Verbena officinalis. Common vervain, Corbridge Mill. 

Galeopsis Tersicoior, Large*flo wered hemp 

nettle, bee nettle, Nunwick. 
Staohys Arrensis, Com wound-wort. Gardens and wastes. 
Manrubhim vulgare. White horehound. Island at the Bridge. 

DIDYNAMIA ANOI08PBRMIA. 

Mdampynim sylva- Wood cow-wheat. Neighbouring 

ticum, woods. 

Orobanche major. Greater broom-rape. East Com. Wood. 

TETRADYNAMIA 81LICUL08A. 

Lepidlum latifolium. Broad-leaved pepperwbrt. Hermitage. 

TETRADYNAMIA SILIQUOfiA. 

Turritis glabri^ Smooth tower^mustard, Nr. Anick Grange. 

Turritis hirsuta, Hairy tower-mustard. Ditto. 

MONADJI&LPHIA DECANDRIA. 

Geranium lucidum. Shining crane's-biU, Near ChoUerford. 
Geranium pusillum. Small-flowered crane's- Lane near Anick 

bill. Grange. 

Geranium rotundifb- Round-leaved crane's- Ditto. 

Hum, bill, 

Germium columblnum^ Long-stalked crane's-bill. Ditto. 
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DfADELPHIA USZANOJUA* 

Fumaria c^>reokito^ Ramping ^uoitaTj, Oakwood Boidc. 

DIADELPHIA DECANDRIA. 

Vicia sykatica. Wood vetcl^ Neighbouring woods. 

Astragalus glycy- Sweet milk-Tetch; 

. phjrllos, wild Jiquorioey Hermitage. 

SYNQBNESIA POLYGAMIA iEQUALtS; 

Serratula tinctoria Common saw-wort^ West Dipton. 
Carduus lieterophjlkis^ Melaneholy tlustle, Shewingshields. 
Bidens tripartita, Trifid bur marigold, I^tdiea. ' 

BYNGBNEMA FOLTGAMIA rRUfirrRANBA. 

Centaorea scal^osa. Greater knapweed, Nr. Anick Grange* 

OYNANDRIA DIANDRIA. 

Orchis bifolia, Butterfly orchis, Shewingshields. 

Orchis coBOpsea, Aromatic orchis, SheWingsfaidda. 

Satyrium viride. Frog satyrion, Shewiogftliie^ 

^atyrium albidum. White satyrion. In pastures ^tto. 

DKECIA DIANDRfA. 

Sallx fusca, Brownbh dwarf willow, Shewingshields. 

BICECIA nSNTANDRIA, 

Humulns Lupulus, Hop, DilstOD, &c. 

Numerous species of the dtfl^roit genera in the class Crypto* 
gamia, we fbrliear to mention, admowledg^ng with regret tliat 
«ur imperfect acquaintance with this difficult sul^t would reduce 
our assertions to aheer velianca on the dicta of othens.. While, on 
subjects withb thi^ xeach of piur investif^iiiony we have been 
^mxious to adduce little tliat our own obaenratioa cpuU not ju9» 
tjfy. We have generally followed the scientific authors of the 
Botanist's Guide* Our obligations are likewise due to Mr* 
Wallis, who gives us (to use his own names)— the elder triee, 
the upright juniper, the great bilberry, the woody nightshade, 
musk-wood, crowfoot, hooded willow herb, Canterbury bells, 
blue-flowered columbine, celai;idine, money-wort, hemlodc drop- 
wort, pimpernel, sundew, reed-mace, moon-wort, stone-fern, 
white tnaidenhair, and many others, some of which are r^ected, 
Jbecause we have not been aUie to fiove their local existence. 






ADDITIONAL NOTES. 
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Part I p. 19. 
Inflcription <Mwr Che door lof a bourn, in GiHig«tf >^ 

€. D. 1689. r.D. 
Reason doth wonder^ trat Faith he tell can. 
That a Maid was a Mother, and God was a Man. 
Let Reason look down, and Faith see the wonder. 
For Faith sees ahore, and Reason sees under. 
Reason doth wonder, what by scripture is mean^ 
Which siuth that Christ's Body is our Sacrament ; - 
That our bread Is his body and our drink is his blood. 
Which cannot by Reason be well understood ; 
For Faith sees abere, and Reason below. 
For Faith cm aee inoie than Reason doth know. 

FtotS.p.6e. 

It was expected that the iqnesCion concemii^ the proposed 
road -tloiragh the Seal would have been ^termined before this 
volume had passed thiough the press. It still remains unset- 
tled. Tlie commissioners press the measure; the inhabitants 
strenuously impose it* The struggle has shewn that the ppsses- 
mnof the Seal « an object of great importance to the health 
•and «onfoft- of the public of ifezham. All tiiose^ therefore, 
who have opposed this innovation of their rights, are conceived 
to have rendered an essential service to, and are of course 
extremely popular with; the ifihabitants ; while the, perhaps, 
equally conscientioas commbstoners have incurred a high degree 
4>f odium for persisting in a determination, which, although it may 
have the public good for its ultimate end, certainly tramples on 
public right as its means. The Lady of the Manor has very 
spiritedly expressed her determination to protect the rights of 
the people to the extent of her power. Tlus determination, so 
worthy of a Blackett, will preserve her name in tlie memory of 
the people with that reverence which Uiey feel for her munifi- 
cent and public-spirited ancestors. 



I Part ii. p. 158, 170, &c. 

^* Ego Acca Hagustaldensis Subscripsi.** In testimony of a 
deed of gift from Egfrid to Cuthbert. This curious charter is 
dated 685, confirmed by Pope Agatho and King Egfrid, and 
aigned by Theodore, Bok, Cedd, Ceadda, Sexulf, &c. 
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246 ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Part ii. p. l6S, l64. 

The fbUowing uncouth translation of Wilfrid's epitaph is r»- 
tlier more intelligible than the uncouth original. 

Here calm in earth the mighty Wilfrid lies ; 

Wilfrid who bade this glorious temple rise 

To God^ and him to whom of old were given 

The Adamandne throne, the keys of Heaven. 

'Twas Wilfrid raised that radiant cross sublime^ 

And hung the consecrated banner high ; 

Who raised these walls triumphant over time^ 

And stony arches twined like osier bowers; 

Who stor'd the Tyrian web with gplden flowers. 

And taught his temple's roof to emulate the sky. 

In golden vases holy relics laid. 

In words of gold the sacred book display'd ; 

He brought the golden store of learning home. 

Taught jerring man the laws of Heaven and Rome. 

His church religion's and the muse's school^ 

Here he promulgated the sacred rule. 

Through years of peril, still his hope was 6W, 

TUl toil subdued— -he cast the earthly leaven, 

Soar'd on light wings, and sought his native heaven.-* 

Pursue, ye flock, the path your shepherd trode* 

Port ii. p. 187- 

A beautiful and venerable volume, supposed to be the BibU 
of Hexham Abbof, is preserved in the Library of St Nidiolas 
at Newcastle. Netmnutie MagaMt, 

Part ii. p. 201. 

The trial of Sir John Fenwick of Wallington, and his condem* 
naUon by a law made after the fact, tended greatly to cherish 
that feeling of hostility to the Hanoverian interest which is alluded 
to in p. 201, as characteristic of the inhabitants of this dbtrict. 
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